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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The miscellaneous character of the following 
tracts is accounted for by their having been 
written at different periods. Some of them were 
published, with the author's permission, about 
two years ago, by a society established in Gla- 
morganshire for the, improvement of the laboring 
classes. It will be obvious to the reader, that it 
is for that rank of life that this little work is 
principally intended. , 



THE 



RICH AND THE POOR. 



A FAIRY TALE. 



In the time of the Fairies, things went on no 
better than they do at present. John Hopkins, 
a poor laborer, who had a large family of chil- 
dren to support upon very scanty wages, ap- 
plied to a Fairy for assistance. " Here am I 
half starving," said he, " while my landlord rides 
about in a fine carriage ; his children are pam- 
pered with the most dainty fare, and even his 
servants are bedizened with gaudy liveries : in 
a word, rich men by their extravagance, de- 
prive us poor men of bread. In order to gratify 
them with luxuries, we are debarred almost the 
necessaries of life." — "'Tis a pitiable case, 
honest friend," replied the Fairy, "^ and I am 
ready to do all in my power to assist you and 
your distressed firiends. Shall I, by a stroke 
of my wand, destroy all the handsome equipages, 
fine clothes and dainty di^es, which offend 



10 THE KOCH AKD TUB POOH. 

whose estate he worked^ walked into the cot- 
tage. John did not immediately know him^ so 
much was his appearance altered by a bob 
wig, a russet suit of clothes, and worsted stock- 
ings. ^^John/' saki he, ''you are an honest 
hard-working man, and I should be sorry you 
should c(»ne to distress. .Here are a couple of 
guineas, to help you on till you can find some 
new employment, for I have no fuirther oocaskm 
for your services." John's countenance, which 
had brightened up at the sight of the gold, now 
fell most heavily. He half suspected that his 
landlord might have discovered the author of 
all the mischief (for such he could no longw 
conceal from himself that the change really 
was), and he muttered, that '' he hoped he had 
not offended his honor ? " '' Do not hmior 
me : we are all now, methinks, peasants alike. 
I have the good fortune, however, to retab my, 
land, since that is not a luxury ; but the farm 
is so much larger than, in my present style of 
living, I have any occasion for, that I mean to 
turn the greater part of it into a sheep-walk, or 
let it remain uncultivated." — "Bless your 
honor, that would be a sad pity ! such fine 
meadows and such corn ! But cannot you sell 
the produce, as before ? for corn and hay are 
not luxuries." — "True," re^pUed the landlord, 
" but I am now living on the produce of les^ 
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than half my estate ; and why take the trouble 
to cultivate more ? for since there are no luxuries 
to pwchase, I want no more money than to pay 
nay laborers, and buy the hooiely clothes I and 
my family are now obliged to wear. Half the 
prbduce of my land will be quite sufficient for 
these purposes." 

Poor John was now reduced to despair. The 
cries of distress frona people thrown out of work 
everywhere assailed his ears. He knew not 
where to hide his shame and mortification till 
die eventfiil week had expired, when he has- 
tened to the Fairy, threw himself on his knees, 
and implored her to reverse the fatal decree, 
jmd to bring back things to what they had been 
before. The light wand cxice more waved in 
the air, but in a direction opposite to that in 
which it before moved; and immediately the 
stately mansion rose from the lowly cottage ; 
the heavy teams began to prance and snort, 
and shook their clumsy harness till they became 
elegant trappings : but most of all was it de- 
lightful to see the turned-off workmen running 
to their looms and their spindles ; the young 
gills and old women enchanted to regain pos- 
session of their lost lace-cushions, on which 
they depended for a livelihood ; and everything 
offering a prospect of wealth and happiness. 
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compared to the week of misery they had 
passed through. 

John grew wise by this lesson ; and whenever 
any one complained of the hardness of the times, 
and laid it to the score of the expenses of the 
rich, took upon him to prove that the poor were 
gainers, not losers, by luxuries ; and when argu- 
ment failed to convince his hearers, he related 
his wonderful tale. One night at the public 
house. Bob Scarecrow, who was one of the lis- 
teners, cried out, " Ay, it is all fine talk, folks 
being turned out of work if there were no luxu- 
ries 5 but for his part, he knew it, to his cost, 
that he at least lost his livelihood because his 
master spent his all in luxuries. The young 
lord whom he served as game-keeper set no 
bounds to his extravagance, until he had not a 
farthing left ; and then his huntsmen, his hounds, 
his game-keeper j and his laced livery-servants, 
were all sent off together ! NoWj I should be 
glad to know^ honest John," added Bob, " wheth- 
er we lost out places because there was too 
much luxury, or too little ?" John felt that 
there was some truth in what Bob said ; but he 
was unwilling to give up the point. At length 
a bright thought struck him, and he triumphantly 
exclaimedj " Too few, Bob ! why, don't you 
secj that as long aiS your master spent his money 
too freely in luxuries, you kept your places, and 
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when he was ruined and spent no more, you 
were turned off?" 

Boh, who was a sharp fellow, saw the weak- 
ness of John's argument, and replied, that it 
was neither more nor less than a quibble, fit for 
a pettifoggmg lawyer ; for," said he, '^ suppose 
that every man of substance were to spend his 
all, and come to rum, a pretty plight we poor 
folks should be in : and you can't deny, that, if 
the rich lived with prudence, and spent only 
what they could afford, they would continue to 
keep us in employment." John felt convmced ; 
and he was above disowning it. " I grant you," 
said he, ", that therjB may be too much luxury as 
,well as too little^ as was the case with your 
young lord. But then you must allow, that if 
a man don't spend more than he can afford, that 
is, if he don't injure himself ^ we have no reason 
to complain of his luxuries, whatever, they may 
be, l)ecause they give us work, and that not for a 
short time» after which we are turned off, as 
was your case, but regularly and for a contmu- 
ance." 

John now went home, satisfied that the ev ' 
penses of the rich could not harm the poor, 
unless the expenses first injured the rich them- 
selves. No bad safeguard, thought he ;^ and 
as he trudged on, pondering it in his mind, he 
came to this conclusion : — 
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^ Whj then^ after all^ t]i€ rich and the poor 
have but one and the same mterest-^^tbat is 
very stirange \ I always^ thoughi^hey had been 
as t^lde apart as thef ea^t is from the wiest ! 
Bui now 1 am convipced that the ccmiforts of 
the poor afe d^ved from die riches of th€ 
rich." 



WAGES. 



A FAIRY TALE. 



John Hopkins did not soibn locg^t this les-^ 
SOD, though he was far from deriving all the 
benefit from it that he ought. He acknowled^ 
ed that he had not hit npoa the right remedy ; 
but, after having long turned the subject in his 
mind, and talked it over with his neighbors, be 
came at length ,to this conclusion :*--* Let the 
rich have as many luxuries as they can pay for ; 
but let them give us higher wages for our labor. 
It is by the sweat of our brow, and by die 
work of our hands, that everything is produced. 
Why, the rich would not have even bread to 
put into their mouths, unless we ploughed &e 
ground and sowed the seed for them ^ so it is 
but fair that we should be better paid for our ser- 
vices. If wages were doubled, we should be as 
wdl off again as we are now ; and the rich 
would be but a trifle the poorer, that is all ; for 
doable wages would be nothing for a man who 
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is rolling in wealth to pay ; and yet it would be 
a mighty matter for us poor fellows to re- 
ceive," 

Chuckling over this discovery, .John sets off 
for the abode of the Fairy, and begs her, with 
the stroke of her wand, to cause wages to be 
doubled. " Are you sure," iriquired the Fairy, 
" that you will have no reason to repent of this 
request if I should grant it?" — " No, no," said 
John, "this time I cannot be mistaken; fori 
have considered the matter thoroughly." " Well, 
then," replied she, " we will make the trial. 
But it shall be for three months, only. After 
that time we shall see whether you wish your 
present scheme to be continued." 

As John was returning home, he could. not 
help thinking that, this time atieast, he should 
not meet with a discontented reception from his 
wife ; yet, as he opened the door of his cottage, 
he looked rather anxiously in her face: — ,it 
beamed with joy. " Good news for you, hus- 
iand !" cried she ; " the bailiff has been here 
to pay your week's wages ; and see, he has giv- 
en me all this money ; for he says there 's a new 
law in the land, and every one must pay double 
wages !" John thanked the Fairy in his heart, 
for the expedition she had used in comply- 
ing with his wishes. The' news soon spread 
through the village ; all received double wages ; 
and the rejoicing was universal. 
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John was resolved to make a holyday ; so, 
next market day, instead of sending his wife, be 
proposed to go to market himself, and to lay out 
his store of money in clothes for his ragged chil- 
dren. This was readily agreed to, provided he 
would take a basket of plums, and a bundle of 
straw-plait which one of his little girls had made, 
and sell theta. To market he went ; and what 
was his delight to learn that plums and straw- 
plait had risen considerably in price. He little 
dreamed that this was owing to his good offices ; 
but, on inquiring the cause, he was told that, the 
condition of the laboring classes being so much 
bettered by their increased wages, they could 
a^rd to buy new straw bonnets'; so that straw- 
plait was very much in demand, and would fetch 
a good price. " I should not give you so much 
for it," said the bonnet-maker, " if I was not sure 
that I could sell my bonnets at a higher price 
now there is such a demand for them." 

"And why are plums risen in price?" in- 
quired John of the fruiterer. " Because I have 
none left," replied he. " I had as fine a store 
of plums this morning as ever I had any market 
day ; but there has been such a swarm of young 
brats with their halfpence to buy them, that they 
were. all sold by nine o'clock; for, do you see, 
now the fathers get double wages, they have not 
the heart to deny their children a halfpenny to 
2 
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buy frint. I began selling my pfaims at fber a 
feoBf ; but wbeo I fixiad thejr wece ISkeiy to 
iilt sd^ort, i would not let the urohiBS h^ve mora 
Aa& three far a penny ; and as jbr your baakef^ 
HofdEiBS, I mean to 9ell it al two a penny: so 
you see I oan aficn^d to give you a good price fiv 
ill.'' John did not quite usdersteid this; ^'bot 
i| shows/' thought he,.^^ tiiat I have hit the rigbt 
Q^l on the bead at last. It seems tliat as much 
mnforeseen good, comes of the Fairy's wand, this 
time, as there* came unforeseen bad luck befoie.^ 
And BOW that he had aold his plums and his 
pfani, he. detennineid to go to the wodleBp*dva^ 
per^s to buy doth for his chiUren's jaidcfilSu 
He looked rathes Uank when, on entering, ha 
jbmnd that cloth had naen -m price, and was two 
sfajfingft a yard deavor than before. He express* 
ed his surprise. " Why, tliere's no end to lay 
euslomers this market day," said the draper. ^ I 
verily believe half the town means to hfive new 
coats, and I have wt near cloth enongh te far- 
risk them all : so those that vrill have it must 
pay the price I ask, or go without." "That^ 
not fair, to my mind," cried John : ^^ the clotli 
cost, you no more than it did last market 
day"; so you can affi)rd to sell it as cheap as 
you did then." — " Perhaps I could," repli*" 
ed the woollen-draper; but, since I can get 
Ignore for it, I will. Don't you know, Hop- 



kins, that, wiien corn fells short at market, tba 
price rises ? When there is more of an artide . 
to be bad tha» is wanted, trby you mast sell it 
tat what yoa caa get, though yoa may chance 
ti> make a loss instead of a gain ; but when^libei^ 
is less to be sold than is wanted, why you may 
seQ it at an advanced price. That is my case 
Mbw : many more want the cloth than I can 
supply ; so, why i^uld I let you have it rather 
Asm another, unless you pay me a better price ? 
We mu^t make hay while the sun shines/' •***- 
^ To be sare,'' said John to himself : ^* I sold n^ 
phBns and my plait dearer than last market day, 
^Dugh they stood me in no more ; and it's nalh 
ural enocigh the draper should do the same. 
Well,'' said he, addressing the draper, '< it's a 
bright suoishine, and we itfe all right to make 
lim most of it ; but, as mx boys can wait a bit 
longer liar their coats, I shall stop till you ky in 
a sew stock of doth, and then it will be cheapo 
«r." — "I won't promise yoa that," replied the 
draper. ^^ There's no saying what will come of 
these double wages, it's such to out of- the wi^ 
tiling. It looks fiiir enough, to be sure ; but all 
is not gold that glitters, as you know, Hopkins." 

^^ But when you have a firesh supply, and 
plenty of cloth for all the customers that may 
come, I see no reason why it should be dearer." 

<< I bav« not bad time to Uma it weU ia my 
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mind ; but it seems to me, that when I have 
sold my stock on hand, and go to the manafius* 
turer for more, be will not let me have it on the 
same terms, seeing there. is such a demand for 
cloth, and that I sell it at an advanced price. Be-^ 
Sides," continued he, rubbing his forehead,. '^ a 
thought just comes across me, -** he can't affind 
to let me have the goods so cheap ; for, since be 
is obliged to pay his workmen double wages, the 
cloth must stand him in much more ; and if he 
can't get it back fixmi the shopkeeper, why the 
factory must go to ruin. Is it not so, Hopkins ? '^ 
— "It looks very like it," replied HopUns^ 
thoughtfully. " Well, then," ecMstinued the dta* 
per, " it's impossible for me to say whether the 
manuiacturer will be able to sell his cloth higher, 
or whether he will be ruined : all I know is/ that 
if I must pay him a higher price -for his clotb^ 
I must get it back from my customers, or I may 
as well shut up shop ; ay, and better too ; finr i 
should be losing instead of making money." -*^ 
^^ Well, then," said Hopkins, mayhap I had as 
well.buy the cloth now, dear as it is." Having 
made his purchases, he foun^ that he had scarce- 
ly money enough to pay for them. He wai^ 
sadly disappdnted ; for he had flattered himself, 
that, what with the high price he had got for his 
plums and. his plait, and what with the double 
wages he had received, he might ccmtrive to eke 



out {he moneys so as to bay himself a new smock 
fipock, of wbkh he stood much in need ; but that 
'WIS now out of the question. 

His wiib and children impatiently waited hia 
return. The little ones had strolled to the end 
of the kne^ in hopes of seeing him, and soon 
tan home with the glad tidings that '^ father was 
uii^hty with a gr^t big bundjie on his shoul* 
disrs." Jen^y had been |n:omised a new thim- 
ble, and Jem a penny whistle, if ^ly moqey 
was left after the more necessary purchases had 
bc^en madei Jobs at length arrived ; and, aftet 
wiping his farows^ he begaii by boasting of the 
hi^ price he had got fbr the /basket of plums 
and the bundle of pkit ; whereupon bis wife 
g^ve him a hearty kiss, calling him ^^-a good man 
as he was ; " and the childi^en crowded ipund 
his knees, and began to untie the bundle he bad 
brou^t home. The contents fell far shorted 
^eir expectations ; and they rummaged in , yain 
fer the presents tii^y had expected. Then fol* 
iowed the indispensable explanation of the rise 
in price of cfeth as well as of other goods^ 
^^Humph ! " cried the good wife, " if we must 
pay so much more for everything we have to 
buy, I don't see how we shall be any the better 
fin* the double wages we get." — "Well, but," 
retbrted her husband, " it's not only me, but 
Dick and Sally at the factory get double wages 



too ; so there's no room to complajfi wife ; liir, 
if oar meand run short, they would be wifliiig 
and able to lend us a helpmg band," 

Some time after, IKck came home ; but, alas ! 
far from lending a hand, it was to tell tbeaa^ 
news of his being discharged from the faeljory. 
''Why, how's this, Dick?" sahl liis father; 
'^ were not you satisfied with^douUe wage^ f <.^ 
'^ I had little need to be so," replied he ; '^ double 
wages one week, and *nDne at all the next : I 
would rather by half have had the oommDn 
wages, without bemg turned off." ♦^ " But why 
should you be turned off, if you <hd your du^?^' 
— '^ Oh, for that matter, there wis nofimltfoimd 
with me; only the master had noteaoDghlo 
pay us all, so he discharged half his men, andat 
fell to my kit to be one of die nurabdr.^' 

•"Well, but," said Jcrfra, "by turning off. hdf 
bis men, he can get only half the work deiew ; 
and then, how can he supply tbi^shopkeepensr ? '' 
— "He says, the shopkeepers won't want eo 
much goods as they did before this new law was , 
made," 

"There he's wropg," cried John, "tamy 
certain knowledge : for it's scaicce a month back 
that the draper told me he sold a deal more cloth 
than he did before the rise of wages, though 
the price was higher by two shillings a y«rd." 

"Th^t was only just a spirt at first," cried 



Dick. ** Wbea feiks fiist got thee* douUe wages, 
ttey were so flush of in«»iey, the]r thought 
there would be no end to their riofaes ; but when 
timy oaine to find that tie many buyers made 
prices risC) (and more especially when half their 
fiofnilies were turned out of work, and they hdd 
their children to support idle,) they saw that 
there was more outgoings than incomings'; and 
that they had. enough to do to provide food, 
without fifflushing themselves out with new 
dotiics.'' 

HopisSns felt €oii8oience««trock.: he looked 
blank, and had not a word to say (or himsdf. 
^^ No, no," cootinued Dick : '^ brisk as the cloth 
was at first, it's slack enough now, and prkes ave 
fidting apoce^'' 

^'That I know to my cost,'' qeoth Dame 
Hofddas. ^' Why, last market day I could not 
scU my fruit nor Jenny's plait, for much more 
than half you got for it, John, when wages first 
rose. Folks begin to find they have no such 
store of spare money as they thought for, to lay 
out in new bonnets, or to give their children io 
boy fruit." 

The fiiU in price, John thought, was all in 
his favor ; for he had mcMre to buy than to sell. 
This made him pluck up courage; and he 
said, — "Why, Dick, we must be better for 
things coming round to their natural price, so 



as wages donH lower too; but I should have 
done wiser to have waited, and have bought the 
boyTs' jackets later." — " Wiser still not to have 
bought them at all/' replied his son ; ^^ and that's 
what you would have done had you widted ; ftsr 
times will fall heavy on us now, &ther, so fiur as 
I can see." 

"Never be disheartened, lad," cried Hop*> 
kins, giving his son an encouraging thump on 
the back ; you see things all askance, because 
of being turned off at the fectory : but suuely," 
Bsid he, with a hesitation in his voice which he 
would not let out in words, " such high wages 
roust be a good thmg." — "Much good may 
it do those that get them," muttered Did:,.suIk-« 
ily. " If things don't.change,' the manu&cturers 
will all be bankrupts ; and then there will be 
work neither at fifteen shillings, nor at thirty. 
There's well-nigh half the machines at our hx> 
tory going to wreck and ruin by standing idle ; 
and one of the great steam-engines, that cost, 
master a power of money, lying just like deadv. 
But how is he to help it, while the wages eat up 
all his profits ; ay, and more too ? so, the lesa 
he works the better ; for it's my belief he sells at 
a clear loss." 

" One would think this new law was made to 
mock us," said the wife ; " for it promises fair, 
and just makes fools of us for believmg it." 



** It's a rare lesson, however," exclaimed Hop^ 
kms, with a sigh ; '^ for it shows that a ri^ of 
wages is fiill of danger and mischief." 

" I don't agree with you, there, father,'' 
cried Dick: ^^a rise of wages, in a fair and 
natural way, is a very good thing. Last year, 
when our master had more orders than ht 
cduid wdl get done, be raised the wages, so as 
tnget more hands; and people came flocking 
in from all quarters, and quitting other em|>loy, 
where they did not get so much. Then he 
eould zSord to pay us all well, because trade 
was brisk, and he got good profits* When 
wages rise because there is a greater deiHand 
foir workmen, we are all the better for it, master 
and man too ; but when they rise from a foolish 
and arbitrary law, it does us all harm instead of 
good; and it is to be hoped that those who made 
it will soon see the fdly of it, and bring us back 
to the natural wages." 

. This observation came home to poor John, 
who kept his own secret, but swore in his heart 
that, when once out of this scrape, he would 
aever more apply to the Fairy. A few weeks 
after, Sally, who worked at the silk mills, came 
home with the same story as her brother. " So, 
here we are, saddled with two m(»*e children," 
cried his wife ; ** and this comes of high wages'.' 
— " Well, at least I have got high wages to 



maiotmn 'em," replied John> who was still un- 
willing to confess that he had been in the 
wrong. . 

As he was speaking, the bailiff entered the 
door. " Good morrow to you, John," said he: 
-—"why, methinks you do not look in such 
glee as you did last month, about the rise of 
wages." — " Nor have I cause, muttered John: 
" see, here are two of my grown children sent 
home to me, out of work. But, mayhap/' 
added he, brightening up at the thought,— 
".mayhap you. Master Barnes, might get 'em 
some work at the farm. Though they aiie not 
used to that kind of labor, I 'm sura they wiH 
turn their hand to it, and thank ye heartily for 
it." — "Ah, I might have given 'em work he^ 
tore this change," answered the bailiff; " but 
my master can't affintl to pay 'em docAie 
wages ; and the new law won't allow us to give 
less. To say the truth, I am now come upon 
a very different errand ; for, d 'ye see, we aite 
trying, instead of increasing the numb^ of our 
workmen, to do what we can to reduce them. 
My master says he has too great a respect for 
you, John, to turn you off: you have worked 
nigh a score of years for him, and have got 
such a large fiunily to maintain." -^ " Thank 
his honor kmdly," said John. " I have worked 
for him long and hard, too Master Barnes. I 'm 



sore I have fellovred the precepts of the Bible, 
and earned ifay bread by the sweat of ray brow. 

Thank his honor " — " Ay, but, John, ui^ 

temipted the bailiff, " you stopped my mouth 
'mth your thanks before you had beard me out. 
Yoa know, however willing the squire may be, he 
ean't coin money ; so, what is he to do ? Now, 
this is what he has thought of: -*-he says he 
will employ you three days of the week, instead 
of' six."^^^ And what am I to do the other 
three ? 'tasked John.'-** " Why, you must seek 
fcr work elsewhere." ^<-^^ Seek, indeed, I may; 
but I sbaU not find," quoth Jolm. ^^Why, 
there's Diok and Sally both turned adriit; and 
if they can't find wodc, an old man Vke me stands 
410 chsBoe/^ — " Well," said the baiBff, ^^ if yon 
sit with your bands across three days of the 
w«ek, you are as weU jtaid for the three others 
as you used to be lor the whole week , besides, 
his honor is stretching a pdnt for your sak€), 
John ; for, d'ye see, he pays you the same 
wages a week as beipre, and yet be will have 
only half the work done*" John thought that but 
poor comfort, when he saw he had two children 
more on his hands. The bailiff took his depart- 
wte ; and, as he shut the door, the poor wife 
lifted up her hands, fetched a deep sigh, and said, 
— " Ah, well-a-day ! how little we understand 
these matters; who would not have thought 
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that, whea the law obliged the rich to paj us 
double wages, it would have made us much 
richer, and made them only a trifle poorer?, 
but now it seems it will bring us all to ruin to- 
gether." 

" Never fear/' said John, " it is the^ Fairy's 
doing ; it will; be all oyer at die end of three 
months, add two of them are .gone already." 

So it was. At the expiration of three mcmths 
the influence of &e Fairy's wand^ceased, wages 
returned to their usual rate, Dick and Solly 
were restored to their work at the mills atad 
the factory, and ^hn labored with more good 
will six days of the week tbaii he had done 
when he was employed only three, though at 
double wages. 

Moreover, he. had learnt how dangerous it 
was to meddle with things he did not under^ 
stand: and he came to a firm resblution of 
never more applying to the Fairy ; but to en- 
deavor to get clearer ideas on such matters. 
This he was in some measure enabled to do 
through his son Dick, during the time he re» 
mained at home ; for Dick, working at a factory^ 
and living in a town, had many more opportuni- 
ties of picking up knowledge than a country la- 
borer, whose life is comparatively solitary. Fac^ 
tory men have so deep an interest in the rise 
and fall of wages, that they are m the habit 
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of talking the matter oyer, till at last they get 
preCty good notioiis on the subject. They are 
aware that their own employment depends on 
the. manufacturer being able to sell his goods 
with profit : they see, therefore, that the pro^ 
p^ty of the master and his worianen go hand 
in hand* John was surprised that Dick should 
turn out so knowing a lad, as he had had very 
Ulde. schooling. Dick observed, that workmg 
in a factory was like going to school, only that 
they learnt by talking, instead of by reading. 
^ Well, but I should hava thought your talk 
would bax^e mn on merrier matters^ and that 
you would not have worried your brains with 
s^cb difficult subjects/' said .^ohn. "-^^^ Men are 
sharp witted, father, when their interest is at 
stake; and if it's fit that they should learn 
their calling, it 's just as fit that they should be 
able to judge whether their calling goes on well 
or ill^ and the reason why and wherefore." 

^^ It's not all good that's learnt by your talk 
in a factory, Dick. I've heard say that one 
bad man will corrupt a whole factory, just as 
one rotten apple will infect the whole heap." — 
" It 's no such thing," replied Dick ; " when 
men can earn their livelihood fairly and honest- 
ly, they are ready enough to go on in the straight 
road: it's want and wretchedness that leads 
.them into the crooked paths, you may take my 
word for it." 



THE THREE GIANTS. 



As Hopkins was Siting ooe eremng ht Us 
oodage door smoking bis pipe, and his cfaiUioi 
gambotiDg arottnd him^ an old pedlar came up^ 
and offered bis little woieea. for sale ; their pinv 
abases were small, -fof smafi were their tnetiis ; 
bat as the poor man seemed much tired, th^ 
ofiered him a seat, and some refireshraent^ -*-^ 
^' It is a weary length of way I am come,^' said 
the old man, '^ and where ean I get a night's 
lodging?"— *-" I wish I had one to give you," 
replied Hopkins, ^ bat we are overcrowded with 
the fiimily already ; however,, there 's a bit of as 
outhouse behind, where i could make you up a 
bed of clean straw, with a warm CQveriid, if that 
wouM serve your turn ?" — " Ay, and a biessing 
to yon for it," replied the pedlar ; '^ and if it 
win please these young ones, I can tell them a 
atory in return, to wile away the evening," — 
Upon this all the children crowded around him, 
crying out, " A story ! a story !" — I hope it 
will be a wonderful one," said Tom, " about 
giants or fmes, and such like." — ^^ Pooh, pooh, 
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ncKisense," cried Jenny ; <^ I like a true storj 
better by half." — "True or' false," said Hop- 
kins, " I oare not, so as there be but some sense 
in it, that one may learn somewhat by it.^-r" Oh, 
pray," cried little Betsy, " tell us a pretty sto- 
ry like those in my book of fiibles ; but none of 
the moral at the end, if you please, that is al- 
ways so stupid*" — r " I fear I shall have a hard 
matter to satisfy you all," said the old m»a : "one 
is for die marvellous, another fha truth, and an- 
other good sense^ and the Uttle one likes a 
&Ue. Well," said he, " I will do my best to 
smt your tastes." So, after clearing his throat, 
he began thus : — > 

^^ A long while ago^ when the tiniies were no 
better l^an they, are now, and perhaps wcnrse 
for aught I know, a poor laboring man, encum- 
bered wkh a large family of young children, and 
fimfing it every day more difficult to earn wbere^ 
vitBal to mamtain them, resdlved to go and sedc 
his fortune beyond seas. Several of his neigh- 
bors, whp felt the same distress, had joined to*> 
gether to sell what Iktle they had, in order to 
fit themselves out, and pay their passage to one 
of the foreign colonies, where they were told 
they might have farms of their own just for a 
mere nothing ; and our good man Jobson thought 
be could not do better than take his wife and 
&mily thither. So off they all set for Liver- 
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pool, where they embarked for y l cannot r&* 
collect the name of the place ; but it matters not^ 
for the poor folks never reached it ! When they, 
had been at sea some weeks, far away from 
land, and nothing but wide waters all around 
them, there arose a great storm, which drove the 
ship out beyond all reckomng ; and the sailors, 
do what they would, could never manage her; 
so she drifted before the wind for several days 
and nights, and at last struck upon a rocky 
shore, and was wrecked. The . poor folks had 
much ado to save their lives ; they did so, how- 
ever ; and were somewhat comforted when they 
saw that the land to which they had escaped 
was a pleasant, fruitful country. They found no 
inhabitants. So much the better, thought they; 
we shall have all the land to ourselves ; and we 
may live as happily here as we could do in the 
colony, if we can but get our fiurmmg tools fix>m 
the wreck, and a few clothes. ' And some of 
the pots and pans for cooking,' cried the wo- 
men. ^ Oh, ^pray remember the poor hens in 
the coop,' hollowed out one of the children, as 
the men were trudging off to the wreck to see 
what they could save. They brought ashore 
much more than they expected ; and, to make 
short of my story, they settled themselves pret- 
ty comfortably ; and in the course of a year each 
of the families had a neat log-house and a little 
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garden of vegetables : fruit they found in abun- 
dance- growing wild ; and, as it was a hot cli-> 
mate there were grapes, and figs, and cocoa- 
nuts, and a number of fruits, the names of which 
they did not know. They had sown com, and 
bad got in a fine crop, enough for them all ; but 
the difficulty was to turn it into flour for bread. 
They had no other means than by bruising it be- 
tween two stones, for it could hardly be called 
grinding ; and it took up so much time and 
labor, that Jobson, who had a large fiimily to 
feed, £3und it a hard matter to make all ends 
meet.** 

" Well, but there 's nothing wonderful in this 
story," said Tom : " I hope you will come to a 
ghost, or a giant, or a fairy soon." 

'^ All in good time my lad," replied the 
pedlar ; '^ youth must- have patience with old 
age ; we cannot scamper on so fast as you do ; 
but it 's coming." Upon hearing this, the chil- 
dren all crowded still closer around him. — 
<* Well, one day as Jobson was taking a stroll 
over the new country, and thinking how he wish- 
ed his boys were big enough to assist him in his 
work, (for he felt well nigh worn out himself,) 
he came to a valley where he had never been 
before; a river wound through it overshaded 
with trees: and it was so beautifiil, that he 
could not find in his heart to tnm back ; so he 

3 
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went on and on, till at last he came within sight 
of an object that made him start back and 
shudder." 

'' Oh, here it 's coming ! " cried T(Mn, clap* 
ping bis hands : ^' what was it? it could not be a 
fairy, for that would never have frightened 
him." 

'^ It was as little like a faby," said the pedlar, 
" as anything well could be* It was an enor^ 
mous giant, stretched at his whole length upon 
the ground, Jobson would have fled ; but the 
giant's eyes were shut, so that he appeared to be 
asleep ; and he looked so harmless and good htt«- 
mored, that Jobson stood gazing on him till his 
lear was nearly over. He was clad in a robe of 
dazzling brightness where the sun shone upon it, 
but the ^eater part was shaded by the trees ; 
and it reflected all their di&rent colors, whidi 
made it look like a green changing silk. As 
Jobson ^tood, lost in amazement, the giant open- 
ed his eyes, .and turned towards him with a good 
humored smile." 

" Then he was not a wicked giant ? " said 
Betsy. 

" Far from it," replied the old man. " Still, 
when Jobson saw that he was awake, and 
stretching himself as if he was going to rise, he 
took to his heels ; but the giant remained 
quietly stretched on the grass, and called afi;er 



hioi is a lone of voice so geode, that Jobscm 
was tempted to stop. ^Fear me not> good 
man, because I am strong and powerful; I am 
not cruel, and will do you no harm.' Jobsoa 
hesitated : but the giant looked so kind-hearted, 
that he felt inclined to trust to his words, and, 
step by step, he approached. 'Why should 
you fear me because of my size ? ' said the ^ant ; 
^ jrou are not afraid of yonder hill, which is 
bigger than lam.' — ^Ay, but you are alive,* 
replied Jobson, ' and I have read of giants being 
very wicked. It is true, I never saw one before. 
Indeed, till now, I thought they were only idto 
slories made to amuse children.' — ^ The wicked 
giants you have read of are so,' replied he ; ' bcrt 
there are real giants in nature, who, far from 
being inclined to evil, are willing to do all the 
good to mankind that lies in th^ power ; and 
I km one of these.' — ' Then a deal of good 
you can do,' replied Jobson ; ' for you must 
be as strong as Samson.' — He then began to 
cast over in his mind what good the giant might 
do him, seeing he was so ready ; for, thought he, 
if he is willing to work, he .can do more in a day 
than I can in a month ; so I '11 e'en make bold to 
ask him the question. ' I am ready to do any 
work you will set me ; but I must tell you, that, 
not having been in the habit of working in this 
desert island, I shall require some teaching in of- 
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der to know how to set about it.' — * K that is 
all/ said Jobson, ' I caD teach you any woric 
you would like to do.' But a difficulty occuiv 
red to him ; he isoncluded that the giant would 
require to be paid in proportion to the work he 
did; and he asked, with some anxiety, what 
wages he would expect. ' Wagies ! ' replied the 
giant, smiling : ' I cannot expect any ; . I do nol 
even know what wages mean.' Jqbson was 
ready to leap for joy at the idea of getting a la* 
borer who could do the work of a hundred men 
without wages ; and he was hurrying away to 
tell his wife the good news, wl^n the giant said, 
^ If you will let me carry you hocne, it will save 
you the trouble of walking, and you will be theiie 
much sooner.' Jobson rather hung back; yet 
not liking to show any distrust of one who was 
^willing to do him so much good, he consented* 
* You may think it stxange,' said the giant; ' hoi 
as I never carried any one before, you must 
show me how to do it.' — * He seems rather stu- 
pid,' thouglit Jobson : ' however, it is well he 
takes so little upon himself, and is so ready to be 
taught.' — * Will you mount upon my back ? or 
shall I carry you in ray arms ? ' continued the 
giant. Jobson was very glad to have the option, 
for he had much rather mount him like a horse, 
than be carried in his arms like a baby. Besides, 
if the truth must be told, he was still rather fear- 
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ftil of seeing the giant stand upright, and of being 
fidded in his arms : having, therefore, first sad- 
dled him with some planks of wood, to make a 
comfortable seat, and having cut himself a long 
pole, which might serv6 to hasten his pace, in 
case of need, he desired him to take the road 
homevrards. The giant obeyed : he* neither 
walked nor trotted, but glided on so smoothly, 
that, though he went at a pretty brisk pace, Job- 
ison felt scarcely any motion. In a short time 
they reached the cottage. But you may imagine 
die fright of Dame Jobson and all her Uttle crew 
when they beheld him mounted on such an enor- 
mous animal : the children ran screaming away, 
as if they had seen a wild beast, and the poor 
woman wrung her hands in despair, and fell a-cry- 
ifig ; then she threw herself at the feet of the 
giant, begging him to set her dear husband at 
liberty. * He is quite free," said the giant ; I 
6nly brought him home to save him the fatigue 
of walking ; — and now, good woman, if there is 
anything I can do for you, you need but tell me ; 
he I ask no better than to be busy. The dame 
courtsied, and trembled, and wiped her eyes, and 
tried to smile ; but she was so astounded with 
wonder at the sight of this monstrous giant, and 
so surprised at his good-nature, that she began 
to doubt whether she was in her right senses. 
And when her husband talked to her, and told 
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her all that had passed between them, and how 
much the giant had promised to do for them, she 
lifted up her hands and eyes, and said she would 
try to believe it; but she thought it was only too 
good to be true. In the mean while, the chil- 
dren, who had scampered away, when they saw 
their father and mother in friendly talk with the 
giant, ventured gently to return. * Look at his 
legs,' cried little Jack ; * I am sure I could not 
teach round the calf.' -^ * If he stood upright, he 
might gather the cocoa nuts without climbing,' 
said Will. As they drew near, they crowded to- 
gether, as if for defence : but when they saw the 
giant smile upon them, and heard their &ther 
and mother say there ^as nothing to fear, their 
terror ceased'; for neither father nor mother bad 
'ever deceived them, so they had full belief in all 
they said. Their fright was no sooner over, than 
they gaTc way to their ouriosity. The giant was 
still stretched upon the grass ; and in a few min** 
utes the little ones were crawling and climbing 
all over his huge body, and making a playfjellow 
of him. 

*^ In the mean time, the father and mother 
were consulting together how they should man*- 
age to lodge and board the giant. * Why, he 
will want a room bigger than all our house,' said 
the dame, ' and I 'm sure no one can build it but 
himself: then, as for his food,' continued she, 
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he will eat us out of house and home ; he will 
devour a plantation of cabbages and a flitch of 
bacon at a meal.' This Jobsoo had never con- 
sidered ; and he began to doubt whether, after 
all, he had made so good a bargain as he had 
supposed. ' We had best go and speak to the 
giant, wife,' said he ; and accordingly they went 
to inquire what sort of fere he would want. ^ No- 
thing more than a draught of fresh water,' repli- 
ed he. — * Well, that is very moderate, indeed,' 
exclaimed Jobson ; ' neither spirits nor even malt 
liquor!' — *Ay, but for your eating, friend,' 
quoth the wife, who begui to tremble for her 
kitdien. *- ^ I jiever eat,' returned the giant : 
' strong as I am, I requiie no food, so do not dis- 
turb yourselves about that ; and as for house- 
room or bedding, I always lie on th^ grass when 
I am not employed.' You would have thought 
that Jobson and his wife would have gone wild 
wkh joy, when they heard that their powerful 
laborer worked without board, food, or wages ! 
' Why, we shall no longer want for anything,' 
cried they, * provided he always keeps in this 
good temper, and ready to work.' — * We must 
ifot overshoot the mark,' said his wife, ^ but do 
what we can to make things agreeable to him.' 
So they went and told him they should not think 
of askbg him to do what would fatigue him, and 
begged he would work only just when he liked. 
* That depends upon you, my good friends ; I 
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am ready to woik whenever you have "work to 
give me ; as for fatigue, 1 do not know what it 
inespis.' — ' Indeed !' exclaimed Jobson and his 
wife ; ' itiore and more wonderful ! So; then, 
you want no further rest than your night's sleep?' 
— - ^ I never sleep, replied the giant ; ' and can as 
easily work the four and twenty hours round as 
I can a single minute.' Jobson was lost in as» 
tonbhment, and overjoyed at bis good luck. 
They now put their heads leather to settle what 
work they should set the giant to do first. ' He 
shall begin by bruising the com that I am so 
tired of working at,' cried Jobson ; so he showed 
him how he used the stones for that purpose. 
But this proved mere child's play to the giant ; 
and Jobson thought, if he could but get two 
large flat stones, such as were used in a mill, the 
giant would be able to get through much more 
work. But then the quarry was a long way off; 
and when they were cut, how could they ever 
be got home ? ' They will be no burthen to 
me to carry,' said the giant ; Met us be off-' 
Jobson only staid to fetch his tools, which he 
placed in a sort of large shallow box upon the 
giant's shoulders. This served him also for a 
seat*; and carrying the long staff in his hand, 
away they went to the quarry, where they soon 
cut the stones, which were placed in the box on 
the giant's back, and brought home. When 
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^e Stones yi^ere properly arranged, tbo giant 
went to work as steadily as if he bad done noth- 
ing else all his life. At nightfiill the happy 
couple begged him to leave off and take some 
rest ; but they could no^ persuade him to do so. 
They went to bed themselves ; but not without 
first returning thanks to God in their prayers, for 
having sent them so great a blessing as a labor<^ 
er who worked both day and night without want- 
ing either food or lodging." — " And pray what 
was the name of this .wcxiderfiil giant?" said 
Tom, mterruptiog the pedlar. 
, " Aquajbientes,^^ replied he. 

^^ Oh, what a long hard name !" exclaimed lit-* 
tie. Betsy ; ^' I never heard such a name bdbre." 
— r. <' Giants have not tho. same sort of names 
as we men have," replied the pedlar ; " but I 
assure you it is a very significdnt one. Howev* - 
er, now let me go on with my stoiy. 

^^ The children were awak^oied in the night 
by the noise of the giant grinding com ; and, 
frightened at the unusual sound, they called to- 
their mother, who told them what it was. And 
when she saw her husband quietly sleeping by 
her side, and thought Vhat a world of labor he 
was spared, she ejaculated a blessing on their 
new friend before she agaiQ fell asleep. The 
next morning, Aquafluentes having ground all the 
com, asked for more work ; and while Jobson 
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was thinking what he could set him to, he began 
to wash the house, and carried away all the dirt 
and filth in a trice. He then took the children 
down to the water side, played with them for 
some time, and began teaching them to swim : 
this delighted them beyond measure ; and when 
they returned home to breakfast, clean and iresh, 
and with rosy cheeks and good appetites, they 
were full of the praises of their playfellow, Aqoa* 
fluentes. In the mean time, Jobson had settled 
on a task for him : he had long wished to bring 
home a large tree which had been blown down in 
the forest, for the purpose of cutting it into planks, 
in order to floor his cottage, which, got damp and 
muddy in wet weather ; hut it was impossible fer 
him either to carry so heavy a burthen or to cut it 
into planks. Now nothing was more easy; he 
slung the tree across the giant's shoulders, who 
brought it home without difficulty. Then Job- 
son shoiyed him how to use the saw ; he soon 
took to it ; and, after some little time, proved a 
much more exact and regular sawyer than his 
master. Jobson thought he got on prodigiously 
with his work ; yet he said to }iimself, — * If I 
could fasten eight or ten -saws together, parallel 
to each other, with handles at each end, I am 
sure he would be strong enough to pull them 
backwards and forwards, and to cut eight or tep 
planks at once.' The difficulty was to obtain such 



a number of saws. Jobson applied to his neigh«> 
bors, and agreed to provide them with a stipula« 
ted quantity of planks in return for the use of 
their saws. The fiune of the laborious giant had 
spread throughout the colony^ and every one was 
eager to fiirnish a saw, in order to partake of the 
benefit of his work. One of the men, who had 
been bred a carpenter, undertodk to arrange the 
saws in a kind of firamey^ork; others dug out 
a large sawpit. This took some time ; but when 
it was accomplished, and the giant fairly set to 
work, the whole tree was cut into neat planks in 
the course of a day. 

i^ After Jobson had paid for the use of the 
saws, th^re remained planks enough pot only to 
floor his' cottage, but to make a door, a set of 
shelves, and a good sized table. The carpenter 
ofered to make these things for Jobson, on con^* 
dition that he would allow Aquafluentes to grind 
fais com. This was a bargain advantageous to 
both parties, and therefore soon agreed^ upon ; 
and when the rest of the colony saw how com- 
fortable and tidy JobscHi's cottage was become, 
they set to felling trees in the forest for the same 
purpose. Then it was necessary to pay Jobson 
lor Aquafluentes's labor to bring them home and 
saw them into planks ; for' it was not to be ex- 
pected that Jobson should part with the services 
of such a workmam without compensation. Each 
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brought him what he could best spare, or what 
be thought Jobson most wanted. One came 
laden with a basket of fish, being part of a 
draught he had just caught; another brought 
half of a young kid he had lately snared; anoth** 
er some wild ducks he ^ had shot ; and so they 
went on, till Jobson's cotuige was so well stored 
that it might have been t&ken for the larder of 
some greiat inn. One mim brought Jobson la 
purse of money which he had saved from the 
wreck, and offered to pay him in cash for the 
use of the giant's labor. ' Why, my good fd- 
low, what should I do with your money ? it 
would be of no use to me here ; and a guinea 
would not be half so valuable als these good 
things which your neighbors have brought me: 
however, as I have more food than we shall be 
able to consume for many a day, I will take your 
money for once ; mayhap, some day or other^ it 
may turn to some use/ Last of all came a poor 
widow, who had lost her husband since they 
were wrecked : she wished much for a floor of 
planks to keep her children dry and clean ; but 
she had nothing to offer in exchange for the gi« 
ant's labor but a basket of potatoes from her lit- 
tle garden. ' I shall not take your potatoes, 
Martha,' cried Jobson, ^so carry them back 
agdn. ^ Alas !' said the poor widow, I have 
nothing else to offer: you know how destitute I 
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am. Jackaon has kbdly promised to cut me 
down a tree, if I can obtain the giant's services 
to bring it home and saw it bto planks ; and I 
dare say the carpenter would lend me a hand, 
some leisure day, to 4ay down the floor.' -*- ^ And 
do y6u think I am the only one who will not 
give a turn to a poor neighbor without reward ? ' 
muttered Jobson, half suUaily. ^ Go your ways, 
my good woman ; bid Jackson .cut down your 
tree ; and as soon as that is done, Aquafluenties 
shall take it in hand.' The poor woman thank* 
^ him with tears in her eyes; and away she 
trudged i^th her load of potatoes, which^ to her, 
|elt lighter than if she had carried back the bas- 
ket empty ; so pleased was she to have them to 
4lress £>r her children's dinner. 

^' There were two men still loitering about the 
door of Jobson's cottage, who would gladly have 
got the use of the giant's services; but, having 
always been idle, fellows, who had done no more 
than scrape together the bare necessaries of life, 
they had not a single thing to oferin return. ' If so, 
you had as well be gone,' said Jobson ; ' the giant 
does not work to encourage idleness, I promise 
you .' — ' What caa we do ? ' repKed one of them ; 
' if we have got nothing, we can give nothing.' — 
' You have, both of you, got a good pair of arms.; 
and if you had made a right use of them, you would 
not have come empty handed now.' — Jobson's 



^fe, knowing they had each of them a wife and 
children, could not but have a fellow feeling 
towards them, ~ * you have still got your arms,' 
said she ; * and if you will use them for us for a 
time, I 'II venture to say my good man will lend 
you the giant's services.' — * But,' said Jobson, 
* while we have the giant to work for us, what 
need have we of the help of others ? * — ' There 
is a power of things AqualSuentes cannot do, you 
well know, Jobson ; and have not I. many a time 
heard you say that he does his work so fast, that 
it 's more than you can do to get it ready fo^ him ; 
now, why should not you, husband, take your 
ease a bit, and let others prepare the work {of 
him.* — * That 's true enough,' replied he ; ' see^ 
ing we are so well to do in the world, there *s no 
manner of reason why I should slave myself. 
But then,' added he, ' I doubt whether I can 
trust these idle fellows.' — * You may give an eye 
to them, and see that they mind What they are 
set about : besides,' added she, ' I sadly want a 
set of large baskets to keep the store of good 
things our neighbors bring us.' So it was agreed 
that the giant was to grind the com of these two 
men, on condition that they should do such work 
in return as Jobson and his wife required. Then 
one of them was sent to strip off the bark from 
the trunk of a tree, and place it in the pit ready 
for the giant to saw ; whilst the other was des*- 
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patched to gather slips of willow, and make them 
ioto baskets. 

'^ It would be eadless to relate all the advan** 
tages, which the colony reaped frcHn the giant's 
labor ; but, though the benefit was general, Job* ' 
son/being master of his services, was by far the 
greatest gainer by them. This led his' neigh- 
bors, when they had a lebure day, to stroll about 
the unknown parts of the country, in hopes of 
meeting with some other giant, whom they mi^t 
engage in their service. Many were the inqui- 
ries made of Aquafluentes, whether there were 
any other giants in the island. * 1 have a broth- 
er,' repUed he ; ^ l^ut we seldom meet : I love to 
repose in the valleys ; and he for the most part fre- 
quents the hills.' — ' And can he do as much work 
as you do ? ' — ' Yes,' replied Aquafluentes, ' when 
he is in the humor ; but he is more variable in his 
temper, and now and then is over boisterous. He 
sometimes overcomes the natural calmness of my 
temper, and works me up into a rage.' 

" The search of the colonists was long fruit- 
less ; at length, one day Jackson, climbing a high 
rock in pursuit of a wild goat, saw a magnificent 
figure seated upon the summit. He could scarce* 
ly distinguish the shape, for his eyes were daz- 
zled by its brightness ; but what struck him most 
were two enormous wings, as large as the sails of 
a ship,.but thin and transparent as the wings of a 
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gnat* Jackson dcxibted not but ihatithis was 
the brother of Aquafli^tes. Alarmed at the 
account he had heard of the uncertainty «Kf his 
temper, he hesitated whether to approach : tbe 
hope of gain, however^ tempted hdin : • a&d as he 
drew nearer, he observed that he also had a smil- 
ing countenance ; so^ muateriog up courage, he 
veQtured to accost him, and inquire whether^ 
was the person they had so long been in seaseh 
of; and whether he would engage in his service* 
' My name is Veatosus,' cried the winged giant ; 
Sand I am ready to work for you, if you wiU let 
me .hfitye my own way< I am not of the Ibwgifoir- 
elling disposition of my brother,, who plods on 
with the same uniibrm pace* I caniiot help 
SQmeti]|ies laughing at bia sk>w modon^ ai^.I 
amipse myself with mflbg bis placid temper, in 
order to make him jog on a little faster^ But 
then I frequently lend him a helping band when 
he is laden with a heavy burthen. I perch upon 
his bosom, and> stretching out my wings, I move 
with such rapidity as almost to lift him from the 
ground*' Jackson was astonished to hear Aqua*, 
ftueiptes accused of sluggishness : he told Yen- 
tosus what a prodigious quantity of work he had 
done for the colony. ' }ie is a snail to me, for 
all that,' hollowed out Ventpsus, who had some- 
times a very loud voice ; and^ to show his rap- 
idity, he spread his wiAgs, and was out of sight 
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m a -moment. Jackson was sadly frighten- 
ed> lest be should be gone forever ; but he soon 
returned, and consented to accompany Jackson 
home, on condition that he would settle him in 
an elevated spot of ground. ^ My house is built 
on the brow of a hill,' said Jackson, ^ and I dhall 
{riace yours on the sununit.' *-- ^ Well,' said the 
giant, ' if you will get me a couple of millstones, 
I will grind you as much com in one hour as 
Aquafluentes can in two : like my brother, I work 
without food or wages; but then I have an 
independent spirit, I cannot bear confinement, I 
week only when I have a mind to it, and I fol- 
low no will but my own.' — * This is not such 
a tractable giant as Aquafluentes,' thought Jack- 
son ; ^ but he is still more powerfiil ; so I must 
try to manage his temper aS well Bis I can.' His 
wonderful form and the lightness of his wings 
^Lcited great admiration. Jackson inmiediately 
set about building a house for him on the hill, 
to grind com in ; and, in the mean time, Ven- 
tosus took a flight into the valley to see his 
Iwother. He found him carrying a heavy load 
of planks, which he had lately sawed, to their 
proprietor : they embraced each other ; and 
Ventosus, being in a good humor, said, — ' Come, 
brother, let me help you forward with your load ; 
you will never get on at this lazy pace.' — * Lazy 
pac^ ! ' exclumed one of the children, who was 

4 
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seated on the load of wood on the giant^s back ; 
^ why, there is no man who can walk half a quarter 
as fast.' — ' True,' replied Ventosus ; 'but we are 
not such little pigmies as you.' So he seated 
himself beside the- child, stretched out his wings, 
and off they flew with the rapidity which at first 
terrified the boy ; but when he fi>und he waa 
quite 3afe, he was delighted to sail through the. 
air almost as quickly as a bird flies. When they. 
arrived, and the wood had been unloaded, -^-^ 
* Now, brother,' said Aquafluentes, ' you may help 
me back again^' ■— * Not I,' replied Ventosus ; 
' I am going on, straight forward : if you choose 
to go along with me, well and good ; if not, 
you may make your way home as [you please.' 
Aquafluentes thought this very unkind, and he 
began to argue with his brother;, but this only 
led to a dispute : Aquafluentes' temper at l^igth 
grew ruffled ; Ventosus flew into a passion ; he 
struggled with his brother, and roared louder 
than any wild beast. Aquafluentes then lost all 
self-^command^ and actually foamed with rage. 
The poor c^ld stood trembling with fear at a 
distance : he hardly knew the face- of his old 
finend5 so much was his countenance distorted 
by wrath ; he looked as if he could almost have 
swallowed him up. At length Ventosus disen- 
gaged himself firom- his brother, and flew out of 
his sight ; but his i!iighd and moaos were 3)tiU 
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beard afar off. Aquaflaentes also murmured 
loudly^ at the ill treatment he had received ; but he 
composed Himself by degrees ; and, taking the boy 
on bis back, slowly returned home. Jackson in- 
quired eagerly after Ventosus ; and when the child 
told him all that had happened^ he was much 
alarmed for fear Ventosus should never return; 
and he was the more disappomted, as he had^ 
prepared everything for him to go to work. 
Ventosus, however, came back m Ae night; and 
iihen Jackson went to set him to work in the 
morning, he found that nearly half the com was 
already ground. This was a wonderful perfottn- 
sfflce ; yetj upon the whole, Ventosus did not 
prove of such use to the colony as his brother. 
Hte would carry with astonishing quickness ; but 
then, he would always cariry his own way ; ^o 
that it was necessary to know what direction he 
intended to take before you could confide any 
goods to his charge ; and then, when you thought 
t6em sure to arrive on account of the rapidity 
with which they were conveyed, Ventosus would 
sometimes suddenly change his mind, and veer 
about with the fickleness of a weathercock ; so 
that the goods, instead of reaching their place 
of destination, were carried to some other place, 
or brought back to the spot whence they set out. 
This inconvenience could not happen with re- 
gard to grinding com; but one, of no less im- 
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portance, often did occur. Ventosus, when not 
inclined to work, disappeared, and was no where 
to be found. 

" The benefit derived fix)m the labor of these 
two giants had so much improved the state of 
the colony, that, not only were the cottages well 
floored, and had good doors and window-shut- 
ters, but there was ^abundance of comfortable 
furniture — ^bedsteads, tables, chairs, chests, and 
cupboards, as many as could be wished ; and the 
men and women, now that they were relieved 
from the most laborious work, could employ 
themselves in making a ^number of things which, 
before, they had not time for. It was no won- 
der, therefore, that the desire to discover more 
giants was uppermost in men's minds. In reply 
to their numerous inquiries,^ Aquafluentes one day 
said, with a sigh, — ^ I know but of one more ^f 
our species to be met with in tMs -island, and that 
is a truant son of my own. It is many years 
ago since he left me ; and, £x)m that day to this, 
I have never beheld him. His mother was of 
the tribe of Salamanders, and he always todk to 
her relations more kindly than to mine ; and, one 
sultry day, as he was basking in the sunbeams, 
he rose up of a sudden and disappeared from 
my sight.' — * Then there is little chance that 
any of us should find him,' cried the colonists, 
' he has probably left the island.' 
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" POTkins, one of the most enterprising among 
them, was not wholly discouraged by this ac- 
count ; he returned alone to talk to Aquafluen- 
tes about hi? runaway sod ; and learnt that there 
was reason tabelieve he had not wholly aban- 
doned the island, as he was known to amuse him- 
self occasionally with bathing in a hot spring 
which flowed from a rock in a distant valley, 
where none of the inhabitants had ever beeiu 
* The fact isj' said his father, ' he takes so much 
after hi» motlier, that he eannot live but in a ve- 
ry high temperature. These waters are boiling 
hot ; but this only increases his vigor.' Perkins 
inquired if he wfis a powerful workman. ' I can 
only speak by report,' replied the father ; ^ and 
6K>m thfit I should judge that he can do more 
than I and Ventosus together: the difficulty, 
however, is to catch him and confine him, for he 
is just the reverse of Ventosus ; he wilJ only 
work when imprisoned: then, he' differs from 
both of us by being a great feeder.*" — ^Oh!' 
exclaimed Perkins, ' if so, he loses one of his 
principal merits ; for, if ho is near the size of 
either of you, it will be difficult to satisfy his ap- 
petite, and it may cost me as much to procure 
him food, as I should gain by his labor.' — * Ncvt , 
er fear,' returned the giant, ' the only food he 
takes is coals or wood, which he devours burning 
hot, and the more you 'give him the better he 
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will work, provided, as I said before, he is im- 
prisoned.' — ^But where can we meet with ft 
prison large enough to enclose a giant}' — * Why, 
in regard to his size/ ropUed AquaAuegEites, 
^ though he sometimes reaehes up to the skies, 
he can, at others, be > squeezed into a very small 
compass, and the i^naller the space in which you 
confine bim, the harder he will work.' — * Surely 
be cannot take a pleasure in being imprisooed/ 
said Perkins. — * Oh, no !' replied Aquaflu^tfes ; 
^ he works only with a view to get free; for he 
is as fond of hb liberty as Ventosus.'— * Well/ 
said Perkins^ ^ If you will help me, perhaps we 
might manage to get hold of him.' Accordiog- 
ly, the next morning they set out together. Per* 
kk)s havbg purchased the services of Aquafluen* 
tes by a fine ham which he todk to Jobsoo. As 
they were xm their road, Perkins quietly seated 
on the back of the giant, be inquired of him by 
what means he thought they could confine lus 
ison, if they should be so fortunate as to meet with 
him i ^ I have brought a vessel for that pur- 
pose,' said the giant, and showed him a bottle ; 
upcm which Perkins fell a laughing, and declared 
^ that he believed Aqus^uente^ was making game 
of hira. - In a short time they arrived at the hot 
spring. As they drew near^ they observed a 
great body of vapor rising firom the pool. — 
^ Look, look !' cried jAquafluentes, ^ th^re he is.' 
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Perkins looked with great eagerness: be saw 
nothing but a cloud of steam. In a few mooients, 
however, this cloud took the form of an enor- 
mous giant, whose head reached almost to the 
ckmds: the figure, as it condnued slowly risbg, 
became more and more indistinct, till at length 
it wholly disappeared. — <^^ There he was, indeed !' 
exclaimed Perkins ; ^ but he is gone, perhaps 
fled fo!reyer !' *^ ^ No, no !' replied Aquoflaentee ; 
^ since we know the spot he haunts, we may be 
more fortunate another time.' Another time they 
came, but no giant was to be se^i. ^ So much 
the bettet,' said Aquafluentes ; ^ we must {Hre- 
pare to catch him when he rises ;' so he drew 
out his bottle, whidi be held with the mouth 
downwards over the pool, and he gave the coik 
to Perkins, charging him to thrust it into the 
bottle, as soon as be saw it filled with vapor. 
Perkins had much to do tQ refrain tmak laughing 
at the idea of squeezing a giant into a bottle i 
however, he was too intent on an object of such 
importance, to venture to give way to his mirth, 
in a short time the ' vapor began to rise ; Aqua- 
fluentes held the bottle inverted over it, where it 
appeared thickest : it was soon filled, and well 
corked; but Perkins could not be persuaded 
that they really were in possession of the long- 
sought treasure. * Well, if he is within the bot- 
tle,' said he, ' he submits to his confinement with 
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a v^j good grace ; he is as quiet as a lanib.'-^ 
^ Never trust to that/ replied Aquai^uentes, ' he 
is cool now ; but you will see the diflferesce by 
and by. When they got home, A^aQuentes 
told him to place fakn in the chwoney corner as 
near the fire as possible : ^ Heat is his elem^t,' 
said he, ^ and nnless you contrive to keep him 
scalding hot, you will do nothisig with him.' 
Perkins, in order to give his tiew host complete 
satisfaction, placed him in a pot of bcalmg water 
over the fire, when, to his utter consteniatioa,' 
the cork fiew out, and he saw the figure of the 
giant, <^ a diminished size, come out of the boltie^- 
and, increasing in dimensions . as it arose, niake 
its escape throiigh the chinmey. Perkins, qifite 
discomforted, went to relate the disa^erto Aquar 
fliientes. ^ What a trick the lad has played you F 
said be ; ' but we will catch him again, depend 
upon it.' — ' What 's the use of catdhing, if we 
can't keep him V retorted Perkins. ^ ^ I advise 
ydu/ said Aqoafiuentes, ' to see if among the 
things saved fi»m the wreck, there is not an iron 
or a copper yessel, which would be strong enough 
to bold him, when he is alive and active, and fit 
for work.' Perkins inquired throughout the col- 
ony, and at last found a man who had a brass 
vessel of a cylindrical form, which Perkins pur* 
chased with a pair of old. shoes. 'I defy bun 
to burst this,' cried Perkins, ^ it is so thick and 
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strong.*—^ I have known Mm crack stouter ves- 
sels,' replied the* giant, 'when he is much heat- 
ed by passion ;* but, on examining it, he' said he 
didogbtit would serve their, purpose ; for he ob* 
served, that there waS a small opening closed 
with a little door. ^ He will make nothing of 
lifUng this door,* cried he, * when he is violent ; 
' but it is too small for him t6 escape by. How- 
ever, it will serve hhn to ven^ hi^ wrath and 
keep him more temperate.' The next day olT 
they po9Ved ; succeeded in enclosing Vapordso 
(for ttiat was biis name), as he arose from the' 
bcttlbfg pool ; and caitied him home in triumph. 

^* When- Vaporoso was fkirly captured, he w«s ' 
ready to come to terms with his master, and of- 
feced to -do almost any sort of y^tk he chose to 
s^t him TO. « But,' said he, * it would be beneath = 
niy talents to grind corn or to saw planks. I can 
work a manufactuite of cotton or woollen, at rai^ 
coais or water out of a mine.' — * As for coals,' 
said Perkinn, ^ we have such abundance of wood, 
that we need give ourselves no trouble to get 
coals ; and in regard to mining of any sort, that 
is quilfC beyond our reacb. But if it were possi- 
ble to manufecture the cotton that grows in such 
plenty in this country, it would be a great bless- 
ing ; for we are all short of shirts, and our wo* 
men^ and children are half naked. So I must 
consult with die rest of them, and see if it would 
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be possiUe to build some mills to spin the cot* 
ton and weave it.' This was so deshable a 
thing, that every one was ready to give his as- 
sistance to the best of his ability* The car- 
penter, the smith, and the wheelwright were 
of essential service ; and, after much toil and 
trouble, a mill was erected. A manufacturer 
fix)m Matichester w<^ld have laughed at it ; buf 
it proved a most valuable treasive to the litde 
colony ; which, by the by, continued the ped- 
lar, I ought to have told you, had increased csmr 
siderably in population, as well as in wealth." *^ 
^' Wealth ! " mterrupted Tom : <^ I thought you 
said they made no use of money, and did not 
care about it." *^ ^^ True," replied the pedhv, 
*^ the wealth I speak of was the com, and cattle, 
and vegetables, and fumteure, and better houses, 
and boats with which they caught pienty of fish, 
and other things unthout numbeir» After a 
few years had passed over then: heads, no one 
would have known the colony again, so much 
was it increased and improved. Thanks to 
Aquafluentes and Ventosus, and above all, to 
Vapoioso : not that the people were idle ; they 
had enough te do to prepare work for the 
'giants, and finish it up after they had performed 
their part. Thus, the men had to build houses, 
and to make furniture, and boats, and carts, out 
of the boards which Aquafluentes sawed. Then 
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they wera oUiged to raise the com for Ventosus 
to griiidy and afterwards mike it into bread." '— 
'^ And the womeo must have had plenty of work 
toO)" smd little Betsy, " after they made cottoD^ 
to sew it up into gowns and petticoats for the little 
gids.'^ — " Very true, my dear," said the old 
man ; '^ and the little girls helped them at this 
work ; fi>r there was a school set up to teach the 
«luldren to sew, and to read and write ; and the 
poor widow was the mistress of it» Then there was 
a choxoh built, it was neither very large nor very 
huidsome ;• but they prayed to God in it as pious^ 
lyand as sincerely asif it had been finer and rich* 
mg ; and never Ailed to letuni thanks for the 
wonderfiil assistanee he had sent them^" — '^ But 
pray, what did the men do for coats ? " asked 
Tom; ^^ jfor theiis must have been worn out in 
time, as well as the women's petticoats ? '' -^ 
*^ Oh I '^ said the pedkr,^*' when once the manu<- 
feotute of cotton was found to answer, another 
for wool was set on foot ; and after that they 
raised flax, and manufactured linen ; and, buik 
as many mUls as they would, Vaporoso worked 
Aem all. At last they undertook to build a 
aUp ; and ibeh the tluree giants began to dispute 
whieb should take charge of it. — ^ It cannot 
move. without my assistance,' said Aquafiuentes. 
^ Nay,' said Ventosus, ^ you may support it, but 
a pretty, snail's pace it will move at> unless I 



pefch upoD tbe deck, and stretch out my wings ; 
end then it will fly upon the surface of tbe wan 
teis.' — * Aj, but it must fly the way yon choosis 
to go/ cried Vaporoso, ' ^ while i can take it in 
any direction they choose it to go^ and at a quicks 
et rate than eiliier of you. Aquaefluentes was 
obliged to give op tbe point ; for though he could 
have carried a Vessel as for as the tnouth of a jvmt^ 
he' had no power to walk on th<e sea. The other 
twodetenmned to divide the charge amicably he- 
tween them. Wh)en Ventosus was in a humor 'to 
conduct the vessel towards the placeof its desHnu'- 
tion, he was to be captain : but if he gmw refraction 
ry, the command was to be taken by *Vaponoai, 
llie colony had txm Ian opportunity of eithfer'te- 
tnrning to England, or seekmg^tbe spot wherek had 
at first been their intention to settle ; but, xhiring 
tbe course of twenty years that they had been es* 
tablished in this desert island, they bad improved 
it so much, and become so attached to it, that they 
had not the least desire to leave it* Besides, the 
young people were now growing old ; but those 
who had been bom in the island, or had arrived 
there at a very early age, were curious to visit 
' England, 'of which they had heard so much from 
their parents. They carried thither a cargo of 
goods, the produce of the island, which they 
thought would fetch a good price in England, 
and brought in return such commodities as tbe 



THB TUSl OIAintt. 



ccdony requiredt Tbus^ manu&ctures and com* 
merce were established in the country,- and from 
that time they went oli in an almost uninterrupted 
eourse ^prosperity. And so now I am come 
to the end of my stor]^," cried the oid man, who 
hegan lo be out -of breath with so long a narra- 
tive. ^^ And a very pietty story it is," cried 
Tom, "with palits in plenty ! '^ ~ « Bat I 
ahoold be glad to know where the sense lies i " 
sind Hopians ; " for as it has not pkaaed God to 
gifve I'us such helps as you desoribe, I see no 
good that can come of setting us a longing for 
what we can't get, and so maJdng us discontent* 
ed with what we have*" 

*' Are you sure that you have no such helps ? ** 
said the old man, with an arch smile. " I could 
^e you an explanation of my tale^ but little 
Betsy would say it was the stupid moral at the 
end : ^o I think the children had better go to 
bed before I proceeds" Betsy and little Jem, 
who were beginning to yawn, agreed to this; 
bat the other children all begged leave to stay 
and hear the explanation. 

" Well, then," cried the old man, " Nature 
has, in reality, given these gigantic powers to 
assist the labors of men." The children look- 
ed around in astomshment, as if doubting whether 
they should not behold one of the giants. " Tell 
me," continued he, addressing Hopkins, "who 
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is it turns the mill that saws the wood yonder ? " 

— " No one," cried Hopkins : " it is turned by 
a stream of water." — ^^ And does not that stifeam 
of water wdrk, without requiring ehher food, 
lodging, or wages ? " — " lliat is true, indeed,^ 
relied Hopkins, scFatching his head,, as if to 
make the meaning enter into it the' easier. ^' It 
is strange that never struck me befcre."-^' 
" Aquafluentes/' continued the pedlar, *^ means 
no other than a stream of running water.'' ---^ 
'^ Oh, that is the reason cried Jenny, '^ that he 
cleaned the house^ and washed the children, and 
taught them to swim ; but I do not understand 
how running water can fetch and carry cargoes 
of wood and other things, as Aquafluentes did." 

— " Why, in a boat," said Tom, " no doubt : 
don't you remember tfaey placed a large shallow 
box on his back, to bold thmgs in : what was 
that but a boat ? " — " Ay, true," replied Jenny ; 
^^ and tl^ long pole or staff to make the giant go 
on, must have been an oar." — " Well, it must 
be confessed," said Hopldns, " there is as much 
truth as fiction in your tale." 

^' Then Ventosus," continued the pedlar . • . 
" Oh, stop," cried Tom, interrupting him ; " let 
me try to guess what Ventosus means." After 
thinking awhile, he exclaimed, — '^ I do think 
Ventosus must be the wind ; because, when he 
quarrels with his brother, Aquafluentes, be makes 
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the waves rage, and swell, and foam. Oh, it is 
eertai&ly the wind which turns the mill to grind 
the corn/' — " True," said Hopkins, thoughtfal- 
Ij; ^^the wind is another gigantic ^power in na- 
ture Vor which we have never thought of being 
tbankfiil. Well, my good friend," continued he, 
^^ your story has ts^ught me that we possess bless- 
ings I little thought of; and I hope it will teach 
us to be grateful for them. But what is the tlnrd 
power, which is more able than the other two ? " 
— " It is one you know less of, — it is steam ; 
which, confined b the cylinder of the steam*-eii-< 
gine, sets all our manu&ctures in motion. As it 
rises from boiling water, I have called it the so» 
of water and of fire or heat« It is now, you 
know, applied to vessels at sea, acting always 
steadily and regularly, while the wind is not un- 
der our command. But, observe," said the ped- 
lar, ^^ though these powers do so much for men, 
they do not take the work out of their hands.: on 
the. contrary, when the mills or manufactures 
thrive, they ^ve them more to do. It was the 
giant Vaporoso that introduced the] cotton mills 
in this vUlage, which gives so much work to all 
the folks in the neighborhood ; andif Ventosus did 
npt grind the corn, depend upon it there would not 
be half so much raised ; no, nor near so many 
bake^ : for, when men were obliged to bruise 
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their com themselves, it would t&ke up the'time 
which they can now givci to sowing and reapiitg 
it.*' -^" Nor would there be so many floored 
cottages, and doors, and window shutters, end ta- 
bles, and chairs,-' said Tom ([HX)ud to show that 
he t^ad not forgotten the number of articles mefi- 
tiiooed in the tale), '^if Aquafluentes had. not 
been such a capital sawyer of wood." * — " Well,' 
but,'' said Dame Hopkins, who hitherto had- 
made no remark, for, being busied about her dd^ 
mestic affidrs, ^aB had not heard above half tiite 
story, ^^ if these giants do but make men Work the 
more, I can't see what good they do &em.-' — ^ 
"Why, wife," answered Hopkins, '^wedont 
wan't to be idle ; but we want to earn a eom- 
fortable livelihood by our work ; and I see nO^, 
that, if it were not for the help of these powers 
which nature has given us (and we must have 
been as blind as buzzards not to have observed 
them before), our cottage would have been un- 
floored, we should have had neither bedstead to 
lie. on, chair to sit on, or table to eat c^; and, 
what 's worse still, a sad scarcity of In'ead to set 
on the table at meals. We have now the pro^ ' 
duce of our owfi work and of theirs aliso ; and, 
as they do a hundred times more work than we 
can, why, we get a hundred times more food and 
clothing, and comforts of one kind or other." 
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. ^^ Ay/' said Jea^; ; '^ wb^re should we bave 
got our cotton gowsa and petticoats^ or you 
your $birt, Tom^ if Vaporoso had not set the 
cottcm mills a-goiug ? " — *^ Well/' said Hopkins, . 
snuffing up the air, " I smell the smell of sup«*' 
per. I see my good woman has been busy to 
some purpose.'' r- '^ Ay, and it 's all the work' 
of my own bands/' said she: ^^none of your 
gJLj^nts Mve had any thing to do with it." But 
the pedlar, who stood up, for the credit of his 
^9nts, replied,-:r'^By your leave, mistress, I 
think yoM are mistaken. These potatoes could 
never h^vo been so well boiled without the help 
ofMUf^im ; nor would the iron, of whbh the pot 
is^ma/de, have been so easily got out of the 
m^ie^r without the use of a steam^ngme." -— 
'^ J U)ink that truant young giant is the greatest 
favorite of yours/' said Hopkins, " of the three." 
-r- *' Not when he was running wild about the 
country," replied the pedlar ; " but, after he was 
redaimed, and took to working, he certainly did 
more than the other two." — "And, mother, 
who ground the com that made this bread ? " 
eried Tom, archly. '^ And I doubt whether 
Ventpsus had not some band in bringing this su- 
gar over the seas from foreign parts/' said Hop- 
kins. " Well, well, come in and eat/' cried the 
good dame a little angry that she did but half 
understand the meaning of the story, which 
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seemed to be mora attended to than her supper. 
So they all went in laughing and jdbdng, and sat 
down to a comfertable meal ; which, in spite of 
all the credit the good dame plaimed for her cook- 
ing, they declared she could not have brought to 
the table without the help of Aquaflueiites, Yen- 
tosusi and -Vaporoso* 



I 
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** Father," said Tom the next inoi;ning to 
Hc^kins, ^^ I can't, for the life of me, make out 
why we are so poor in old England : for the real 
giants work much more for us here than they did 
ibr the folks in the desert island. What is a sin- 
gle water-mill, and a single wind-mill, and such 
a bit of a factory as they set up, compared to all 
those we have here ? And yet they lived in 
plenty, while we are often half starved." 

^^ Their island was but a nutshell to burs," 
cried Hopkins ; ^^ and there were but a few of 
them in it ; and so the single water-mill, and 
wind-mill, and bit of a factory, as you call it, did 
all the work they wanted ; while here, we are 
too many by half for all the mills and factories in 
the kingdom." 

<*Well, then we have oothing to do but 



68 POPULATION, ETC.] 

to build more } there 's nQ want of hands with 
us." 

" Ay, but you must have wherewithal to pay 
the builders ; and money runs short among so 
many." 

" It can't run short.er than it did in the isl- 
and," replied Tom ; " for they had but one 
pursefuU that I heard of, and that they made no 
use of. So why cannot you build without money 
here, as well as they did there ? you need only 
feed the workmen, instead of paying them wa- 
ges." — " That 's all one," said Hopkins ; " feed 
and. clothe the workmen, or pay them wages 
comes to the same thing ; and , if food and doth-? 
ing run short, the factory cannot be built, nor 
worked, if it were built. The fault lies in there 
being more people here than there b food to 
maintain, clothes to cover, or houses to lodge 
them. There 's your mother there has had stx* 
teen children ; and Grod knows we have never had 
wherewithal to bring up half that number. But 
you are too young for these matters, Tom, so be 
off to your work, and don't stand idling here." 

When Tom was gone, his mother said,— 
" Ay, its very hard that I, who have brought 
sixteen children into the world, and worked, as 
one may say, day and night, should not be able 
to give them clothes to their backs, nor a hearty 
meal of wholesome food ; no, nor a bit of learn- 
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ing to lift them on in the world. You know 
what a hard matter we have had to place out 
Diok and Nance ; and now that I am looking out 
for Jenny, there is nothing to be had. I sent 
her after Farmer Wilkin's place, but there were 
no less than six gjrls about it already ;. so they 
underbid each other, aud one of them, got it, 
who offered to go for nothing more than her 
board and a pair of shoes a year," 

"'That is because there are more girls than 
{daces for them," ^aid John. 

" Well, and what is to be done with them at 
home is more than I can tell ! Why,, there is 
Jenny gets^uch an appetite now-a-days> there is 
no satisfying her. She would be willing enough 
to earn the bread she eats, if she knew but 
how ;. but they won't take her in at the nrills, 
s^ there is no want of hands at the factory .** — ■ 
"That is because there are more hands to work 
&an work to be done," replied her husband. — 
"Don't be telling me of your 'cause this, and, 
'cause t'other," cried the impatient wife ; " but 
tell tne, what is much more to the purpose, how 
BiMto get bread to put into my children's 
mouths ?" But John said,, with a sigh, that was 
more than he could tell. 

" But I suppose you can tell the caus^ ?" re- 
torted his discontented wife. — " Yes, that is 
easy enough," replied John ; " there are more 
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mouths to be fed than there is bread to feed 
theni/' — " Well, and where is the remedy ?** — 
" That IS a harder matter, wife. Now we have 
the children, we must make the best of it we 
can, and divide what we have among them; 
but if you had not had such a swarm of brats, 
we should all have fared better. Look at neigh- 
bor Fairburn's ; why, they never want for any 
thing P' — "Ay, that is true enough," replied his 
wife ; " there was his Sukey at church last Sun- 
day in as neat a cotton gown as I would wish to 
set eyes on t and, God forgive me f I could not 
but cast a look of envy on it, when I compared 
it with our own poor girls* patched rags. Well, 
I remember the time, when Patty there was but 
a little one, she had as good a gown to her back 
as Sukey Fairbum ; but times are sadly chang- 
ed now !'* — " As for that matter, dame,*' cried 
John, " cotton gowns are a great deal cheaper 
now than they were then ; but you have had 
thirteen children since, Patty ; so it is no wonder 
you can't give them a new gown so often, even 
though you may buy the cotton at half price. 
When we had only three children, why, it was 
natural we should do as well as Fairbum does 
with his three, for both he and I get the same 
wages ; but when you come to divide among 
three, or among sixteen, there is a wide diflfer* 
ence.*' — " Nay, but you know, John, we never 
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bad sixteen alive at once, nor near/' cried the 
wife.— ^^ That is true," said he ; ^' but ao many 
dying, is but a proof we had more than we could 
rear. If you and I had not married till the time 
of life Fairbum and his wife did, we should not 
have been troubled with such a monstrous fi^i* 
ly." The good dame, who could not bear any 
reflection being cast on the number of her chil- 
dren^ and yet was at a loss for an argument in 
its iavor, said coaj^ingly to her husband — '^ Well, 
but, John, you know the proverb says, ' The 
more the. merrier.' " — f^ Ay, but you forget 
what follows, wife, — ^The fewer the better 
©hear.' " 

John then went on to show that if the labor^ 
ers took care to have small families, they would 
gain another and a still greater advantage ; not 
only would they, have fewer children to clothe 
and feed, and therefore their money would go 
further, but also their wages would necessarily be 
higher. The rich^ instead of having too many 
workmen, would have too few. His wife thought 
that this would not mend matters, for that the 
fewer the laborers, the more work would each 
have to do« But John replied very properly, 
^^ Nay, nay, we are not slaves, and cannot be 
forced to work more than we are willing. Now," 
continued he, " if we were fewer in number, the 
rich would be booking out for workmen, instead 
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of w(»:kmen lookmg out fixr employers, as is the 
case DOW. And if there were a want of hands in* 
stead of a want of work, those who wanted woik 
to be done would be ready enough to pay high* 
er wages. We might say to our employers, ^ If 
you do not choose to give us a better prioe fox 
our labor, we will go elsewhere to others who 
will,' But if any of us were to say that now, 
when there are so many all wanting employment, 
we should starve in idleness, for others would 
consent to work at the low prices which we had 
refused.'^ . * . 

^* I can^t think the rich would ever allow xis to 
fix our own price," said the wife; "for they 
are wiser, by far than we are, and they are 
imghty clever at having things their own way. 
They would get a law made to forbid the raising 
of wages, mayhap ! It is true, as you say, they 
can't chlige us to work, but they ,may oblige us 
by law to take low wages, if we do work, and 
you know well enough we can't live without it.*' 
— " There 's no doubt of that," replied John ; 
" and it reminds me, that when I went to pay the 
last quarter's schooling, I found the master mus* 
ing over an old book, and he bade, me stop to 
hear what it said ; for that it was ^ curious thing, 
and concerned the limbering people ; and moreo" 
ver that it was true. Well, as far as I can re* 
collect, he read that oace upon a time there was 
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a mortal disease feU upon the people of EDgland, 
called the plague, and that as many as half of 
tfaem died of it." ^-^ ^^ Poor creatures !^' exclaim- 
ed the wife, in a tone of compassion, ^' how 
shocking!'' Then, after a little thought, she 
added, ^' Laborers must have been scarce enough 
then, God knows !" — " Well," continued John^ 
<< tfa« bock went on to say, that those who sur* 
vired took advantage of their numbers being re* 
diioed, lo ask higher wages." — ** Ay, but there 
is one thing I can't understand," said the wife ; 
why should there be a call for more laborers } 
for if thete were fewer poor folks ta labor, lliere 
were fewer rich folks to labor for ; for the plague 
is foo respects of persons, and Ms on the rich 
as well as the poor, as we read in the Bible it 
did m the time of Pharaoh." — *" Sure enough," 
replied John; "but then the rkjh can pay for 
doctor's stuff, and all manner of things to help 
them through it ; so more of them- are likely to 
recover than of the poor, who are pent up in 
their small cottages, and have no money to pay 
nurses or doctors. Howev6r, there is no doubt 
but that many of the rich died too. But lodk 
ye, wife, when they go down to the grave, their 
riches are not buried with them ; no, no, that re- 
mains above ground, and goes to their friends 
and rdations ; so you see the plague did not 
take the money, and there was not less of that 
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m the land, though there were fetrefr ptople. 
Now mind ye, wife, it is wealth that sets die 
people to work, So if half the rich folk had 
died, others would have come in for their wealth ; 
and these, hecoming so much richer than they 
were hefere, would have wanted more people to 
woric for them." 

'^They might w€mt and welcome," said the 
wife ; ^^ but how could they get them if they 
were dead ?" ' — " Aad it is just because they 
cannot get those who died^ that those they con 
get (I mean those who survived) are sure to get 
higher wages ; for, as I said before, when labc^^ 
era aje scarce, tfa« rich are ready enoi;^ to pay 
them high wages. But the book went oq to say, 
tbi^ when the King who reigned in those limes 
heard that hb subjects would not work without 
ittgher wages, he fell kito a rage, and joaadealaw 
such as you were thinking of, wife, to forbid^ na* 
der severe pains and penalties, that the poor 
should take higher wages than they bad l3efore 
the plague*" — ^" Why, then, I think he w^ no 
better than a tyrant, to hinder the poor frcnn get*- 
ting what they fairly could : he must have been 
quite another sort of man from our good King 
William." — " That he was," said John ; " but 
it would not do ; and after a hard struggle, the 
King was obliged to give in, and the people got 
the wages they asked." 
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<' Well, butl do not know how it is/' said bis 
wife, after a pause^ " ray mind sadly misgives 
me about high wages ever since -the Fairy's wand 
brought on such a train of ill luck, that we so 
Ihtle looked for." — "That was because the 
high wages then was not the natural rate of wa- 
ges, as one might say. The Fairy forced wages 
up, and had no better success than the King's 
law to force wages down ; but you see, wife, that 
Ihe nature of things is stranger than King's laws 
or Fairies' w^ds ; and that when the number of 
laborers was so much lessened by the plague, it 
t^s quitd natural that the wages sl»>uld be high, 
find so dfey were, without any iU hidk: eomiog 
of it." 

« Well, for my part, I can't see the differeneey" 
said the good dame. ^^Why should not die 
Tfiaiiuftemrers^ send away half their 'workmtii 
when wages t^ after the plague, jnst as they 
did when the Fairy's wand did the business." 

" Mercy on me," cried John, " how thkik- 
headed you are, wife ! Don't you see that half 
of them are sent away already by the plague in* 
to then* coffins ? so, instead of discharging any 
more, they must pay high wages if they wish to 
keep those that remain ; for when laborers are 
scarce, and there is a great demand for them, 
they won't work without good pay." 

"Then," said his wife, retummg to her favcM^ 
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he subject, *' when the laboring people were so 
well off they might marry young, for they could 
afford to provide for a large &mi]y if they chanc- 
ed to have one," John readily agreed to this, 
observing, at the sajne tkne, *^ that people most 
take <^re, however, not? to overshoot the mark ; 
for that if they increased and muhiplied so much, 
that in the end the market were again overstocks- 
ed with lab(Mrers, wages would naturally Ibwet 
again, and then the poor would be in no better 
plight than they were before the pkgue. And 
that is the pUght we are in now,'' continued 
John. /' But God forbid thart a plague should 
ever jcome to thin' our ranks !" — " Heaven pre- 
serve us from it P' cried his wife ; " for though 
those that outlive it may fere the better, who 
knows, John, diat you and I should escape vCifli 
our lives ; and I '11 promise you," added she, with 
a look of ajirigbt, " it would snatch away some 
of the children that are still left to us." 

" Ay, I trust the plague will never return ; but 
we may learn a lesson from that which is past, 
though it be so many years back. For we may 
be sure that if we have but small, or at least mod- 
erate sized families, in the course of a few years 
it will bring about the same good to the working 
people." 

" To be sure," said his wife, " If there had 
been only one or two girls after Farmer Wil- 
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kin's place, Jenny would have stood a much 
better chance of getting it, and perhaps have 
had two or three guineas wages ; for if girls were 
scarce, they would not be so simple as to be sat* 
isfied with their board and a pmr of shoes/' 

• " Well, dame, the country is like our family, 
there are too many of them for every one* to get 
a livelil^ood." — " God help the country I " cried 
the wife; '^it is moro than we can do to help 
ourselves." — " Why, what is a country made 
up .of, but of families tike ours ? " said John. — • 
f* And if every feraily bad taken car© of them« 
selves, there would have been no distress in the 
country. When God has given us hands to la« 
bor with, and heads with common sense to teach 
us what we ought to do, we have no reason to 
complain, and it is our own &ult if we do not 
guard against poverty by prudence and saving* 
We ought not to have married so young, and 
then we should not have been troubled with so 
large a family. But what is done can't be un- 
done, only it should serve as a warning against 
another time." 

" We are little likely to marry again, either of 
us," said his wife ; " and if we did, sure enough 
it would not be over young." 

" I was not thinking of you and me, wife, but 
of the young ones. There is our boy, George, 
who is but two and^ twenty, hankering after 



Betsy BkxxDfieldy and she is but niQeteeiL. 
Now, George has not a fiirtbing atoce than dia 
labor of his bands la support her and the dozen 
of children they are likely to have at those years. 
I say, I will not bear of it. George must work 
hard and lay up something befi>re he marries the 
prl. And let her go to servioe, and get somo^ 
ibiag to lay by too ; and dieut when they haire 
a little money in hand, and a few move yeans 
over their beads, tfaey may come tagetber with4 
out harm.'' 

<* Meicy OD us I what will diey say to4lili ? 
it win be a hard thing upon them, Jdm/' 

'^ But it would be harder atill upon their chit* 
dren, if we let them marry so young* They 
would be half starved, and rickety, and breed all 
sorts of distempers, and so they would die ofi, 
and be an affliction instead of blessing to tbca? 
parents." 

^^ Ah ! " said the good woman, heaving a 
sigh, '^ like our poor babes.'* Then, after a 
pause of painful remembrance, she added, •-*«• 
^^But one of^them, you know, John, was cap* 
ried off by the measles, and that is not bred by 
lack of good food, but comes of the will of God." 

" Yes," returned John ; " but if it had not 
been a poor weakly thing, it might have got 
through the measles as well as the rest of them. 
Why, to be sure, none of them died of starva- 
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tion ; but who knows but that they might all 
have lived, had thej been reared, in jdenty ? " 

^^ Alack ! " said the poor woman, drawbg the 
back of her hand across her eyes ; ^' it was sot 
SBO much their deaths I minded, far I knew they 
would want for nothing in a better world ; but it 
wu their palkg and crying when they were alire, 
as if they had not a momecit's peace, poor babes ! 
They were a sore trouble to me.; and the more 
I loved them, the harder it was to bear* One 
while,'* continued the poor woman, ^^ we lost our 
cbildreii by the 8mal^>ox ; and when the cow* 
pox was fiuind out, I thought they would be 
safe ; but they went off the same, one by one 
sickness, another by another ; so I can't but think, 
husband, that it is the will of God. that poor 
babes should drop off, as the blossom drops 6rom 
Aa trees ; for it never all comes to fruit." 

" It is the will of God," answered John, ** that 
children should die if their parents do not pro- 
vide fer them so that they may live. And when 
there is no small-pox, why, the sickly ones are 
carried off by the measles or hooping-cough ; 
nay, even a cold will do the work : for die some 
of them iiiw^,' when there is not food to rear 
them an." 

" Nay, John, I can't bear to hear you talk 
after that foshioh. It seems fin- all the world as 
if you thought their dying a good riddance." 
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^^No; but I think it a sin andasbfuxietobriiig^ 
diiidren into the woAd just to suffir, a^d aoad. 
diem out oi it. First a cradle, and then a eoffift^ . 
and little else, between tbftn fretting* But, ai 
least, let us have no grandehtMiren bora to di». 
off in that way: we must Uve and learn, or ym 
shall live to litde purpose* So get Betsy Bkyxn- 
field a service as soon as you cam." 

'' Well,-" said Dame Hopkins^ after a li»te 
thought, *^ there is the S^pilre's lady was here livitv 
wedc, in want of a girl for her nursery* I beg^-. 
ged hard for our Jenny ; it woidS ba\se been the. 
making of her; but it was lost JaboTi. for the^ladj 
would have it she was too yoang. .She cast aa 
eye upon Patty, there," added she,, in a half 
whisper; ^^ but I told the lady she bad other 
thoughts in her head. Now this plane wonid 
just suit Betsy, who is a nice tidy body, and has 
reared up her brothers and sisters, and. is fit -ibt' 
a nursery." 

John turned towards his daughter Patty, who 
was sitdng by the casement window^ sewing* 
Whep she saw that her fiither observed her, a 
blush came over her face ; for shecoidd not con<r 
ceal the tears that were trickling down her 
cheeks. " Hey-day, what is to do, now ?♦" cried 
he ; " have you and Tom Barton had a loveis' 
quarrel ? Never fear, girl, you will soon make it 
up agam." — " Oh no," cried Patty, " he never 
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^▼es me so muefa ms a cross. word ; but I bave 
bbaxd fill! you bare been saying, and I am bo. 
oldet, you kaiow, tban Betsy ; nay, even youngef' 
by three months ; so I suppose," added she, sob«> 
bing, '^ i must give up the wedding, and tfaink of 
gvyhig out to service as wdl as Betsy.'' 

^^Hey, never take on so child," cried the 
father ; ^^ that Is quite another thing: Barton is 
able to support you ; ay, and as many brats as 
yOu may cbeoice to faav^« He has neither kith 
nor )sin ; and his father has left him the shop, and 
afl> the* stock in trade, and a good tot of money 
h^lade •; &o there is no barm can come of your 
itfanyisg him. Quite the reverse, you see, 
d^aiy, for yoii are a burthen upon us,, who have 
so rnany of your brothers and sisters to msyntainJ' 
I^tty cast up her tearful eyesy which seaned to 
complain that she should be thought ,a burthen. 
The mother, who understood her looks, said, 
" Your fiither does not mean that we shall be 
glad to be rid of you, Patty : nay, nay, child ; 
but we shall be glad to see you happy, and to 
have your share. of the meals to give to your 
brothers and sisters." 

Patty brightened up at these words ; but a 
cloud again passed over her brow as she thought 
of poor Betsy. 
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Hopkins's wife,^as we have seen, loved hev 
cbildreti tesderly ; and, faavd as it was to main- 
tain them, she eoold not bring her mind to xe<- 
gret that she bad so large a family ; 6>x tiheie 
was not one of them she would have liked to 
part with. "Dick and Nancy," thought sbe^ 
^^ earn their own livelihood, so they are none too 
many for us ; and I had trouble enoic^h to let 
them go so far away. Then Patty is soon to be 
married, and it will be bard to part with her even 
to a good husband, fond as the girl is of him ; 
and well she may, for one may go far and near 
and not meet with the like. Jenny and Tom, 
to be sure, are growing so fast, they are enough 
to eat us out of house and home ; but then it 
does one good to see them so hearty ; and they 
will be the betfer able to work, when they can 
get anything to do. Betsy eats but little, as yet, 
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and IS 80 healthy that she gives one no trouble. 
Then, as to my poor little darling- Jemmy, he is 
biit an ailing child, I must own ; but I love him 
the better for all the care he gives me ; and 
inapy a heartache have I had for fear I.should not 
rear him*" So the good woman went on, num- 
bering up the qualities which endeared her chil- 
dren to her. At length, addressing herself to 
her husband, she said, with a sigh, — r- ^* What 9 
pity 't is, John, that the world is not a[ Uttle 
vidder, that ther@ might be room, apd worjc, and 
finod £ir us all*" 

^^As for that m^tter,'^ pri^d Hopkins, the 
world is big enough, in all eonscience ; it 's only 
Old Ei^land that 's a bit of the smallest for the 
lots of people it has to bold. Why, there are 
some countries, as they tell me, that want work- 
men. America, they say, is too large by half 
for the folks that live in it ; and- ship loads of 
people go over there, because there 's a scarcity 
of bands, and wages run high. They go such 
lengths as to say, that the more children you 
have there, the better you are off. They are no 
burthen there ; for, as soon as ever they can do 
aoy sort'Pf work, they are sure to get it, and a 
good pennyworth by it. I 've beard, that a wid- 
ow woman, with a large family, is counted a 
prize there, and will get a second husband as 
sgpp as ever she chooses," -r^ ** Thep jhey may 
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many young in those parts ? " said his vnfs* 
— r " No doubt ; the sooner the better," replied 
Hopkins: ^'they tell me the country swarms 
with children^ all livbg in plenty." — " That 's a 
fine thing/' said the dame ; ^^ but yet it would 
be hard to leave one's own country, where one 
hoBs been bred and bom ; it is like learing fiitheir 
and modier. Besides, husband," added she^ 
after a thoughdEuI pause,. '< if such numbers of 
poor go over to America, it will soon be stocked 
fidl; and then they will be in no bettw plight 
there than they aj?e here."-*- "Bless you," cried 
John, " it is not. so easy to fill America with peo« 
pie. I've heard a deal about it > from the mate 
of the ship at Ldverpool, ^ which takes them over 
the sea ; he calls it emigraHon.*^ 

"Emigration!" repeated the wife; "why, 
one would think they were sent across the seas 
finr some crime, it sounds so like transportar 
tion." 

" What matters the sound," cri^ John, " when 
it 's ^ke another thing ?" 

" Well, but do, John, tell me all about it," 
said she coaxingly, to her husband. 

" Why, what can you understand of these 
matters ?" replied he. But he was a kindrheart- 
ed htisband, and let his wife have her way when 
she was not unreasonable ; so he told her "that 
America was so ^ge, that the mate said it wo|iId 
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take a thouMod years, and more, to fill it mth 
people, Eke Old Engiand. There is so much 
land there, that it may be had fcnr asking ; and 
those who engage to cultiTate it may get as many 
acres as they ehoose. And most of those who 
go over^ the mate says, woh^t stay in the towns 
and work for the high wages they could get there, 
but t^ke their goods and chattels, and go up the 
country, and scfttle in a farm of their own.^ 
- '^ A farm of their own !" exclaitned the wife, 
*<laek o^ day; if our landlord would but give os 
one poor acre by our cottage, how In^y we 
simldfaer 

John began to fear his wife might take a fancy 
to go over lo America, so he added, *-— '^ It ^s not 
all so smooth and easy as you may thkik, wife* 
Flm, there 's such tossing to and firo on the Sak 
seas, and Aej are :aU swk to death befoos they 
get there. And when they are landed, and go up 
the coun^ and choose their ground, there are 
no ferm houses, no baiais, no ricks, no live stock ; 
no, not even fields ready fer jliem, meadow or 
arable, nothing but woods without end." — 
^^ And are there no wild beasts in ihose ivoods ?'' 
asked the good woman^ timidly. ~— ^^ Why, not 
many of them, I believe," replied Hopkins ; '^ but 
plenty of snakes and reptiles, and such like. 
Well, the first thing they have to do is to cut 
down the trees, and clear them away before they 
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fcan sow their seed ; and then they are obliged to 
build themselves log houses to live in, and tnalte 
a shift for furmture. Then they hiust carry their 
tools with them to work with, and some few 
pots and kettles, for you find none of those livings 
in the woods. So, you see, there 's a deal to 
be done before you can settle comfortably.''-^'* I 
wonder," said his wife, '^ that when poor men afe 
turned off at the ikctory, and can't find work, and 
those, too, who can no longer get a livelihood by 
the hand loom, do not pack up their all said go 
over to America. 

" How should they ?" cried Hopkins : ** they 
have not wherewithal to pay their passage. The 
captain won't take them over for nothing, said 
feed them while aboard the ship. And it's ^ell 
for them that he won't, for . America would not 
suit such people as these. Set a weaver txy cot 
down a tree ! why he knows no more about it 
than a child, and he would be a week at it. Then 
he would never get a log house over his head be- 
fore the winter set in, and starved him outright. 
They who have been used tq thfe closeness of the 
factory by day, and to sleep four or five in a 
room by night, why they would perish in the 
wild woods, with no one near them for miles 
around." — " Well, but," said she, " there must 
be firing in plenty to keep them warm : no one 
to forbid their pk^king up the dry sticks, nor pull- 



ing down a braDch when tliey wanted U."-*-'^ Sure 
euoughi they will not want fiiel," repUed be ; 
" it 's easy enough to boil the pot, but not so 
gyre of having something to put into i$. Mow 
your country folks, that have been used to out- 
door work, get through hardships much better 
than the faetory men, who have been mewed up 
all their days like chickens in a coop. Why, 
the first time diey slept out in those woods they 
would be sure to get the ague ; and then who is 
to work for them ? No such plenty of hands 
there. No, it is only fit for folks who are used 
to hard outH>f*KlooE3 lab<Mr ; and it won't do for 
them either, unless they have some little proper- 
ty to set them agotog ; fori besides taking so ma- 
ny things with them, they must have a supply 4>f 
food till they can get their crops in, os diey 
would run seme ebanoe of being starved. That 
has happened to more than one who has gone 
without forethought. They say a whole cd- 
ony has sometimes been cut off by famine and 
stckiiessi before they could get in their first har- 
vest." — " Why i I can't well make out what you 
mean, husband ; first you are after saying Am^- 
ioa's such a fine place that it almost made my 
mouth water ; and then you taUc of so many 
basdships and difficulties, that I would not ven- 
ture there for the world." — " Why there 's both 
good and bad in it^" replied Hopkins : ^^ a hard 
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working man, With no mliBeats alxiut hwi) asd 
able to pay his passage, or get it paid for hiai, 
and with money enough to buy the tocds he 
wants, may 6nd it answer ; ay, and become a 
wealthy farmer after some years, aad bring up 
his fiunily in peace and plenty : but he will al- 
• ways meet with difficulties at first, such as would 
knock up your indoor men in no time." 

^' But then you say that in towns wages are 
high, and the men fipom the fectory might gat 
empioynsent tber^,'' 

^^Ay, a good handy carpenter^ or wbed- 
Wright, they tell me, can earn as much as m dol- 
litr a day, and that V more than fimr abillingB." 

" Mercy o' me !" exclaimed the wife^ *' what 
aauml" 

^ But," added he, " these feUowd feom the 
fiiciory, or the hand loom, who ha^e done no- 
thing else all their lives, would be mighty awk- 
ward at any other work/' 

*^ lltey might work in the fitctories in Amer- 
ica, €8 there is such want of hands ! their pay at 
the factories must be worth having.^' 

<* They have scarcely any factories in Amer- 
ica," replied Hopkins, ^^ being all so busy in tOl- 
ing the ground." 

<^ Then what do they do for clothes ?" quoth 
she. 

'^ Qh, they mostly come firom England^ For, 
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Idok ye, i&ey- have such loads of coirn that'they 
"would not know what to do with it, if they dkl 
liot send it ovtir here, where, Grod knows, we are 
short enough of it : so then they get, in return, 
our Manehest^r cotton, and Leeds cloth, and 
Birhungham hardware, and whatever else diey 
may want. Com is their money, as one may 
say, for It pays for ei^^ry thing«^ 

" It must be A r<are place for poadiers," obser- 
ved the dame ; ^< for I si^ppose there 's plenty 
of game in those great woodis, and com to ftttmi 
ihemf, and no one to hinder them kiffing as ma- 
by ais the^ can oatdi;** 

^ It 's no ns^ kSIin^ more than you can eat;fi^ 
Iber^ is no one io sell it to. But it is a good 
thing to know how to hancBe a gun; for you 
"may knock'dowti the bit'dsin no time, and so 
-k^ep^ pefi a boiling ; and^ in&ed, diat is what 
d mati must mainly depend upon ^1 his crops 
come in." 

** Then there must be some wild fiuits," sdd 
tho dame ; '^ and, mayhap, Aey might pick a 
salad of ohe sort or other to . eat with the 
iMids." 

^* Ay, but they will be better off when they 
get a bit of garden about their log**faou9e, and 
a plot of potatoes and cabbages of their own." 

" There *s too much danger, one way or 
other," said his wife ; *^ better stay at home. " 



W aiUMIATVMI ( OR, 

<' If you can earn a living at home^" said Hop- 
icitis ; ** if not, in my mind, it 's better to seek 
your {ottxme abroad, than to be half starred, or 
go to the parish.^' 

^'Bmthen they should not go like ninnies, 
not knowing whlit to provide or what to expect; 
and it is easy enough to know^ by adding those 
that do.*' — " They say that sometioie due gov- 
emmetit, or the parish, will lend a helping hand, 
and pay their passage, or supply them with the 
Beedfiil) to pteveot their beeoming a burdien 
upon the parish*" ... 

'^ They owe them no great thadcs lor tfaat^ if 
it is jusi to get rid of them." 

*' Nay, but it is their own wish, vrife, else theiy 
Would ti€rt; go ; and if they ga prudently provid- 
ed for^ that is to say, Me to do for tfa^nselves 
till they oan get in their crops; when onoe thatis 
done, they will get on swimmingly." — ^^And 
why should we not do so in England ?" said his 
Wife. -^ *^ Fi» the best of all reasobs," replied 
he ; *^ because the land in England is all culti- 
tttted already." — " Nay, how can you say that, 
husband, when you know there 's Broom Headl, 
not hsJf a mile off, that is all a barren waste ?" — 
'< And why is it so ? but because it is not wocdi 
the cultivatilig*" «-^ '^ It is true^" said his wife, 
^ the soil may not be so good as the field you 
were pldu^ing the other day^ that gives sueh 
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keavy crops. But if it was well ploiighfed Imd 
sown, surely it would yield something? And 
any thing is better than nothing, you know, John ; 
if it was but even enough to make a score of 
loaves, why there would be a score more than 
there was before." — " Ay, but when the soil is 
so bad, the ploughing, and dungiiig, and seed 
com, and reaping, would cost more than th^ com 
Would sell for at market ; and who will be sfueh 
a fool as to raise com which costs him more diaa 
it will fetch at. market ? Undertake a ccmcem 
that brings in a loss instead of a gain ? not I, faith. 
Wliy, if they gave me the land free of cost, as 
they do in America, I would not say thank you 
for it." 

'< Well^ but you know it sosH^tinies answers to 
take in <^mmoils, John," said she ; '^ th^e 's 
Ashdown Common,^ that was parcelled out among 
the parish." 

^' Ay, that 's a better soil : it grew grass^ and 
the parish fed their cattle and sheep on it before 
it was parcelled out. So their crops are not all 
clear gain, for they have lost the pasture now 
that it is turned into arable land." 

«* Yes,^' replied his wife, " I have heard neigb^ 
bor Partridge say, she has often scnrrowed few 
the loss of the milk her little ones got when bet 
dappled cow fed on the commcHi ; yet, upon the 
whole, she owned they were better off now. 
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^ Mj huslnnd/ said she, ' makes more by his five 
acres now^.than he could get by the cow former*- 
ly; and though I am sorry poor Biddy is gone, 
ike money she scdd for bouglit us a bit of good 
dm^ for the land ; which was so poor, tha( the 
seed put into it would bare been as good ag lost 
without it.' '* 

'^ There is fiurmer Stubbs, said Hopkins, '^ who 
had a good big slice of the common (for he 
bought up the shares of some of tbe poor par^ 
iflhioners, who had not the means to culdTate 
k.) Well) be says as how he was obliged to lay 
90 much dung on it, that be had not enough tck 
his own farm ^ and he thinks be has lost as much 
by injuring the crops of his old land, as he has 
gimied by that q{ the new. For it is but a poor 
crop after all. Then to think of the labor it cost 
him ; why, there were more men at work on that 
bit of ground than there was to raise twice the 
quantity of com on the old land ; and it is small 
encouragement to have to woik harder and get 
less. However, he expects it will do better 
. next year, and pay him in time. And look ye, 
wife, I donH pretend for to say, that it will not 
answer to turn up any common or waste.'' — 
^ No, that you can't," returned -she ; ^* for you 
know that when we got leave to take in that bit 
of a bank "by the road-inde into our garden, what 
a pretty crop of potatoes it gave us." 
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*^ That it did ; bot you may remember, dame, 
how you complained of the cabbages that same 
season. And why did they feQ ? Just because 
they were stinted of manure'; lor I was obKged 
to lay some of it on the new land, before I plant- 
ed my potatoes. So you see, after all, it was 
robbing Peter to pay Paul, as the saying is. 
Ifeywever, the' bit of grouitd is not bad, and it 
will answer in the end. But, as' I said before^ 
you must not reckon all you get flom new land 
as cl^ar gain, on account ■ of the outlay." — • 
'^ And what do they do to manure the land ia 
America ? " said the wife : " it must want it sad- 
Ijy never ha mg had a morsel laid on since it waa 
ereated.". 

'^ If there has be<en no manufe laid od, there 
have been no crops taken out of it/' said Hop- 
kips ; and so the sdl has never had any work to 
wear it. out/' 

'^No more has 9 comnuHi, when it is firs^ 
ploughed up," quoth she. 

^^ That 's true enough ; but then think,' what 
are the commons and heaths of Old Ei^lanti ? 
They are just nothing but the poorest land that 
is neglected, after all the better soUs are taken 
into cultivation. ' Now see the difl^rence in 
America. It 's a large country, with very little 
of it cultivated ; — the land lies before you, and 
you have only to pick and choose ; if one spot 
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don't please yoa, wby> aootber will. Be^des, 
the land so far from being poor, the mate sweaiS) 
is as fine a soil as you could wish to see ; and 
instead of wanting manure, when first it 's turned 
up, it will yield crops for many years without 
having any thing at all put upon it. 

That seems very strange ^to us here/' cried 
the dame. — «* '^ And well it may, because all the 
^pod land was turned up, and cultivated ages 
ago : it is natural enou^ tp choose the best first» 
and then when all the best is cultivated, why, 
you must take up with the second b^t ; and 
after that, with land of the third quality, and so 
on, worse and worse, till you come to the poorest 
land of all ; and that is all we have left now," 
quoth he, ^' that is not cultivated. So, if you 
turn up that, you must needs humour it and g^ve 
it a bit of good stuff, and make much of it, if 
you expect it to pay you. But those woods in 
America, that have grown time out of mind, 
since the beginning of the world for ought we 

know " " Nay," interrupted his wife, " it 

can but have been but since Noah's time, for 
those woods must have been all destroyed by the 
flood." — " Well, well," retorted he, impatient- 
ly ; " they, have had time enough in all con- 
science to grow since the flood — but you have 
put it out of my head what the ship's mate tpld 
iQQ," Then, after recoUepdng himself, b^ went 



on. '^ These same trees, d'ye see, shM their 
leaves every year, and there chey lie on the 
ground, for there is no one to meddle with them. 
So when the rain comes they are well soaked, 
and they become manure as it were, and help to 
nourish the soil ; and when once the Isibor of 
Miing the timber and clearing it away is o'cer, 
the ground wants nothing more than scratching 
over with a light plough to be ceady for sowing, 
and i^ brings forth crops unheard of ! " 

^^ And how comes it," said the wife,/ ^' that 
America, seeing it is such a large place, and 
snch a fine soil, has so much fewer people to liye 
in it than England ? " 

^' Because,'' said Hopkins, <* it is so fiir away, 
that it was not found out or known that there was 
such a country in former times. The mate says, 
that in those days no ship ventured to sail out so 
fiur on an unknown sea: they were not so handy 
at their rigging as they are now ; nor the ships 
either so well built or so well managed; and as 
for a steam-boat, why, they never so much as 
heard of such a thing, because they were not in- 
vented as yet." — " They must have been but 
dolts in those limes," cried his wife. ^< And 
how came they to find out America, after all ? " 

*' Why, once upon a time, a matter of three 
hundred years back, the mate says there was 
one Christopher Columbus, who was a fine. 
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biave fellow, and had set his heart upon doing' 
what no one had ever done before. So he got 
a ship and sailed on fearless in those unknowu 
seas, till he reached land, and that land was 
America," 

^' How pleased he must have been^ when he 
first saw it ! " cried dame Hopkins ;. '' and well 
he deserved to be pleased, for bmg so bold ; 
for there is no saying what might , have befallen 
him, or whether he would ever have found his 
way home, if he had not met with land." — 
''So the sailors thought," replied Hopkins; 
'' for they were all in such a taking, for fear they 
should sail on forever without coming to landi 
that at last they mutinied, ^id had well nigh 
thrown him overboard. Then be begged hard 
for three days more, and promised, that if at the 
end of that time they should not see land, he 
would give all up, and sail homewards. Well, 
what should turn out, but on the third day, just 
as they were going about, the sailor at the top of 
the mast cried out, ' Land ! ' and sure enou^ it 
was land, for they sailed on a little longer, and 
then came to America. There is a whole book 
written about it, and it tells all that happened to 
them afterwards. They say it is as amusing a 
book as one could wish to read." — " Well," said 
the dame, ''this same Christopher Columbus, 
with his hard name, was a fine daring fellow, and 
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CMd England has reason to be proud of him." — 
^ Why, good wife," returned John, hesitating 
whether to confess the mortifying truth or not. 
'' Christopher Cohimbus was not an Englishman, 
as you might have guessed by his name." — 
^ Not an Engfishman !" exclaimed she, lifting up 
h^r hands in astonishment ; ^^ who would ever have 
thought that a foreigner would dare to go where 
an English sailor had not ventured ? " — ^^ I 
should hot credit it," said Hopkins, ** if I had not 
heard it from the ship's mate at Liverpool, but 
I 'U warrant he is not mistaken, for he seems to 
know everything, especially about those parts. 
However, we must remember, wife, that we are 
all God's creatures alike, English or foreigner, 
Protestant cm: Papist, Jew or Gentile; as you 
may call to mind in the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, which Patty read to us last Sunday ; he 
was but a foreigner to the Jews^ and yet he was 
worth more than any of them." 

" And are there any other countries besides 
America, where poor folks can earn their bread 
easier then they can here ? " asked Dame Hop- 



" Yes ; brother Bob tells me there are several, 
and one above all the rest which he sailed to in 
one of his voyages ; he declares it a very Para- 
dise for fine weather, beautifiil prospects, and 
abundance of all things' — ^^fish, fleshy and fowl, 

7 



98 EMIGEATION | OR, 

besides fruit and garden-stuff. But then there 's 
one thing that would never please you wife." 

<^ And whj not, pray, if it 's such a pleasant 
place ? " — " Why, because they send convicts 
there/' replied her husband. " However, that 
don't so much matter, everything else being so 
agreeable. Indeed Bob says people are but too 
happy when they can hire some of the convicts 
to work for them, hands being so scarce." — ^ 
'^ Mercy on me ! " exclaimed the wife, *' I should 
always be fancying they were going to* murder 
me ! " — " Women will have foolish fancies," 
replied he ; '^ but you would soon be used to 
them. Then there 's no danger ; for those that 
are unruly are made to work in chains, with ao 
overseer to watch them. But many a poor lad 
has been transported, that poverty has brought to 
crime ; and when he has worked out his freedom, 
there 's no reason why he should not turn out as 
good as his betters who never were transported. 
Several have been known to thrive and prosper 
in that country^ and bring up their children as 
Christians should do." 

" And pray, what is the name of that country ? " 
inquired the wife. 

'' It is called Van Dieman's Land, aft^ one 
Van Dieman who discovered it ; and it lies in 
the same part of the world as Botany Bay." 

" Ay, one may guess that by the convicts 
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being sent there ; but that is at the end of the 
world, as one may say. Dick White once got a 
letter from his brother thejre, and he said it was 
well nigh a year coming." •— " Yes, it 's a sad • 
long way off/' said Hopkins ; " and that makes 
it the more difficult to get there. All the world 
would be going to such a pretty place, if the 
expense of the long passage on board of ship was 
not so heavy." 

" Well, for my part," returned his wife, " I 
don't like long voyages, because of the sea sick- 
ness ; and I don't like convicts, because of their 
wii[^edness : so if it were the very Paradise that 
Adam and Eve lived in, I would none on 't ; for 
I 'm sure the Devil would be behind the bush, in 
the shape of a serpent, or a convict, or some such 
creature." 

This set her husband laughing. "So you 
are after cutting your jokes, are you ? " cried he. 
*^ Well, it is not much more that women know 
about such matters, and it 'smy belief that I have 
only just been losing my time, in telling you all 
about it." So he took up his hat and walked 
off; while his wife, who liked to have the last 
word, called after him — '^ A Paradise ftiU of 
convicts, forsooth ! Why, it 's more like a prison 
by half." 
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THE TREACHEROUS FRIEND 



*' Good morrow to you, Dame Hopkins/' said 
Farmer Stubbs, as he ent^ed ber<x)ttage ; " bow 
&res it with you and your family ? ' 

" Pretty .well in health, thank you, sir," said 
she, wiping a chair with the Corner of her apron 
for him to sit down ; " but, with such a family 
as ours, it 's a bard matter to make all ends 
meet; and, indeed, we never could do it without 
the help of the parish. John is only just gone 
down to get the weekly allowance." 

'^ Indeed ! I thought Hopkins held himself 
above receiving relief from the parish." 

'^ And so be did, till the children were well 
nigh starved. Ah, I shall never forget it. It *s 
just two years come Michaelmas, we had five 
of them ill of the measles at once ; and there 
were but four got through it," added she, a tear 
startbg from her eye. — " And, as soon as the 
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fever was off, though the poor things were so 
weak they could scarce crawl about, they had 
such craving appetites, and a morsel of food did 
them so much good, that when I had not enough 
to satisfy their hunger, I told John I could bear 
it no longer ; * So bring down your proud spirit,* 
said I, * and go and claim your dues. We have 
as much right to the parish money as others ; ay, 
and a better right than many of our neighbors, 
who make no scrupjie about it. It is better to 
come to the parish than to come to be beggars; 
and I would rather ask alms than see my chil- 
dren starve.' Then John said, ' I had thought 
to have gone through the world without demean- 
ing myself by asking aught of the parish ;' and I 
do think that a tear came into his eye ; but I did 
not dare notice it. So he took bis hat and trudg- 
ed off with a heavy heart ; and, to this very day, 
he never goes with a*light one ; but," added she, 
with a sign, " use blunts the edge of things we 
can*t help." 

" True enough, you can't help it now," re- 
turned the farmer ; but, if your husband had 
been a prudent man, and had belonged to the 
benefit club, he might have got relief when his 
children were sick, without going to the par- 
ish." 

" Ay, but that weekly sixpence, to be paid 
down every Saturday, when, God knows, we 
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have a sixpence too little when the day comes 
found, rather than one to^ spare for tlie club:* 
Sixpence seems a mighty small matter to you, 
Master Stubbs ; but, to come every week, it 's 
a heavy call upon a man with so large a family 
as ours. 

^^He should not have had such a large 
family, Dame, if he could not provide for them 
in sickness and m health; for he knows that 
sickness and trouble is the lot of man in this 
world/' 

" We have good reason to know it," re- 
torted Dame Hopkins, who was nettled at the 
farmer's rebuke } " for we have had our M 
share. And^ as folr the number of our children, 
we know pretty well, by experience, the hard- 
ships ihat brings on us, too : and has not John 
been breaking off the match between George and 
Betsy Bloomfield on purpose ?" " 

'* A very prudent step," replied the cautious 
farmer; "but here he comes. — Well, Job), 
how much have you got from the overseers ?" 

" Not more than I had need of," answered 
John, sulkily^ as if he thought 4hat that was no 
business of Fai-mer Stubbs. •^— " Why, I want to 
know how much of it comes out of my pocket, 
man." 

* Many of tke benefits of Friendly Societies may be 
insured at a smaller rate of payment than sixpence a 
week. 
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^^ And if some of it does," retorted John, ^^ I 
owe you no thanks ; for it is not I that take it 
from you, but the law of the land." 

" Ay, but if you, and such as you, did not 
oome to want, the law of the land would not 
meddle with my money." 

^* You are well to do b the world, and can af- 
ford to pay the poor's rate : and let me tell you, 
that if you have little pleasure in paying it, why 
we have not much in receiving it. It is dealt 
out in such a niggardly grudging manner, and 
with such a surly tone, that one tvould think the 
overseers were giving you their own." 

** Wby, for that matter, they pay pretty heav- 
ily towards it ; so they helve some cause to be 
discontented.'' 

" Well, it is hard," said John, " to gmdge us 
die only law that is made to favor thp poor, 
when there are so many to favor the rich." 

'* Why, by your own account, John, it is not 
a good law ; for you allow that it is both paid 
and received with an ill-will." 

" Yes, but it gets us bread, which we can't do 
without, either with a good will or a bad one," 
said D^une Hopkms, '^ and I don't take it over 
kind of you. Master Stubbs, to be grumbling at 
my good man about the parish money, when I 
have just been telling you how he hated to go 
for it." 
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" Why, look ye, John," said the fanner ; " it 
is natural enough that I and the overseers, and 
the rest of us that pay the poor's rate, should 
grumble at it. You say I am well to do in the 
world ; and it is true I have a little property ; 
but I have a large family as well as you." 

" Ay, but they live in clover, " cried John. 

" Why, I vnsh to do the best I can by my 
children, as we all do, and to turn my means to 
the best account. Well, here are these twenty 
acres of common I have been turning up : I 
could have brought them to good account, if I 
could have bought as much manure and have 
paid as many hands as the land required to bring 
it into good order. But while I am reckoning 
up my means, and turning in my head how I can 
manage it, in comes the collector for the poor's 
rate, five shillings in the pound ! and when I 
complain, he tells me that, besides the large fami- 
lies, there are I don't know how many able-bodi- 
ed single men, who can get no work, and must 
be maintained by the parish. Then, indeed, I 
fell in. a passion, and said, ^You are going to 
maintain them in idleness with the very money 
which I should have paid for their labor, if they 
had come to work for me.' — ' Oh, they will be 
ready enough to work for you.' — * Well,' replied 
I, ' then leave me the money to pay for them ;' 
but he answered, ' You know well enough that I 
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must collect the rate that has been assessed ; 
make what agreement you will afterwards.' — ' I 
can make none,' replied I ; ' when you take away 
my money, you take away my means. ' Now, 
if this happened to me only, you might say that 
I argued for my own interest ; but it happens to 
every one who pays the poor's rate through- 
out the kingdom ; and that not once and ajvay, 
but every year, regulstrly, more or less.*' 

" Well, but you don't reckon fairly," said 
John, '^ if you say that the rate you pay is all 
sheer loss ; for, depend on it, if the overseers did 
not pay a part of the maintenance of children, 
farmers would be obliged to give higher wages, 
else the families would be starved to death ; and 
then I should be glad to know how you would 
get your work done ?" 

" I would willingly pay higher wages, and em- 
ploy more hands^ too, could I once be rid of 
this poor's rate ; for then I should get the value 
of my money in labor ; while now I get nothing 
in return, and it goes to support a set of vaga- 
bcmds who can't g.et work. And I will tell you 
why ; — because they won't seek it, and because 
their labor is not worth having : and so these la- 
zy fellows are employed idling their time away 
over some parish labor ; and taking away the 
money that would have employed an honest 
hard-working man, and have enabled him to 
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brave fellow, and had set his heart upon doing* 
what no one had ever done before. So be got 
a ship and sailed on fearless in those unknown 
seas, till he reached land, and that land was 
America." 

^^ How pleased he itiust have been' when be 
first saw it ! " cried dame Hopkins ;. '* and well 
he deserved to be pleased, for being so bold ; 
for there is no saying what might , have befallen 
him, or whether he would ever have found his 
way home, if he had not met with land." -— 
'^So the sailors thought," replied Hopkins; 
" for they were all in such a taking, for fear they 
should sail on forever without coming to land) 
that at last they mutbied, and had well nigh 
thrown him overboard. Then be begged hard 
for three days more, and promised, that if at the 
end of that time they should not see land, he 
would give all up, and sail homewards. Well, 
what should turn out, but on the third day, just 
as they were going about, the sailor at the top of 
the mast cried out, ' Land ! ' and sure enough it 
was land, for they sailed on a little longer, and 
then came to America. There is a whole book 
written about it, and it tells all that happened to 
them afterwards. They say it is as amusing a 
book as one could wish to read." — " Well," said 
the dame, ''this same Christopher Columbus, 
with his hard name, was a fine daring fellow, and 
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CMd England has reason to be proud of him," — 
^ Why, good wife," returned John, hesitating 
whether to confess the mortifying truth or not. 
^'Christopher Cohimbus was not an Englishman, 
as you might have guessed by his name." — 
*• Not an EngKshman !" exclaimed she, lifting up 
her hands in astonishment ; ** who would ever have 
thought that a foreigner would dare to go where 
an English sailor had not ventured?" — "I 
^ould hot cretfit it,'' said Hopkins, ** if I had not 
beard it from the ship's mate at Liverpool, but 
I'll warrant he is not mistaken, for he seems to 
know everything, especially about those parts. 
However', we must remember, wife, that we are 
all God's creatures alike, English or foreigner, 
Protestant or Papist, Jew or Gentile; as you 
may call to mind in the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, which Patty read to us last Sunday ; he 
was but a foreigner to the Jews, and yet he was 
worth more than any of them." 

" And are there any other countries besides 
America, where poor folks can earn their bread 
easier then they can here ? " asked Dame Hop- 
kans. 

" Yes ; brother Bob tells me there are several, 
and one above all the rest which he sailed to in 
one of his voyages ; he declares it a very Para- 
dise for fine weather, beautiful prospects, and 
abundance of all things — fish, fleshy and fowl, 

7 
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poor's rate that brings them to the brink of star- 
vation ; £nr, is it not large fitmilies^ low wages, 
and want of work, that does it ? Ay, and it 
is not receiving it only that does the damage : 
for, paying it,, many a time, brings those to pov- 
erty who would else haVe been able to keep 
their heads above water." 

^^ That 's true enough of one I saw this morn- 
ing at the vestry,'' said John ; and a hard matter 
I had to see her ; for she wrapped herself up in 
her cloak, and pulled her bonnet over her face : 
but my heart misgave me, — it was the widow 
Dixon ; and so I turned short upon her ; and, 
when she saw me right before her, the blood 
came up into her face, which is, you know, as 
white as a sheet, and has been so ever since she 
lost poor Dixon, except round her eyes. And 
when I asked her how she came to be so re- 
duced (thinking her husband had left her pretty 
well off), she said, ' No, -Master Hopkins ;. he 
did sdl he could not to bring me down to a lower 
station while he lived ; but his means were but 
small,, and the profits of our little shop did but 
just serve to maintain us. We should have laid 
• by a trifle every year, if it had not been for the 
poor's rate; but that eat up all our savings. 
However, I ought hot to complain of it now, smce 
it brings me relief; but it is hard to have shame 
and sorrow come upon me at once :' and the 
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tears ran down her cheeks. . I told her there 
was no shame in taking her own again. She, 
who had paid it so long, had more right to it 
than an J of us. She said, ' God's wiU be done !' 
but she looked as though sorrow and shame would 
break her heart. It was sad to see her." 

'^And why should you needs be thursting 
yourself upon her," cried his wife, " when you 
saw she had no mind to be noticed? You should 
just have let her have her way, poor woman, since 
you could not give her any help." 

" Ay, but it lightens the load upon the heart 
when any one gives you a good word and a kind 
kx>k, as much as to say, ^ You should not have 
come to this pass if I could have helped you;' 
for the widow DkxcHji thinks more 'of the disgrace 
than of the want of bread, or sbe would not 
have been so shamefaced." 

"Well, if the poor's rate goes on increasing 
and increasing, as it has done of late years, it is 
what we shall all come to at last," said the farm-^ 
er ; " and then who is to pay it ? " 

" Nay, it will never come to that pass. Master 
Stubbs." 

" Mayhap not ; but the time may come when 
the collector will not be able to raise the rate 
that is assessed : and that time is^well nigh come 
in 5ome parts of the country, as I can tell you, 
John, of my own knowledge ; for, bad as the 



110 TBB FOOB*B BATB ; Oft 

poor's rate is here, there are some places in which 
it is still wcose ; that is some ccxnfort." 

^^ Much good may it do yoo, Fanner Stubbs; 
but, to my mind, it is a poor comfort that comes 
from the distress of one's neighbor," 
' ^^ As for that/' retunied Stubbs, " there is not 
much neighborhood in the matter ; fori am talk- 
iog of the counties in the south of England, and 
thftt is some hundred miles off." 

" Ay," but what does the Scripture teach us, 
Master Stubbs ? " said Dame Hopkins ; ^^ to love 
our neighbor as ourselves ; and that neighbor, the 
parscui tells us, does not mean the next door 
neighbor oply, no, nor the next market town, 
but every body and every where. So we ought 
not to get comfort from oiy: neighbor's trouble 
9iiy more than from our own." 

" Well, but how is the poor's rate managed 
in the south 7 " said John. 

" Why, I will tell you," replied Stubbs, ''if 
your dame has ended her sermon. The men 
are paid according to the number of their chil- 
dren, not according to the value of their work." 
" Well, but, asking your pardon. Master 
Stubbs, you said a bit ago, that fanners care 
much more for the goodness of the workman 
than for the number of his children ; and that 
they will employ an able-bodied, hard-working 
man, without asking whether he be married or 
smgle.'' 
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" To be sure they will ; but let me go ou with 
my story. Well, as I was saying, this regulatbn 
began in Berkshire. The ipagistrates declared 
that it was very unfair that the sbgle and the . 
married should get the same wages ; and as they 
could not oblige the farmers to give the one more ^ 
than the other, they agreed to make up the dif- 
ference from the poor's rate. So they made a 
table of the rate of wages ; saymg so much would 
maintain a single man, and then they doubled it 
for a married man with one or two children ; 
then it went on so much more for five, and so 
much for seven children. Then, again, the 
wages were to depend on the price of bread 
also." 

" Well, one must say that was very thoughtful 
of the magistrates," exclaimed the good wife, 
" and very humane too ; I did not thbk they cared 
so much about the poor as to portion out his lot 
to each so fairly and honestly," 

" Stop a bit, till you have heard the end of it, 
Dame ; and then, if you give them credit for 
good will, you won't for clear-sightedness. I 
heard all about it froni an uncle of mine, who 
is a landliolder in those parts, and he says the 
poor's rate is intolerable to those that have to 
pay it ; and as to those it maintains, they are 
worse off there than in any oth^r part of the 
country." 
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have a sixpence too little when the day comes 
lx>und, rather than one to« spare for die club;* 
Sixpence seems a mighty small matter to you, 
Master Stubbs ; but, to come every week, it 's 
ft heavy call upon a man with so large a family 
as ours. 

^^He should not have had such a large 
family, Dame, if he could not provide for them 
in sickness and in health; t(X he knows that 
sickness and trouble is the lot of man in this 
world/' 

" We have good reason to know it," re- 
torted Dame Hopkins^ who was nettled at the 
farmer's rebuke i " for we have had our fiill 
share. And^ as folr the number of oat children, 
we know pretty well, by experience, the hard- 
ships that brings on us, too : and has not John 
been breaking off the match between George and 
Betsy Blooinfield on purpose ?'^ ' 

'* A very prudent step," replied the cautious 
farmer ; " but here he comes. — Well, John, 
how much have you got from the overseers 1^ 

" Not more than I had need of," answered 
John, sulkily^ as if he thought that that was no 
business of Farma* Stubbs. •^- " Why, I want to 
know how much of it comes out of my pocket. 



man." 



* Many of the benefits of Friendly Societies may be 
sured at a smaller rate of payment than sixpence ft 



insured at a 
week. 
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^^ And if some of k does," retorted John, '^ I 
owe you no thanks ; for it b not I that take it 
6om you, but the law of the land." 

'' Ay, but if you, and such as you, did not 
come to want, the law of the land would not 
meddle with my money," 

^* You are well to do b the world, and can af- 
ford to pay the poor's rate : and let me tell you, 
that if you have little pleasure in paying it, why 
we have not much in receiving it. It is dealt 
out in such a niggardly grudging manner, and 
with such a surly tone, that one Would think the 
overseers were giving you their own." 

" Why, for that matter, they pay pretty heav- 
ily towards it ; so they helve some cause to be 
discontented." 

" Well, it is hard," said John, " to gwdge us 
the only law that is made to favor thp poor, 
when there are so many to favor the rich." 

" Why, by your own account, John, it is not 
a good law ; for you allow that it is both paid 
and received with an ill-will." 

" Yes, but it gets us breads which we can't do 
without, either with a good will or a bad one," 
said D^ime Hopkins, '^ and I don't take it over 
kind of you. Master Stubbs, to be grumbling at 
my good man about the parish money, when I 
have just been telling you how he hated to go 
for it." 
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" Why, look ye, John," said the fanner ; " it 
is natural enough that I and the overseers, and 
the rest of us that pay the poor's rate, should 
grutnbte at it. You say I am well to do in the 
world ; and it is true I have a little property ; 
but I have a large family as well as you." 

" Ay, but they live in clover, " cried John. 

" Why, I wish to do the best I can by my 
children, as we all do, and to turn my means to 
the best account. Well, here are these twenty 
acres of common I have been turning up : I 
could have brought them to good account, if I 
could have bought as much manure and have 
paid as many hands as the land required to bring 
it into good order. But while I am reckoning 
up my means, and turning in my head bow I can 
manage it, in comes the collector for the poor's 
rate, five shillings in the pound ! and when I 
complarin, he tells me that, besides tbe large fami- 
lies, there are I don't know how many able-bodi- 
ed single men, who can get no work, and must 
be maintained by the parish. Then, indeed, I 
fell inta passion, and said, 'You are going to 
maintain them in idleness with the very money 
which I should have paid for their labor, if they 
had come to work for me.' — ' Oh, they will be 
ready enough to work for you.' — * Well,' replied 
I, ' then leave me the money to pay for them ;' 
but he answered, * You know well enough that I 
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must collect the rate that has been assessed ; 
make what agreement you w31 afterwards,' — * I 
can make none,' replied I ; * when you take away 
my money, you take away my means. ' Now, 
if this happened to me only, you might say that 
I argued for my own interest ; but it happens to 
every one who pays the poor's rate through- 
out the kingdom ; and that not once and away, 
but every year, regulatrly, more or less." 

" Well, but you don't reckon fairly," said 
John, " if you say that the rate you pay is all 
sheer loss ; feu:, depend on it, if the overseers did 
not pay a part of the maintenance of children, 
farmers would be obliged to give higher wages, 
else the families would be starved to death ; and 
then I should be glad to know how you would 
get your work done ?" 

" I would willingly pay higher wages, and em- 
ploy more hands^ too, conld I once be rid of 
this poor's rate ; for then I should get the value 
of my money in labor ; while now I get nothing 
in return, and it goes to support a set of vaga- 
bonds who can't get work. And I will tell you 
why ; — because they won't seek it, and because 
their labor is not worth having : and so these la- 
zy fellows are employed idling their time away 
over some parish labor ; and taking away the 
money that would have employed an honest 
hard-working man, and have enabled him to 
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^^ Or like the negro slaves in the West Indies," 
said Stubbs, '^ who want the whip, too, to ,stvr 
their indolence." 

" What a sin and a shame," cried the dame^ 
^' to use men like negro slaves and brute 
bea3ts ! " 

^^Why, it all comes of your fiiir,. honest, and 
humane regulations made by the magistrates," 
cried the farmer, laughing at her. 
. '< It is no laughing matter, methinks, Master 
Stubbs : you may be in the right, and I in the 
wrong ; and if I am, why I am free tQ confess it. 
But I can't but think* that, in all this. talk, you 
have had more an eye to your own loteTest, tb^ 
to the good of others." 

^^ And if my ioterest, and the good of others, 
go, along together cheek by jowl, where is the 
hwn df thinking, of one's own interest ? Let us. 
Qacb take care of number one, say I." 

" No objections to that," said the dame, " if 
you don't forget number two when your interests 
don't jog on together." 

^'Well, I maintain that it would he for. the 
good of one and all to put down these poor's 
rates. Did you ever hear what a sum they 
amount to ? — Why, above six millions," 

" Gracious me I" cried the wife, " what a pow- 
er of money that must be !" 

" Well, and all this to. be employed in doing 
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more harm than good, -^ for I don'^t pretend to 
say that it does no good. No ; when the large 
families are there, and distress and poverty keep 
close at their heels, then the poor's rate lends a 
helping hand, it is true. But it is a treacherous 
friend, that pretends to do a mighty deal of good 
by giving you a mouthful, .after it has taken away 
a whole meal. You don't think of the lost meal, 
because you never saw it, and don't understand 
it. But just think a bit : if this enormous sitm of 
money, instead of being paid in poor's rate, was 
employed in setting people to work; why, the 
poor Would earn the same* money by labor that 
they get now as paupers, and the hard-working 
and mdustrious would come in for the best share^ 
which now falls to the lot of idle vagabonds." 

^^ There is some sense in all that, no doubt,'* 
said John ; ^' but still, though we should get the 
money another way, there would not be enough 
fer all, any more than there is now." 

" I don't know that," replied Farmer Stubbs, 
^^ for the poor's rate is the root of the evil ; and 
if you cut down the tree, root and branch, there 
is no saying how much good may come of it. 
Poor folks would not marry so early in life, and^ 
have such swarms of children ; in the course of 
lime laborers would become scarce, and they 
would get higher wages ; and so, after a while, 
all would be set to rights." 
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" If there never had been any poor's mie> 
perhaps it would have been better; but now 
that we have the large iamilies, and the low 
wagesy and the want of work, we can't do with- 
out it." 

" The more is the harm of having brought the 
poor to such a condition/' said Stubbs ; but it 
might be done by degrees.'^ 

" I don't see how, except by starving half our 
children ; and I shan't agree to that, I promise 
you." 

" Mercy on me ! " interposed the wife, riaising 
up her hands, how can you talk after that man- 
ner, husband? And how can you put such 
thoughts into his head. Master Stubbs ?" 

^* No, no, I am not so hard-hearted as that 
comes to,'* said Stubbs : ** but suppose a law was 
made that no cMld bom after three or four years 
from this time should be entitled to parish relief, 
why, that would give time for people to think of 
the consequences ; large families would thus be 
discouraged ; and when those who receive relief 
from the parish died off in the course of nature, 
why, the poor's rate would die of a natural death 
too ; for if there was none to want it, it would 
not be raised ; so the landholders would get their 
own again, the laborers higher wages and plenty 
of work, and the world would jog on merrily." 

^' Ay, but do what you will, Master Stubbs, 
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a poor maa is always falling in Trith bad luck : 
first there is sickness ; then there are acd«- 
dents." 

'^ Here and there a case/' said Stubbs ; " but 
Ifaat is not an every-day evil : besides, when a 
ooan gets good wages, be may put aside a penny 
against the unlucky day, and lock it up safe in 
the ckib-box, that he may not be tempted in a 
merry freak tospend it at the alehouse ; or, what 
is better still, he may put it in the savings' bank, 
where it is safe and sure, and gives you interest 
iBto the bargain. Besides, you know, John, that 
in case of accident there is na want of hospitals, 
where there are as skilful doctors , and as handy 
nurses, as the rich have themselves. And then 
the great folks are, many of there, very good to 
the poor in case of need, and would do still more 
Sat them when they knew they had not^ the 
parish to go to for help." 

^^ Welly it is a hard matter to understand the 
right and the wrong of these things/' said John; 
.^^ and if we did not feel them any more than we 
can understand them, why, I should not trouble 
my head about them. But a hungry stomach b 
apt to make one discontented, and turn it in one's 
.mind how things might be changed for the bet- 
ter. They are bad enough now, God knows ! so 
I am one that would not object to make trial of 
some change, if it were done fairly and softly." 
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" Well, I hope we shall liv^ to see it/' said 
the farmer, taking up his hat ; " and so a good 
day to 70U5 John ; and to you, too, dame, if yon 
bear me no ill w^ll." 

Dame Hopkins contented herself with dl'op- 
ping him a slight curtsy as he went out ; and no 
sooner was he gone, than she exclaimed, 5' Have 
a care, John, how you lend an ear to that man, 
though he is one of your betters; for it is as 
dear as broad day that he thinks of nothing but 
his own good." 

"Ay, one may see that with half an eye," said 
John : ^^ but for all that, he has his wits about 
hnn, and knows more than I do of these matters ; 
and I can't but think that what he said was very 
near the truth," 

" True or felse," wried the dame, " I can't 
abide to hear him talk in so hard-hearted a man- 
ner.'\ 

*^ Ay, but the matter is much more to the 
point than the manner ; and I do agree with him, 
that, if we understood it righly, the interest of the 
rich and poor might go hand in hand, like a lov- 
ing man and wife, who, though they may fall out 
now and then, jog on together till death parts 
them," 

'^ Ah, John ! if the husband were rich, and 
the wife poor, they would not long go on loving- 
ly 'together." 
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" Well, you won't Mieve me, because you 
daah uudeiBtand it ; but Come, now, Tom shall 
jread you a faUe, and an apt one it is, — it shows 
how the rich stand in need of the poor, as muqh 
as the poor in need of the rich ; and if so, their 
interests must lie the same wky.'^ 

Then he called Tom to bring his book, and 
bade him read the Fable of the Bdiy and the 
Meni^rs.; 

Tom, who had been some time monitor at the 
Village School, began in an audible *¥oice, and 
we shall leave them to th^ lectmre. 



MACHINERY; 



OR; 



CHEAP GOODS AND DEAR GOODS. 



Jackson, a poor weaver, had all his life sup- 
ported himself by working at the hand*loom. At 
lengthy finding that he could no longer gain a 
livelihood in this manner, be made up his mind 
to go to America. Before settbg off, however, 
he went round the village to take leave of his 
friends ; and when he came to the cottage of 
Hopkins, who was standing at his door, he was 
thus accosted by him : — 

" So then, neighbor Jackson, you are off for 
America, are you ? Well, good luck go with 
you ! I have heard it 's a rare place for wa- 
ges ; but it 's a strange land, and there 's no tell- 
ing the changes and chances that may happen 
before you get well settled there," 

" Happen what may," replied Jackson, " I 
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bare no choice but to go tbere or to the paridi ; 
and it shall not be said of me that, able to work, 
and without encumbrances, I became a burden 
to my country. I Ve staid he^e year after year, 
struggling and striving to get a livelihood in my 
old calling, but all to no purpose : since the in- 
vention of the power-loom, it 's all over with us 
at the hand-loom. We work both harder and 
later to endeavor to make all ends meet, but 
there 's no standing against these new machines ; 
they do the work of a dozen of us. Ay," con- 
tinued he, with a sigh, " machinery will be the 
ruin of us all one day or other. They are fi»- 
ever finding out something that will do the work 
cheaper than we can ; and unless we could work 
without wages, like their machines, that have 
neither hungry stomachs to feed nor helpless 
children to rear, we have no chance for it. Why, 
I remember the time when I made no less than 
twenty shillings a week by my hand-loom ; but 
now, that the power-loom does as much work 
for the value of three or four shillings, they will 
give me no more, without considering how much 
more labor it costs me.^' 

" It 's nktural enough," replied Hopkins, " that 
the masters will get their work done at the cheap- 
est rate ; in the way of business, men look to ^ 
their interest, and nothing else." 

This was poor consolation to Jackson ; and it 
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pleased him little better when Hopkins advised 
him to turn his hand to some other work : for he 
had stuck so closely to the hand-loom all his life, 
that he thought there was no other possible 
means of gainbg his livelihood. --* ^' Well, per- 
haps," said Hopkms, '^ you had rather try your 
luck in another country ; and having neither wife 
nor children, you may be right to risk the ven* 
loise-" 

" Though I have neither wife nor child," re- 
plied Jackson, ^^ I have no Tnsh to leave my awn 
country and my kinsfolk; but when you have 
been used to one sort of work all the days of 
your life, it 's no such easy matter to turn your 
hand to another. And, besides, if you did so/' 
added he, '^ no sooner is a man again settled in 
an.honest way of earning his bread, and there is 
someother new machine or invention that does 
the work cheaper, and so he is again turned 
adrift. It's my turn now, neighbor Hopkins, 
but it will be yours by and by ; for, it 's my 
belief^ they w^l never stop finding out new 
helps till they come to tilling the ground 
with machines, as well as using them in fac- 
tories," 

^^ Why, for that matter^" cried Hopkins, 
^^tbey do so already, sure enough; for the 
plough is a machine, to all intents and purpo* 
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" Ay,'' retorted Jackson, " they say that once 
upon a time it was all spade husbandly. What 
numbers of men must have been employed in 
cUgging the cornfields I There could have been 
no lack of work then." — " No, but a sad lack 
of com," replied Hopkins ; ''work as hard as 
they would, they could never produce half so 
much as the plough. Now, the people can get 
no more com than there is to be had ; you wBI 
grant me that?" 

There 's no ctenying it ; lor .it 's as clear as 
two and two make four." 

" Ay, and wliat 's more," ec»)tinued Hopkms, 
"the poor wan*t get all there^ is to be had ; fo^; 
the rich will have the largest share ; which is 
natural enough, they having the most mdney t& 
pay for what they want. Now, com rliised by 
tiie spade would be very scarce ; and what is 
Very scarce is very dear, as we all know : sb we 
poor folk should scarcely get bread enough to 
k^ep life and soul together. Besides," added 
Hopkins (when he found that Jackson had not 
a word to answer,) " if you are so averse to ma- 
chines, a spade is a machine as well as a plough ; 
so, if you are for doing away with machines, one 
smd all) you must destroy the spade as well as 
the plough, and fall to scratching up the ground 
with your hands, like very savages. A famous 
improvement that would be, indeed ! and I should 
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like to know how much corn we should raise 
after that fiEishion ? " 

<* Nay," replied Jackson, ^^ now you are run- 
ning into extremes ; there 's a wide difference 
between scratching up the earth with hands, and 
doing nothing at all with them. I don't say that 
all machines that help us on with our work are 
bad. A hand-loom is good enough, it has gaio* 
ed Qie a livelihood many a year ; but the power- 
loom is the very devil." 

'^ Suppose that, b after-Umes," said Hopkins, 
^^ a machine should be invented that would cut 
out the power-loom, just as the power-loom has 
cut out the hand-loom ; would not the weavers at 
the power-loom call their own a good machine, 
and the new invention the very devil ? " 

Jackson could make no reply : but he knew 
that the argument affi>rded him no relief, so he re- 
turned to the old point, and said, — ^' But I don't 
allow that the spade is a machine ; it is but a simr 
pie tool at best." — " Well," replied Hopkins, 
'^ in my mind a machine, a tool, an implement, or 
an instrument, is all one. Besides, what matters 
the name ? I call machinery, whatever helps us 
to make things easier or better than we could do 
with our naked hands ; whether it be a spade or 
a pickaxe, a hammer or a chisel, or the great 
steam engine that sets all the cottc»i-wmders' ma- 
chines a-going." 
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^^ Well, but granting the spade to be a ma- 
chine," replied Jackson, '^ it 's one that does us 
no harm. It can't turn us out of work, for there 
must be a man to every spade ; just as there is 
a man to every hand-loom. And those are the 
only right sort of machines, I maintain," said he 
rabing his voice, and laying a stronger emphasis 
on his words as he felt himself stronger in hia 
argument : ^^ they help you on, and never turn 
you off. While the machines that do the work 
of twenty men, and require only one to manage 
it, throw nineteen out of work ; that 's clear. 
No, a spade and a hand-loom for my m(Miey ; 
with a man tacked to each of them." Having 
finished his phrase, he stood looking with an air 
of triumph at Hopkins, whom he thought he had 
now fairly mastered. 

" Why," said Hopkins, casting a look at him 
somewhat between a smile and a sneer, ^^ that 's 
just the reason they are not used. For, look ye, 
if every spade must have his man, every man must 
have his wages : so that it would cost the farm- 
er a mint of money to raise corn by the spade." 

"What care I for the farmer ?" cried Jack- 
son, vexed to be again crossed, when he thought 
he bad made out his point. " It is better to 
care for the poor who eat the bread, than for the 
rich who grow it." 
' ^' Ay, but what costs dear to grow, cannot be 
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sold cheap^ and that's what the )[>oor look to. 
Unless, indeed," continued Hopkins, laughing,* 
" men can gain a livelihood by driving a loang 
trade/* 

" I 'm no such fool as to think that a farmer^ 
will sell his com for less than it dost him to 
raise,'' said Jackson ; " he ought to get a fair and 
reasonable profit too." ^ 

"Well, then," said Hopkins, " a plough with 
a team of oxen, or of horses, and a couple of 
men, will do the work of fifty spades ; and the 
com, bemg hiised so much the cheaper, will be 
sold the cheaper. The poor will be abl6 to pay 
the price of it, and will be better supplied with it." 

" Yet it is well known,"' said Jackson, " that 
the spade breaks up the ground better than the 
plough ; else, why is it used in gardens ?^^ 

" I donH deny that* the spade is the best in- 
stmment of the two,*^ repllekl Hopkitis; "but 
for all that it would not raise so much corn as 
the plough; because farmers could not afibrd^ 
to employ spades enough, and the poor could not 
afirord to pay the price of com raised by spade 
husbandry. Take mjr word for it, that it is be- - 
cause the plough digs up our fields, the drill sows 
oiu* corn, the threshing machine beats it, and the 
wind or water-mill grinds it ; that bread does not 
cost one half of what it would, were these cheap 
means of producing and preparing it unknow n. 
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And should more new contrivaoces be made to 
till the land easier, and make bread cheaper^ 
why, so much the better, say L" 

Jackson, finding that he was not a match for 
Hopkins, bad no other resource than to stick ob- 
stmately to his old argument, ^^ that if all work 
was done by machines, those who had no means 
of living but by their labor must starve." 

" We are apt to say," replied Hopkins^ " that 
we live by our labor; but that 's only a way of 
speaking ; for labor would rather be the death of 
us than make us live, if it was not for the wages 
it brought us.'' 

^^ Well, methinks it is you., Hopkuia* who are 
speaking after an odd fitshioji ;^ we are none of us 
such fools as ncft to know that labor, on the long 
run, waars us out, and that when we say we 
live by our labor, we mean by the wages we earn 
by it. Nay, indeed, if you are 30 particular, we 
do not live by wages either, for we can neither 
eat nor drink, nor wear the-wages we ^et. They 
are of no use to us tUl we spend them :; so that 
we live on wbajt our wages will buy." — " Ay, 
you are in the right road now," cried Hopkms. 
^^ And the cheaper things are the more we can 
buy with our wages ; eh, Jackson ? " 

" Sure enough," returned the latter. 

" Well, then," continued Hopkins, " which is 
the way to have things cheap and plenty ? Is it 

9 
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by making them by the hands of man, or wMi 
such helps as mills and steam engines, which re* 
ceive no wages, but are set a going by a puff <tf 
wind or a bobble of steam, or a sUream of odd 
water, good creatatres,. that do the work of 
hundreds c^ men, and all free cost ; and yet) 
instead of being thankful, you fall abusing them." 

Jackson, who bad felt his losses too bitterly to 
be easily satisfied, replied — ^^ I grant you they 
tvork cheaper, and mayhap better thkn we do; 
but I say it again, what 's that to us who are tump- 
ed adrift by them ? If we haFe no work we hav^ 
no wages, and then we have no means of getting 
at the goods, be they cheap or dear." 

" There 's no factory that can go alone," re* 
phed Hopkins: ^' there are always men and 
/ women, ay, and children too^ wanted to manage 
the machinery. — Now, answ^ me this one 
question. Do you think that as machines im- 
prove, and new ones are invented, there are inoi« 
or fewer people employed in factories than be* 
fore ?*' — " -fewer, no doubt," said Jackson, " by 
just the number thrown out of work by the new, 
or improved machinery." 

" So it is, if you look no further than your 
nose," answered Hopkins. " You never think of 
the mcrease of work at the factories in conse- 
quence of the new machinery ; and of the num- 
ber of people in the end employed in them. I 
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have heard did Master Spires, who has had no 
less than fifty years' experience in the manufac- 
turing line say, tliat when first spbning-miUs were 
set up, numbers of hand spinners could no longer 
get their bread, the mills doing* the work so much 
eheaper than the spinning-wheel. So there was 
great alarm among the people, and rioting to 
such a pitch, that several of the mills were de- 
stroyed ; but at last the mills were built up 
again, and the rioters put down." — "Ay," in- 
terrupted Jackson, that 's the way of the worid, 
the rich are the strongest and always gain their 
point in the end." 

" Well, but let us see what that end is," cried 
Hopkins. " Old Spires told me, that no more 
than ten years after the setting up of the spinning 
mills, the trade increased so much, in ccmse- 
quence of the goods being cheaper, that the num- 
ber of people employed^ both as spinners or 
weavers, was no less than forty times as many 
as when the spinning was doue by hand. So, 
you see, that if the folks were thrown out of 
work one while, they had ample amends after- 
wards." 

" Ay, but they might have been all starved 
before the ten years were out." 

" Why, look ye, Jackson ; the mills did not 
employ forty times as many all on a sudden, as 
it were, at the end of ten years. No, it increas- 
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ed by degrees. When the mills were first set up 
they began on a small scale* Let us say, that 
they turned half of the hand' spinners out of 
w(»:k. At the end of a twelvemonth the trade, 
perhaps, bad increased so much, that all those 
who had forsaken their wheels might find work 
at the milk, if they chose it. The next year 
the mills would perhaps employ double the 
number, and so go on regularly increasing, till at 
the end of ten years they set to work £brty times 
as msusy as gained their liyelihood by spinning 
before the mills were set up« 

'^ Master Spires told me another story, about 
.an old crone, who was somewhat of ypur -way of 
thiokmg, Jackflon. — 'She was sitting at her 
; wheel,' said he, * in the chimney-corner, aiid 
:^grumbling at me who was concesned in the &4>- 
tory, because she could not get half so much 
by her spinning, as she did formerly. Just then 
the bell at the mills rung, and the people were 
let out firom work. Soon after, in came two 
men, three women, and four or five children, who 
were all grand-children, or great-grand-children 
of the old woman. — "And what do these get 
by their work ?" said Spires ; " twenty times as 
much as you ever made by your wheel, I 'U 
warrant ?" But she would not listen to reason, 
and fell abusing the factory, insistmg that the old 
times were the best, I asked her how much she 



CHBAP GOODS AND DEAft GOODS. 13S 

gave for a cotton gown in those good old times.' 
" Why I never had one to my back," replied 
she. "Cotton gowns were only made for our 
betters in those days ; for they cost a power of 
money far beyond our reach." — " Well," said 
Spires; " look at your grand-children, the lads 
have cotton shirts, and the* lasses neat cotton 
gowns ; and I '11 be bound to say, they do not 
cost them more' thnn five shillings each ; while I 
know that in the days of your youth they cost a 
guinea, or more.. And why are they so much 
cheaper now } Because the cottofi is spun and 
woven at the factory." — ''•Umph ! " cried she, 
drawing herself up; "they might have wom 
stuff gowns, as their betters did before them."-^ 
" Ay, but," said one of the^ads, *^ we could ndt 
wear stuff shirts, gran.-dam. — " And as for stuff 
gowns," said a smart-looking girl, turning up her 
nose with a look of contempt ; " they are not 
half so nice and so clean as cotton ones^ for sum- 
mer at least." — " Besides," said Spires^ " stufi 
are made in a factory as well as cottons." The 
old woman still stood out for the good old times, 
so Spires thought he would take her upon anoth- 
er tack, and asked her what she paid far stock- 
ings in the days of her youth ? " Nothing at 
allj" answered she ; for I w|is fain to go bare- 
footed : stockings were too dear, and we never 
finmd the want of them." — " Then, why not 
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do without tbem now, aiad spend the iaaooey in 
soroetbing you ' do want ? But, methinks, you 
would be loth to part with that pajur of worsted 
stockings that keeps your feet so warm and comr 
fbrtable ; and your grand'cbildren wocdd not b^ 
willing to part with theirs either, for the comfort 
or the look of it." ~ " There's no- need we 
dsould," cried the old crone ; '^ they are cheap 
enough sow for us to afibrd to wear tbem.'^— - 
" And why ?" replied Spires ; " because, they were 
wov^i in a loom, and made with half the labor 
tfant was.' bestowed on them., when they WiSire 
knitted." — "Lookye, goody, added he; "not 
Ofrly is this large family of yours supplied with 
food and dothiag by 'machinery, but some of 
diem may owe their . very lives to ic ; for they 
might have died frcHn want, had th^e been bo 
liietory here."— r" For that matter," cried the 
dame.; ''it pleased the Lord to take moie 
than half my children ; lor \ had twelve bora 
alive, ajad I reared only four." — " That was 
in the good old times," "said Spires, smiling 
archly. " But tell me, have you lost half your 
grand-children ?" — ^' No," replied she ; " their 
molars had better luck. I have had sixteen 
grand-children bom, and only six died." — " No 
luck in the case," replied Spires ; " only die 
children were better provided for, and it is die 
will of God? that children should die,, when thdr 
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parents either do not or cannot provide for them. 
So, it 's my belief, that these likely lads and bux- 
om lasses not only owe their cotton shirts and 
gowns to the factory, but one half of them their 
Uves to it also.'' '--^^ And he was right, contkiued 
Hopkins; there 's no reckoning up the good that 
eomes of machinery one way or other. We man*- 
itfacture goods not only for ourselves, but for al* 
most every other country, as I 've heard say, 
and why ? Because we can make goods cheap- 
er^ and all on account of the soperiority of our 
machinery. I tell you there's no country has 
so many factories as old Enghnd; and there's 
none employ so many hands. How, then, can 
machinery prevent labor ? on the contrary, it in^ 
<»eases it, and affords a maintenance to tbou*- 
sands." Hopkins now stopped, fairly out <tf 
hneath, and left ikne for Jackson to observe, that 
cfther countries had factories as well as England. 
"They have," replied Hopkins; "they are al- 
ways after copying our machinery ;^ but John 
Boll is a shrewd fellow, and contrives to keep 
a-head of them all. He has a quick insight and 
a ready hand, and is forever inventing something 
new to improve his machinery, and get the work 
done better or cheaper than his neighbors, so as 
to be able to undersell them." 

Jackson could answer nothing but a repetition 
of his old complaint ; he declared, that the new 
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iiivm)ti<m8 made the fortunes of the fxiister man* 
ufacturers, but starved the laborers. 

The patience of Hopldns was well nigh ex- 
hausted, at having this argument 4igain brought' 
forward, when he thought he had completely 
refuted it ; but be was so desisoiis to bring round 
Jjackson to his way of thinkings that be determiH" 
ed to make another triaL — '^ Yours i^ a hard 
case, Jackson, I allow/' said he ; ^^ and it is that 
which blinds you to liie truth ; but there cannot 
be many cases like, youos ; else, bow could the 
country become more and more populous evei^ 
year ? .and that no one^can deny. Why, if ma<- 
chiiiery drove people away to foreign lands^ or 
starved them at bome^ there would be a. deerease 
instead of an increase of people, woidd there< 
not?" 

*'Asfor that matter/' replied Jackson, ^ the 
population depends on the numbers that are 
born ; and I think, for my part^ that the po(»^er 
. folks are, the more children they have/' 

^^ Remember what Master Spires said to the 
old crone, Jacks^m ; though many be born, few 
can be reared, unless th^e be food for the stono* 
ach, and clothes to the badk. So, if there are 
more children reared now than there were for* 
merly, you must admit that their parents are bet* 
ter off. Now, it is not so much because more 
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are born, but because fewer die, that the country 
increases in population. 

"Fewer cBe!^' repeated' Jackson, laughing; 
** why, you know as well as i, that they are 'all' 
sure to die one day or other/* 

^^ Ay! but it makes a rare difierence, whether 
that day condes soon or late, di, Jackson ? I 
tifl you, people's lives last out Ibnger than they 
used to do years agd. More children grow up 
to man's estate — grownniip. jnen are more 
I^althy, and<the old have fewer infirmities, and 
are not so soon cut off. Fifty yeaars back, one 
man in forty died every year ; now only one in 
fifty-^ght dies ; that makes ei^teen years dit 
ference ; and you and I shall not be sorry W 
have a fkir chance of Kving dgfateen years IcHig- 
er than our forefathers ? Nay,lf you go ba<3k to 
the good old tirnesi, some hundred years ago, 
there weke two died then fer one that dies now; 
And why? Because we are better fed, hett&t 
clothed, better nursed when young, and better 
doctored when sick. Now, all this bettering 
comes from tbbgs being made cheaper, and sold 
cheaper through the help of machines; so, in- 
stead of grumblitig at them, you should thank 
God for having given men the power of invoat* 
ing contrivances to shorten and dieapen labor ; 
and the sense to find out, thai wind, and water, . 
and steam will work without tiring, both by night 
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and by day , and, what 's more, without pay*" 
*' Ay, I wish you had heard the st(»y an old 
pedlar toM us (me day ; he said, diat wind, and 
water, and steam worked like giants, and without 
requiring either food or clothing, or kxlging, or 
wages.'^ 

" And for what purpose ? " interrupted Jack- 
son, who was only waiting for an opportunity to 
thrust in his old argument, ^' just to turn us poor 
folk out of work !"—«.*' No such thing ! " retort- 
ed Hopkins, impatiently ; '^ for the purpose of 
making the good things of this world cheap and 
plenty ; so that the poor may be able to get at 
tbem as well as the rich." -*< " Talk till dooa»«- 
day," nsplied Jackson, ^' you will never persuade 
jDe> that when the master manufacturer hks upon 
acme new devise to improve his machinery, it -'a 
With an eye to the good of any bnt hanself*" 

'^ Mayhaps not,'' replied* Hopkins ; ^^ but the 
fifcctis, Ihat they can't do good to themselveB 
without d<ung ^ood to others also. I tell yoo, 
it 's in the nature of things ; for," added he, devout 
ly raising his eyes, ^^ there is Obe above who 
lodes to the good of the poor as well as of the 
iich ; and if he puts it into the head of manu- 
facturers how to shorten labor and to cheapen 
goods, he does* it for our advantage as well as 
llieirs. Tes," added he^ with a jhous emphasis, 
^ God Almighty, who made ^ the sun to shine 
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upon the just and the unjust/ is good to all ; and 
be created wind, and water, and steam, to work 
fer the benefit of all, the poor as well as the 
rich." 

" Well, if it had jdeased God," exclaimed 
Jackson, *' to have given us food and clothing 
ready to our hand, as he has given us water to 
drink and air to breathe, without stir or trouble, 
we should have wanted neither work nor wages. 
The world would have goiie on fiunously then,'' 
ftdded be, chuckling at his bright idea. Hop^ 
Idns was not sorry to hear something new. 
There was some ingenuily in Jackson's ob» 
eervation ; and, though Hopkms tboagfat k 
eould not be true, he knew not what objectioD 
to raise against it. He had recoinse (as im 
commonly had in such a dilemma,) to scratoi»i> 
ing his head ; and if the action did not call finrtfa 
sew ideas, it at least gave him time to reflect cm 
what he should say. ^' So one would think," at 
Jeogth replied be ; ^^ but you may be sure God 
knows best what is good for us; and, since it has 
not been his pleasure to give us food and cloth«- 
ing gratb, as it were, you m&y be certain tliat k 
would not have been for our good. Why and 
wherefore is more than lean tell : perhaps," add- 
led he, with moie alacrity, a bright thought hav^ 
ing crossed his mind, — *' perhaps, because it 
would have made us all idle : and I am apt to 
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think that would have led us to frequenting the 
public house. If beer and spirits had been as 
plenty as water, what drunkards we should have 
all been ! and then the broils that would have 
fidlowed ! No, Jackson, it is better as it is : idle- 
ness is the parent of vice, you know." 

" Why, now you are not consistent,** quoth 
Jackson : ** if it is good for man to labor, why 
get machines to do the work instead of us ?** 

** Not for the sake of being idle,'* Replied Hop^ 
kins ; " but because the less labor we bestow on 
one thing, the more wfe shall have ^o give to an- 
other ; and the less labor things cost, the cheap- 
er we shall buy them. Now, it is quite as im- 
portant (oT us to have things cheap as to have 
plenty of work ; for the wages of one week will 
buy as much of cheap goods as the wages of two 
iveeks will of dear ones. And I have told you, 
over and over again,, (but I cannot hammer it 
into your head,) that the way to make things 
oheap is to produce them by machinery. When 
wind, and water, and fire and steam do the work, 
the goods are sold so reasonably, that almost ev- 
ery one can sfhrd to buy. You wefl know 
there 's a much greater demand for cheap than 
for dear goods ; and, in order to satisfy so great a 
demand, more and more must be made, and 
more hands taken in at the factory ; till, in the 
end, many mofe come to be employed to man- 
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age the maebinery than there was beibre to do 
the work without it. And, when increase of em^ 
ploymentgoes along with cheapness of produc- 
tion, you have every thing you can wish ; — 
more commodities, more work, and more com^ 
fort and enjoyment within your reach.'' 

" And, pray, where did you pick up a)l this 
learning ? '' inquired Jackson. " It 's surely nev^ 
out of your own head." — " No, for a truth," 
replied Hopkins ; *' ray head has, towever, been 
given to these matters for a. long time past ; and 
I never missed gathering what I could from thoen 
who knew more than myself, i have leami a 
good deal from talking- with n?y landbrd, who 
has a great knack at these things, and be gave 
me a little book, called ' The Working Alan'^ 
Companion ; ' but.sm^l as it is, tbeire 's a ii^opld 
of knowledge in it. I found it rather hard nt 
first; but he helped me on with it by an expla?* 
jiatioB now and then ; and it 's there I learnt all 
the good that comes of machinery, and the fdily 
and wickedness of opposing it." 

" Well, I should like to see the book," said 
Jackson. — " Here it is," returned Hopkins^ 
producing the volume on the results of machinery; 
« Come, I will read you a bit," continued he, 
turning over the leaves till he came to a placb 
which he thought suited his purpose. '< Here," 
said he, " they are talking of a* poor ignorant 
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people called the New Zealanders, who had no 
machinery whatever ; scarcely so much as a tool 
to work with* 

" Page 31. * The chief distinction between man 
in a rude, and man in a civilised state of society is, 
that the one wastes his ibrce, whether natural or 
acquired ; the other economises, that is, saves it. 
The man in a rude state has very rude instruments ; 
he, therefore, wastes his force : the man in a civil- 
ized state has very perfect ones; he, therefore 
economises it. ... . One of the chiefs of the 
people of New 2^1and, who, fix>m their inter-* 
CQuurse wkh Englishmen, had learnt the value of 
tools, told Mr Marsden, a missionary, that his wood- 
en spades were all broken, and he had not an axe 
to make any more : — his canoes were all broken, 
and he had not a nail or a gimlet to mend them 
with : — his potatoe grounds were uncultivated, 
smd he had not a hoe to break them up with : — 
and that, fi[Mr want of cultivation, he and his peo- 
ple would have nothing to eat. This shows you 
the state of the people without tools 

" ' The New Zealanders live exactly on the 
opposite side of our globe; and, therefore, very 
seldom come near us ; but, when they do come, 
they are acute enough to perceive the advantages 
which machinery has conferred upon us: and 
the great distance, in point of comfort, between 
their state and ours, principally for the reason 
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that they have no machinery, while we have a 
great deal. One of these poor men burst into 
toars when he saw a rope-walk, because he per- . 
oeived the immense superiority which the process 
of spinning ropes gave us over his countrymen. 
Another of these people, and he was a shrewd 
and intelligent man, carried back to his country a 
small hand-mill for grinding corn, which he priz<- 
ed as the greatest of all earthly possessions.' 

" Now," continued Hopkins, laying down his 
book, '^ you must know that Old England and 
New Zealand are much of a size ;. and, wh3e 
we have twenty-six millions of people. New Zea- 
land has only ten thousand ; that is, two thousand 
six hundred men in England to one in New Zea- 
land. And, moreover, one of us working people 
in England is better off by far than the chiefs of 
New Zealand ;-^ better fed, better clothed, and 
more comforts in every respect : and tliat be* 
cause they have not yet found out how to make 
wind, and water, and fire, and steam w^k for 
them ; and so they remain poor, half starved, half 
naked savages, living in huts, such as you would 
scarcely put a pig in. 

" And, do you know, Jackson, that, if you 
read the history of England, you will see that, 
once upon a time, (it 's ages ago ; 'before any 
factories were set up,) England was no better off 
than New Zealand ; so you see what we have 
gained by our machinery." 
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Jackson still looked discontented ; and Hop- 
kins confessed that his was a hard case, a very 
hard case ; " But you cannot," added he, " say 
that the power-loom does an injury to the peo- 
ple at large. If the weaving is cheaper done by 
it, the goods are cheaper sold ; and all those who 
buy are gainers by it : you and I 9s well as oth- 
ers. You are always harping after the loss you 
make as a weaver, and never think of the bene- 
fit you receive as a consumer." 

'^ Much good will the cheap weaving do me 
here," cried Jackson, ^' when I sgn far away." 
. *' I don't know for that," replied Hopkins.; 
^' go where you will, the English manufactures 
will follow you ; especially in America ; and 
there you would not be sorry to get them as low 
as you could." 

"All I know," grumbled Jackson, '^ is, that 
the pow^r-loom has been the ruin of me here-" 

" But when we talk of the good of the people 
apd the good of the country," said Hopkins, em- 
phatically, " we must remember that there are 
others in the country besides yourself and your 
fellow weavers at the hand-loom. You are the 
only sufferers, while the whole of the population 
are gamers. Now, I ask you, would it be fair to 
set aside the power-loom merely to benefit these 
few, to the loss of millions of men ? It would be in- 
juring ten thousand, at least, for the goodof one. 
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Then,- left me tell you, if you had not stuck so 
tibstinately to your hand-loom, though losbg 
ground by it every year, you might have turned 
your hand to something else, as many others 
bare done» I have been told there are no less 
than twenty tiwuBknd journeymen silk weavers 
irfio were turned adrift, and are now working at 
•Ae dotton factory at Manchester. One must 
iafce courage, man, and go along with the stream ; 
for we caniiot stop it, do what we will. Many 
have tried,hard at it by rioting and violence ; but 
what^as the end of it? l^e rioters were ai- 
rways put down, sooner or .later: isome were 
hanged, others transported, and the improve- 
ments in machinery went on all the same." 

•" They had their revenge, however, on the 
masters of the factories," said Jackson ; ** for 
many a steam-engine and a factory has been de- 
stroyed in such riots/' 

" And where 's the good of that ? " cried Hop*- 
kms : *^ why, it is burning your own house to set 
yoiur neighbor's stables on fire I lor, when the fac 
tory is destroyed, the workmen are all turned 
ftdrift ; and what are they to do ? no one will 
employ them ; so, for one master ruined, there 
are perhaps five hundred of his men in the same 
predicament. Then take the people at large : 
the goods the factory made would become more 
scarce and dearer than before ; and they would 

10 
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suffer from this till the factory was rebuilt and 
placed again upon the old footing. So, after 
quarrelling and fighting, and being punished, 
(some by the law, others by their own folly,) you 
just return to the point from whence you set out. 
Can there be greater madness, than, when you 
want to live cheap, to destroy the very means of 
making things so ? Why, it is much of a piece 
with burning the stacks of corn to make bread 
cheaper. No, believe me, if you could show a ma- 
chine to be an evil, you only increase the evil by 
attempting to destroy iu Master manufacturers 
will' make then* goods at the .cheapest rate : -do 
what you will, you can't prevent it ; and I say, 
thank God for it : for the cheaper they make, 
the cheaper they sell ; and we are all beneiSted 
by that. But, since you choose to seek your fhr- 
tune elsewhere, why, I wish you success with all 
my heart ; a prosperous voyage, and good luck 
at the end of it." 

Upon this he shook Jackson cordially by the 
hand, and they took leave of each other ; Hop- 
kins fancying that his arguments had produced a 
great effect ; but Jackson was too much blinded 
by his prejudices, and the losses be had sustain- 
ed, for his mind to be open to conviction ; and, as 
he went away, he mumbled to himself, — " Ay, 
it 's fine talking ; but where 's the good of all these 
helps, when they do not help me to a smgle 
meal.'" 
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THE WEDDING GOWN. 



One eisening, when John reixiraed firoin his 
work, he found his daughter Patty showing off a 
new. silk gown. to her mother. It was. a present 
which her loxrer had just given her, for the ap- 
proaching wedding day. Patty's eyes, whieh 
bad seldom beheld any thing so beautiiul, shone 
with delist,. as her mother iidmiredit; and her 
father gave her a hearty kiss, and said she would 
be as smart a bride as had ever beep married in 
the village. ^' Ay, and it is a French silk, too, 
mother," exclaimed Patty. — " Why, as for that/' 
replied her mother j'^ I don't see the more merit 
in its being French ; and I did not think, Patty, 
you were such a silly girl as to have all that non- 
sense in your head. .No, indeed, it is bad 
enough for the great lady-folks to make such a 
fiiss about French finery^ so that they can't wear 
a bit of honest English riband. I don't like your 
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gown a bit the better for being French. No ; 
and I should have thought that your husband, 
that is to be, might have given you an Engli^ 
silk instead." 

Patty was not pleased that her mother should 
find any fault with her new present, and her 
future husband ; so she said, she thought there 
was no harm in the gown ))eing French, if Barton 
could afford to give it to her ^ " and for my own 
wedding too," added she, with a blush. — " It 
is not that he can't af&rd it, child ; but don't you 
see the ^hatn^ of an Englishman g<xng to buy 
French silks, wh3e his own countrymen are 
working so hard for their bread at the manufacto- 
ries at home ? Why, they can g*t nobody to 
buy Aeir En^ish goods now, and the poor work- 
men will soon have to go to the parish or starve ; 
and all because the fine ladies mxist be forever 
s^dnding over to foreign parts for then: lace and 
silks, and all that:" 

Poor Patty was sadly put out: but her moth- 
er did not perceive it ; and ^he went on abusing 
the gown, which she had admired *so much until 
she had learned that it was French. " No, no,'' 
continued she, *^ I shall be ashamed if my girl is 
not married in an English gown, and tell Barton 
so," she udded, pushing aside the smart present. 

Patty tried to put in a word, but in vain. 
" Why, there is our girl Nancy, who works for a 
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riband weaver at Nottingham, your fatber mot^ 
to ask whether she could get in one of her 
youngest sisters ; but she sent back word that 
trade was very slack, and that they were mor^ 
Kely to turn off hands than to take any more in : 
that while so many ribands came from France 
one could expect no better ; and that it was weU 
if we did not see he|r home again for want of 
work. It is a crying sin/' added the dame, indig-* 
nantly ; '^ and I should be glad to know whether 
my Nancy can't make as good a riband as any of 
the French girls ? I ^m sure the one she sent me 
was as pretty aa any one need wish to look on.'^ 
John readily agreed that the English could mak^ 
these things just as well .at home, as others could 
in foreign countries. ^^ Nay, and even if we did 
not," said the wife^, ^^ I think the great people 
ought to give a turn to their own country folks^^ 
and encourage hom^ manufactures, instead of 
having all their finery made by foreign hands, 
and sent to them from foreign parts. Why, I 
have heard Lady Charlotte's maid, up at the 
castle, say, there 's no end to the loads of silks^ 
and laces, and ribands, and flowers, her Ladyr 
ship gets fix»m beyond seas ; and, instead of 
being ashamed of it, she is proud to wear them, 
and to show them off to her acquaintances." 

Now Tom, who was a good sharp lad, and 
given to be waggish, said, — "I wish that the 
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French moanseers, instead of sending somaofa. 
frippery for the rich^ would se^d some good 
bread and cheese for us poor folks.'- — " And 
so they would, if you would pay for it," replied 
his father ; ^ for they are not such fools as to 
send us their goods for nothing*" — " Well, but 
how are the goods paid for? " asked Torn; " for 
tmcle Bobj who has becfn over the sea to foreign 
hinds, tells me, that wheii he goes to an alehouse 
ki those outlandish parts, and has to pay for a 
draught of beer, they won't take our Engli^ 
money ? " Uncle Bob, although he had not yet 
joined in the talk, had been ii> the room all the 
while ; for he had c<xne up from Liverpool on 
^rpose to be present at Patty V wedding. He 
BOW puHed dffhiS' spectacles, and laying down 
ihe newspaper, winch he had been quietly read« 
ing in a comer, said, — •* That is true, but you 
should not say an alehouse, Tom, for there is 
little enough of ale ckt beer lo be had there : they 
give you nothing but wine at their publie houses^ 
And, sure enough, they would take neither pence 
nor shillings, nor pounds either (if I had had them«) 
The Fr«ich will be paid in their own mcHiey, 
which they call sols and francs ; and the Span* 
iards will have then* own dollars." — ." And how 
do you manage to pay for what you buy there ?" 
asked John. —"Why, I get my English money 
changed into the money of the country where I 



TBB WSBIXNCI- GOWN. Ul 

happen to be. That is easy Plough for the 
little I want ; but it would never do to pay for 
all the goods that come over here from foreign 
pans." 

This pues&led, John not a little^ when suddenly 
a wiser thought than usual came across him : — 
*^ If they vvon't take the money," said he, " per-r 
baps they will take the money^ wodrth, and that 
is all one." — " What do you mean by the mon* 
ey'a worth, father ? " — " Why, something that 's 
worth as much as the money. They wiU^.tak^ 
goods, for instance, instead of money. Ay, for 
now*! remember, whan I went over to Leeds to 
see your brother that works in the cloth factory, 
tfa^re was such a power of broadcloth piled up, 
of all sorts and fiishions ; there were some vrith 
mighty fine pattenis ; and I thought them rathr 
er queer fear us Englishmen to wear; but Dick 
said that all those pieces were for foreign parts ; 
and that if they did npt please the fancy of foi^ 
eiders, who liked showy patterns, they would not 
take our goods. ' You may guess,' added Dick, 
^ by the piles you see of them yonder, how much 
they like tbese.^ And he told me they had orders 
for many more, so that they should be wanting 
more hands ; and that if I sent one of the boys 
next sparing, be thought^ they could find workfcir. 
him. Now, don't you see, Tom, this is the way 
we pay for French goods. We pay them in 
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kmd, as it wei^ ; goods for goods ; and the goods 
being worth as imich as the money we should 
have paid for them, it is all one, as if we had paid 
in money." — " Why, it is much like my chai^ 
ing my top again for Harry Fairbum's marbles/' 
said Tom. ^^ And do they send us as much 
goods as we send them ? " 

*^ Why, as for that," replied his father, scratch^ 
iBg his head, while he was thinking of an answer^ 
^* as broadcloth, is much more bulky than laces (X 
silks, we. must send over ]sutget cargoes than we 
receive in feturn* But, mind you^ not moie^ 
costly. No, no, we are sfaaq)er than that comes 
to« We sdboold never be sudb fools as to send 
to ibreigpers what was worth more than they 
sent us. We give mon^^s worth for mosmfft 
w^h." 

'^ Thep3, if they work fi»r i«b as much as wt 
work them," said Tom, ^' methinks it 's tit for tat; 
and there is no one turned out of work, neitbei 
here nor there." 

*' Why, have not you just heard that your m^ 
teir Nancy is like to be turned oS^t Nottingbamj 
because they will wear so many French rib*- 
«ids?'? 

"Ay, but," said Tom arehly, who could not 
help thinking of his own prospeet, '^ but hxve 
not you said that I am Vkdy to be ti^en in at 
Leedi^, because foreigners wear our English 
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dochs } So you see, fiither, it is as bfoftd as it is 

lODg." 

The father was pilzzled, and be could thmk of 
nodiing to reply to Tom, who had certably the 
best of the argument. While he remained half 
grumbling at being set down by so young a lad-, 
uncle Bob exclaimed, '* The boy is right enough. 
Wbere is the sense of crying down French 
silks ? why, it is just crying, down our own 
broadcloth." — Patty's face Inightened up, and 
she thought that Barton was right after all, 
and that she should wear her gky gown at the 
wedding. Uncle Bob continued, —"If we 
vrtm^x wear any more foreign merchandise, why 
foreigners wonH wear any more of ours ; fop 
we shan't send ottrs o^er for nothing, that is 
quite certain." — "So much the better," mut- 
tered John, " let us each wear our own manu- 
factures." 

" Better for Nancy, but worse for Dick and 
Tom too," cried uncle Bob ; " for, if there are 
no French silks and ribands to pay for, there 
will be no cloth made to pay them with, for look 
ye, cloth is the money we pay with. I say, uid 
I '11 maintain it too, that every piece of silk, and 
not silk only, but late, or cambric, or wine, or 
wfafat not, that comes from France, or Spain, os 
Germany, or even from as far off as the Indies, 
East or West (for Bob was fond <tf talking of the 



ISI . FQUttCW TBAOsB i Oft, 

many countries be had seen) ; I say, etrary piece 
of foreign goods that conies over to England, em* 
ploys just as many of oujf wcirkmen as if they 
made it themselves. What care oiur workmen 
whether they are making ribands and silks b^ 
their own countryfolki or broadcloth for foreign^ 
ers ? What they want is to be employed; and 
that is all. *- Why, it is as dear as hroftd- d^y ;• 
though it never struck me before, till ibe Ud hit 
on It," , , 

John was not mueh.pleiised to find his brothei: 
taJie part witb Tom ; however, he conld not but 
think they seemed to be in ^ right; and that 
foreign trade did neither good nor hann. But 
they had not got at the who}e: truth y^t, as the 
second part of die story will show. 

John had pondered all tbese things a good 
deal in his mind, at a loss what to think or what 
to believe, when one day his landlord looked in 
upon hiih to talk over farming matters. Before 
the squire went away, John took courage to a^ 
him about what wais uppernjiost in his mind, and 
said, — " May I be so bold as to ask your honor 
a question ?" The landlord nodded good natiir- 
edly. " Why, then, my brother Bob and my son 
Tom, but a bit of a chap as he is, have been ar* 
guing with me that we noither gain nor lose by 
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trading with foreign parts, and wearing foreign 
manufactures," Then obserTing the landlord 
smile, *'you may think, perhaps,'* added he, 
twirling bis hat in his hands, ^' that I oaght to be 
minding my own concerns, and not troublbg my 
head about what is above my capacity." 

"lam very far from thinking," said the land- 
lord, " that it is not your business to reflect and 
consider what is or what is not good &fr your 
country. It is not only the right but the duty of 
ev^ty free-bom Engli^man to do so to the best 
of his abilities. This, thank Gt>d, isnotalaiftd 
in which we are afraid of the people learning to- 
dii$tingutsh between right and wrong, even in 
matters which concern the welfare of the coun* 
try." ' . 

John was pleased : he held up his head and 
seemed to think aB the bettier c^ himself for be- 
\ng coimted amocig those who had aright to think 
about the welfare of the country. '^ I am sure/', 
thought he, '' if I had informed myself to the best 
of my ability before I went to th^ fairy, I should 
never have been such a fool as to havQ made her 
turn every thing apside down,, as I did twice 
ruQuing." Then, addressing the laaadlord, he 
said, — " Indeed,- your honor 's right ; for, ii\ my 
mind, there is more mischief done for wai>t of 
knowing better thaB there is from sheer wicked- 
ness." 
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^* I am quite of your opinioii," replied ike land^ 
lord ; ^^ but, as ibr Bob and yo«ng Tom, there, I 
think they are somewhat mistaken in supposing 
that the country neither loses nor gains by for* 
eign trade." 

*< Ay, I told you so," said John exultingly, 
addressing himself to has brother and the boy. 

^ Then I hope your hcxior will set us right," 
replied Bob. — " Why," said the landterd, « I 
maintain that, when two countries trade freely 
with ench other, they are both gainers." — 
" Hear what bis honor says now," cried Bob: 
'* no loss on either ade, but both gainers: — all 
prizes, and no blanks ! *' 

^^ Tins requires some explanation," said the 
landlord, " which I will try to give you. For- 
eigners send over to us such goods as they can 
make or produce cheaper and- better than we 
can ; theielbre, when we buy those goods, we get 
them cheaper or better than we could have made 
them ourselves*" 

" There 's nqr denymg that," cried Bob, " for 
if they were not either cheaper or better than we 
can make, we should not buy them." Tom 
diuckled in a comer, though he did not dare 
open bis lips." 

'^ Now, for instance," continued the landlord, 
observmg the piece of silk for Patty's weddbg 
gown, which was laid upon the table ; ^' they 
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have the art of making ailks cheaper in France 
than we have in England. You may huy a silk 
in France for the ralue of two shillings a yard, 
which would cost you three in England. Wefl, 
then, every yard of French sflk sold in England 
{supposing there were no duty) would be a shil- 
ling saved to those who buy it." 

" And a shilling saved is a billing gained,** 
sfeid Bob. " Then, she who buys a French in- 
stead of an English silk gown (supposing it (x!)ok 
tea yards) would have ten shillings left, in her 
pocket, would she not ?" 

*' Certainly ; and so, if many French gowns 
were bought, there would be many a ten siril^ 
Twigs isaved. This money," continued the land- 
lord, " might belaid by till wanted ; or it might 
be spent immediately, in cotton^ gowns, perhaps, 
fer the children, or shoes and stockings, or potc^ 
and pans; in short, whatever article may^chance 
to be wanted ; but, whatever it be, it will have 
employed people to produce it ; and there is so 
much the more work for the laboring trasses. 
WhSe, on the other hand, if an English silk gown 
had been bought, the ten shillings saved would 
have been spent, and nothing more could have 
been purchased." — '* Then it is very clear," said 
Bob, ^^ that, if people wear the dear English silk 
gowns instead of the cheaper French ones, there 
is less work for our w<»k people." 
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** You are quite righi," ansvrered the landloid ; 
^< and it is just the same with every other artiGle 
that is purchased fix)m abroad as it is with silk. 
So long as we get goods cheaper we make a sav- 
ing, and that saving sets more hands to work." 

" A^," said Jobn^ '' that 's all very well for us ; 
but your honor told us that the French wetB 
gaineis by the trade as well as ourselves : now, 
it seems to me, that what we gain must be their 
loss," 

" Why so," <Hied iiie landlord. " Take an ex- 
ample or two : — We have more Iron iu the 
bowels of the earth, here, than they have b 
France ; we are therefore mose used to work it, 
and do it better than they do. Then we ksoiw 
how to construct steam-engbes better ; so that 
the French can purchase wrought iron and steam- 
engbes cheaper and better of us than they can 
make them at home. If, then, we send them iron 
and steam-engines b exchange for their silks, 
they are gabers as well as we." 

^' But I thought," said John, ^^ that we sent 
the French people broadclotlis in exchange for 
their silk and laces." 

" No ; the broad-cloths, I believe,^' said the 
landlord, *^ are exported to Spam, Portugal, and 
other countries. But the name of the country is 
of no consequence, any more than the name of 
the goods exchanged ; the principle is the same. 
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Buy the goods wherever they are to be had 
^eapest and the best." 

" To be sure,',' cried Dame Hopkins ; " that 
is just what we do ourselves, husband : often is 
the time that I trudge over to the market toWn 
. to buy things a trifle cheaper than I can get 
them in the village." -—^* Yes, and when you 
gat there," cried Bob, '^ you go to the best shop, 
wi&Qut caring whether i^ master be friend or 
foe." 

" But," said John, " We don't go over to 
France to choosje the goods as we do at market. 
It is they send them over to us; and they 
may chance to send us such goods as we can 
mftke as well and as cheap at home : in a w(»d, 
goods that we don't want from them." 

"I can assure you," replied the landlord, 
** that merchants often do go to foreign coun- 
tries for the very purpose of choosing such goods 
as will be most wanted in England. And when 
they don't go, they write, which answers much 
- the same purpose." — **But how can they tell 
what is wanted ?" cried Bob, " for, one wants 
one thing, another wants another ; but, to say 
what most people want, must be a hard matter 
to make out." — " Far from it," said the land- 
lord : '^ there is as sure a means of knowing it as 
if the diferent sorts of goods had each a voice, 
and one cried out, * I am the most wanted ;' 



another, ^ I am next ;' and another^ * I aot at ail.' " 
— ^Tbis made them all stare ; and they listened 
with great attention to leani what tins v<Hce 
oould foe« — - '^ It is neither more nor less than 
the price of the goods," said the landlord. 
^^ The more goods are wanted the better pric9 
they will fetch ; so it is the price which I call 
their Toioe; and, tmd moreover, a voice that al- 
ways speaks the truth." — This set tb^n i^ 
laughing. '^ Now," contmued the landlord, as 
soon as they had had their laugh out, '^ we cannot 
expect that the Frepch or any other ibi*eigners 
should send over aoch goods as we want, just 
for the pleasure of obligmg us : their view is to 
make money." — "As every dealer's is and 
ought to be," interrupted Bob, ^^ when it is done 
above board ; that is, fairly and honestly ; so we 
need bear them no grudge for that." 

" Very true," contmued the landlord ; " they^ 
seek their own interest, not oufs ; and send over 
the goods that will fetch the best price, because 
those will give them the greatest profit." 

" If they ^don't seek our interest, they find it 
nevertheless," said Bob ; " for the goods which 
will fetch the best price, are just those which 
we most want. So, what suits them to sell, suits 
us to buy : well, to be sure, that is cleverly con- 
trived." 

" No wonder that it is cl6ver," replied the 
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landlord; "for it is in the nature of things ; 
which means that it is so ordained by the Au- 
thor of Nature, an all-wise and beneficent Pr<Jv- 
idenee. 

** Well, you see, my good friends," continued 
the landlord, "that foreign trade -^ that is, trad- 
ing with foreign countries — is advantageous to 
every country engaged in it ; for, what is true of 
one, is true of all : and when we buy a piece of 
foreign goods, be it what it may, or come from 
whence it will, we encourage the British manu- 
facture thereby, just as much as if we*bought the 
piece of goods at Leeds or Manchester." 

" Ay, and a little more, too,'* cried Bob, " ac- 
cording to your honor's reckoning ; for you have 
forgot tp take into the account the money saved 
by buying the cheaper goods, which saving is 
laid out in something else, and sq sets more Wnds 
to work." ^ 

" That is true," cried the landlord ; " I was 
Mling into your argument, my honest tar, that 
there was neither loss nor gain in foreign trade ; 
but I am glad to find you steer so clear of error 
that you can become my pilot. We are agreed 
then, that there is gain on both sides ; and I hope, 
John, that you begin to think so too." 

" Why," said John, to be sure your honor 
must know best ; and, if all you say be true, 

11 
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(as DO doubt it is,) why I can't but say it must 
be so." 

'^ Well," continued the landlord, " but there is 
another advantage in foreign trade, which I have 
not yet mentioned* There are soroe things, suth 
as good wine, that it would be impossible for us to 
make, because our climate is not hot enough to 
cuktvate vineyards ; so, if we did not get it frooi 
other countries, we should be dbliged to go 
without." 

^' Oh ! for the matter of that," cried John, 
^' (oreiga wides wUl never come within, our reach : 
we poor folk should not be the better for than, 
even if they paid no duty at all." 

'< But you are sometimes the better.for foreign 
spirits, John, I take it," said the landlord. 

^^ And sometimes the worse, too," said his wife. 
. '^ However, I have no right to complain ; for 
that is only once in a way." 

*^Well, to say nothing of the wine and the 
spirits," continued the landlord, addressing Isiiii- 
selftothe wife, ^' you, good dame, would not 
have a spoonful of sugar to sweeten your tea, 
without foreign trade. Nor could you give me a 
pinch of snuff," added he, holding out his hand 
to John, who first tapped his box and then open- 
ing it, respectfully offered it to his landlord. •— 
*^ And as for the English silks," said Bob, '' why 
we should have had none to dispute about with- 
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out foreign trade ; for, though we can spin and 
, weave silk, we can't breed silkworms in our cU- 
mate." — "Nor could you smoke your pipe," 
said the landlord ; " for tobacco is not raised in 
England any more than silk." — " But I have 
heard some talk/' said John, "of passing a law 
to Jet them grow tobacco in Ireland." 

" If the law of the 4and should allow them, I 
doubt whether the law of nature would,'^ re*- 
plied the landlord ; " for the warm climate of 
Virginia, in America, whence it comes, is much 
more fiivorable to its growth ; and, if they at- 
tempt to raise it in Ireland, I doubt but th^X it 
will cost them dearer, and not be so good." — 
** Why, then," ssud John, " it would be wiser to 
make a law to prevent instead of to allow them 
to grow it." 

" The best way would be to pass no law, either 
for or against," replied the landlord. " Let men 
bare their own way, and plant and sow, buy and 
seB, just where and how they like ; they wfll 
soon find out what will answer best. If they can 
raise tobacco in Ireland as cheap and as good as 
in America, they will do it ; and if they cannot, 
they will let it alone." 

"Ay," cried Bob, "a man has a sharper 
look out for his own interest than any one else 
can have fc»r him.^ 

" So you see, my ftiends," continued the land- 



164 MtmoK TiiADii i Oft, 

lord, " foreign trade has two advantages ; for it 
not only procures things better atfd cheaper, but 
things which our climate renders it impossibte 
for us to produce at home ; such as wine, sugai^ 
tobacco, plums, currants, rice, spices, cotton^ 
silks, and other things without number;'* 

" Oh, then," cried the good woman, **I cooM 
not even treat my children with a plum pudding 
^t Christmas without foreign trsklie ; (w th^re ^ 
•BO making it without plums and spices.*' 

Patty smiled, and cast a lookupott her wed#Dg 
gown, which her mothet' obserwig, said, — 
** Well, child, take it up and make it up. I 
should be loth to say or thiiik lUof it^^fterall the 
squire has told us." ^ 

THIRD PART. ■ 

♦ *< Well, after aiy $aid John, <; it's, lucky fof 
,us they won't take our fkigUsh money for tbei^ 
goods in foreign countries; ibr, if we sent them 
money instead of gooda^^ it Qciight be quite anotl]^er 
story." — " And why not send them money ? " 
inquired the laedbrd. " Why, your honor 's 
joking now," said John, with a smile and a shrug,: 
'* you know it Would not encourage ourroanufac^ 
tures ; for we do not manufacture money : we 
get it from South Apaerica, as I have heard." — 
" And have you heard," asked the landlord, ** how 



we pay for it?" — "Why no, I can't say I 
faave^" said John^ ruminatbg* " Pay for money ! 
why it 's like giving them the money back again ; 
it can't be so ; and yet it must be paid some? 
hpw," — " It 's sure enough," cried Bob^ " th^ 
Americans will not send it us for nothing : they 
would ' no more do that than the French would 
send as their silks for nothing : and yet, how to 
pay &» mo^ney I can't well guess. We cannot 
give gold for gold ; that would be like sending 
co^ to Newcastle." 

. / ' If we paid for the money ia cash," said John, 
'^ it woi^d be just sending them back what they^ 
Jhad sent us. And there would be all the ex- 
pense of sending it across the ocean and back 
agam, just for nothing at all." 

^' Besides, I dfaubt their taking it back," sidd 
Bob ; ^^ for they want anything there rather than 
money." — " Tnie,^' said the landlord ; " they 
are all so busy digging for gold and silver there, 
that th&y have no time to manufacture goods ; 
so, it is manufactured goods which they want." 

''Then we pay for money with manufactured 
goods," ssud John : " that seems very odd to us, 
who are so used to do just the o(mtrary, and pay 
for goods with money." — " And what do the 
Americans do ? " said the landlord. — " They 
give us the nKHiey in return for our goods," re- 
plied John. 
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« Why, father," cried Tom, " methmks that's 
no more nor less than buying our goods.*' 

" Sure enough," cried Bob, •* they buy our 
goods with gold, and we buy their gold with 
goods." 

" Now," said the landlord, " Supposing that 
you sent money to France to pay for their silks' 
and laces, you would want more gold from Amer^ 
ica, and you must manufacture mo^e goods to pay^ 
for that gold." 

" Ah, so it is," cried John, as the truth sud- 
denly came across his mind ; *' and it 's aQ one 
whether we send the goods to Amei^ to pay 
jfor the gold, or to France to pay for the silks.*' 

'^ " In both cases,** continued the landlord, ** rtrtr 
laboring manufacturer will ' have employmMt. 
Thus, you see, my fiiends, work in one country 
is sure to produce work in another country, prcw 
idded a free trade — * that is, liberty to exchange 
goods — be allowed. But, though this advsoii^ 
tage will be general, I do not mean to say that it 
will be without excepti<Mi : some manufactures 
may occasionally suffer. If we import French 
silks and French china, we shall make less silk 
and less china at home ; but then, other manu« 
factures will flourish in proportion as these fail ; 
o that, if workmen are turned off in the one, 
they may find employment in the other." 

" Ay, but," observed John, " it's no such easy 
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matter to turn one's hand from one sort of work 
to another," 

" That 's very true," repKed the landlord ; 
^5 and many are the poor who suffer from being 
obliged to make such a change. This world is 
not perfect) as we all well know ; but i( is im- 
proving ; and a free foreign trade would do much 
towards increasing tlie industry, wealth, and com- 
forts of the poor ; for, I trust you are now satisfi- 
ed, that the country which deals with foreign 
nations will employ considerably more laborers 
^an those which produce and manufacture only 
Spr tbemselvea.^' 

The landlord now took his leave ; and John 
oesifessed that he had explained it all so clearly, 
thai he had been quit^ brought over to his way 
of thinking. Patty had understood so fax as ro' > 
latod to her wedding gown, which she now took 
up, and skipped away in great glee to have it 
made up. 
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JoiiN iiQPKi2«s wa3:walkbgwith fitnner Skubbs 
aver bis farm, one day, eixamining the cropsu 
They psimi tlnrouglk a field of wheat in vtbkk 
the scarlet poppies were nearly as plentiful as the 
ear3 ofeom. ^Melhi&fcs, Mastser^Stobfas," said 
J}o\my ^'tfais^ field will soarcely pay you the labor 
it has coa( you.; ycm will get but ti poor penny-- 
worth out of it ;. aad I 'U vwjrture, to say; yoa 
ipust bate put a good pennyworth into h, to 
make it yield ev«a the little it does, seeing it 's 
such a bad soil.'' 

^^ I ,'m not such a feol as that comes to^ neither," 
returned the farmer. "Though I may not 
have serv?ed my time at biodc^keeping, I know 
how to reckon up the goings, out and the com- 
ings in ; ay, and to give a shrewd guess wliat 
they are like to be before I isow my crop ; and 
if I did not see a &ir chance of the field 
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paying its expenses, ay, and a profit to boot, why, 
I should not have sown it. It is true, com does 
not fetch so good a price as it once did, but it is 
good enough yet to make even this pitifiil bit of 
soil give me a profit." 

" Ah ! but," says John ; " you have some 
beautiful com fields on the sunny side of the hill, 
with the stream at the bottom. That 's a fine 
soil and a fine aspect, and those are crops it does 
one's heart good to look at, and will pay you 
weU, and make up for the poverty of this here 
field, and so one widi another you make a fiur 
pfofit ; bu^ if you were to sow this field alone, I 
question whether you weidd get anyAing by 
it/' 

^^ There you are mistaken,'' replied Stubbs ; 
'^.for if I did not make anytlung by it in com, I 
should lay it down in grasa^ or if it was not good 
enough 6x limt, I riioold plant it." 

^^But how can you tell,'' said Hopkins, 
*^ \diether you make anything by diis very field 
or not ? for you send your com to market in 
the hitnp, without reckomng which field it comes 
fixxn." 

^^ It 's a faraier's business," replied Stubbs, 
'^ if he m^ans to thrive in the world, to find out 
what answers and what don't. I know how mar 
ny bushels of com this same fidd gives me, and 
how much I sell it for : then, on the other side^ 
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I reckon the labor, and the manure, and the seed 
com, in a word, all that the crop cost me; and 
if I did not find that I got a profit — mind ye» I 
do not mean such a profit as the crops t 'other 
side of the hill give me, but a decent profit"-*^ 
for such a soil, diis field would be a corn-field no 
more.'' 

" Well," said John, witJb a sigh, " it's hard 
that we poor folk are foi^d to pay so much for 
our bread, that you farmers may make a. profit on 
such a miserable bit of soil as this." 

" Why, it 's not I that fix the market price,** 
retrated Stubbs. ^^ I must s^ my corn for .what 
it will fetch, cheap or dear, or I should not be 
able to carry on the outgoings of the farm ; for 
I 've no store'of money on hand as our landlord 
has, who may keep bis crops back whai the 
price is low, until the market rises. Then I 
should be glad to know, how you would be the 
better for this field not being sown ? ibr suppoo* 
ing this field, and all other fields in the country^ 
that had no better soil, were laid down in gvass, 
why there would be much less com in the mar^ 
kets (for there 's a good number of such fields in 
the land, I can tell you) ; and you know well 
enough what follows a scarcity of com at mar- 
ket, Hopkins ?" 

*^Wby, a rise of price," answered Hop« 
kins. 
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*' So, then, you see, man, joa are all in the 
wrong," exclairaed Stabbs, exuhingly, '' to tUok 
tliat my raising corn on poor land does you any 
harni« Why, it 's all for your good, John ; for 
jrou see that if I and others did not do so, com 
would rise, and bread would be dearer,'^ 

'^ Not quite so sure of that, neither, Master 
Stubbs," replied John, demurely. " You may 
think it bold in me, who am but a poor man, and 
no farmer, fo renture to argue with you, who 
know so much about it* But, you must knofw 
that I have had a deal of talk of late with the 
squire, (who is your landlord as well as mine,) 
about foreign trade ; and^ if 1 could but tell you 
all he said. Master Stubbs, you would be quite 
in a wonderment to hear the good fiireign trade 
does to the country. And brother Bob, who 
has been so much in foreign parts, was aU of one 
i&nd with his hon(»r.' Nay, it was so clear, that 
even my boy Tom understood it : and, though I 
tried all I could to argue agamst them, they 
brought me round at last." 

" Clear as it may be, I think it has turned 
yt>ur head, Hopkins,'' replied Stubbs. ** I should 
be glad to know what foreign trade can have to 
do with my raising ccwm on poor land." — "Why, 
don't you see," replied John, "if we could get 
our corn from foreign parts, where it is cheaper 
than it is here, we should be better off?" 
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" Oh, that 's what yoa are aft^,'' cried Stubhs, 
with a shrug : '^ and so yoo would rain the htm^ 
ers of your own country, would you, to make the 
fortunes df your outlandish French Jackanapes. 
Well, I thought better oC you than that comes 
to.'* — " Daa't you fly off in such a hnff, Mas- 
ter Stubbs," said John. " God knows, I haye 
no wish to ruin you or any other farmer ; ndt 
was I for caring about making the fortune of fot^ 
eigners : what I was thbking of, was, how to 
get bread cheapest for my own chSdren : and 
every poor man has a ri^t to think about that : 
and, what 's more, it is his duty, too.^' — " Wdl'; 
but you will not persuade me that the squiiie told 
you that it was good for the country to get com 
lirom foreign parts, unless it be in times of scaro^ 
ity, when the price is very high ; and then, yott 
know^ the law allows it ; for it don't hurt the 
former. But, as for making a free com trade at 
all timeSj as some folks talk of, why, our land« 
lord knows his interest too well to dream of such 
a thing.** 

^^ And why should not the poor look to their 
own interest as well as the rich ? " said Hop* 
kins ; " and if com coming from foreign parts 
would mdce bread cheaper, why should they 
not say that the law of the land ought to allow 
it, and have an eye to their good as well as that 
of the landholder ?" — ^* You may think and yoa 
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may say what you pleas©*" oried Stabbs; *^but 
l^t roe tall you, that as loog as tfae landholdeis 
make tba law3y they will not be such fools as to 
make a law to undo themselves. Aisk a man to 
put his Qym thioat ? why it V sheer nondeiise^"-^ 
" Well) I Ve a better opinion of the todholdeirs 
than yoU)" replied Hopkins* ^^ Take our lencU 
](wd, fer example* It 's fnie> he did not say any 
thing ahoi|t pom." — • ^^ N<>» I was suse eopugb 
erf* that," interrupted Stubbs.-^^' But. be toM us/' 
CMOfttin^ed Johni <^ that whenever, we oould get 
anything i&t>m,.abc(>eid oheaper than wq eould 
make it at home, it was for the good of the 
eoimtrythat weshoi^dget it from : abroad. I 
wn't go over all his. arguments^ bu^ 4hey wi»e 
a^ clear as broad day." -*•" It may be so, for 
atfigbt I k^ow," said •Stubb9> '^ with manufactured 
goods^ their French silks and frippery, that '^ 
Hiade with bao^ds ;. but. we don't make' coror, w^e 
gj^ow iu" — " Well, but though the s^ue did 
npt just speak of corn, he i^de no. diflfer^oe 
between things that are grown and things that are 
made ; for he talked of tobacco, and currants, and 
raisins, and loads of other things, the growth of 
the soil : and I am sure he would have said as 
much pf com, if it had but come into my head to 
have asked him." — " Nay, nay," retorted Stubbs, 
shaking his head with an incredukms look, ^^ he 
has too good a. head for that." — ^^^^ I know he has 
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a good head,^' replied Hi^kins ; ** for he not oa* 
Ij understands these matters, himself, but he 
knows how to make us poor unlettered folks un- 
derstand them too. But dien, Master Stuhbs, 
I '11 warrant his heart is as sound as his head : 
and if he thought it was for the welfare of the 
country that the com tiade should be free, and 
that we poor folks would fare better for it, why 
he would give it up manfully ; and never mind 
it 's hurting himself a bit.'' 

" He 's free to do as he likes,^ iwud Stubbs ; 
'< but let roe tell him, he must not expeot me to 
pay him such a rent as I do now, if every Ibr- 
•eign vessel that chose to bring their trash of «oiii 
into our ports were free of our maikets. No, no, 
as soon as my lease was out, (and that is next 
Michaelmas come two 3^ars), I should say, 
* You may take the farm upon your own hands, 
or let it me at a lower rent, for I have been los- 
ing, instead of gaining a livelihood ever since the 
com trade has been free.' " — " Well, then you 
need not be in such a taking. Master Stubbs ; for, 
let the worst come to the worst, you can but be 
a loser for a couple of years. No farmer could 
be a loser beyond the term of his lease ; for then 
he would strike a new bargain. Besides, I am 
given to think, that, if the trade were free, there 
wonld be such an outcry among the farmers, that 
the landlords would make them some amends 
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eTen during the run of the lease.'' — ^^ No, no, 
tbey will not be over ready to come down before 
they must," cried Stubbs. " They would know 
their loss would be forever and aye ; for they 
would never get such rents for their farms again 
—*- no, never; at least, as long as the trade was 
Iree." — " And if once it was," cried John, it's 
my mind it would be for ever and aye : for, when 
the poor know what it is to have bread cheap 
and plenty, they won't put up with deamess and 
scarcity." — " And pray at what price do you 
thmk you would have corn, if the trade were 
free ? " cried Stubbs^; " for half what you pay 
now, perhaps ; but you're quite mistaken. Com 
costs land and labor, wherever it be grown ; and 
I should be glad to know where there 's farmers 
who understand the raising it better than we do 
here ; for I Ve always heard there 's no farming 
to be compared to that of Old Ekigland." — 
** That may be true," replied John, <^ but yet I ' ve 
always heard that foreign corn was cheaper than 
that we grow at home." — " Then," said Stubbs, 
^^ it must be worse than ours, fcnr the best farmers 
ought to raise the best crops ; you can't deny 
that ? " — "Why it may, and it may not be," 
cried John thoughtfully. " If foreigners should 
have a better soil, or greater plenty of land, so that 
their rent don't run so high, or a finer climate, 
they may be able to grow com as good as ours, 
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and yet cheaper, though they do not understand 
farming so well as we do. " — " Well, but 
granting that m some parts com may be a 
trifle cheaper than in England, you forget that 
there 's the freight to pay ; and the further it 
comes from, the more that costs. l!'hen there 's 
sea risks : the ship may be wrecked, and the car- 
go lost ; and even when it arrives in port, often- 
times the sea water gets in and it rots; and 
though it may not be good enough to bring to 
market, it must be paid for in the main ; for, 
d' ye see, they won't bring over com for nothing, 
and what they lose in one cargo must be made 
up in the price of another: so, oae way or an- 
other, I '11 venture to say, the trade being open 
would scarcely make any diflerence in the price." 
" Well, all I can say," replied Hopkins, " is, 
that if it makes but little difference to me who 
buy com, it will make but little difference to you 
who sell it ; sq you need not set up such an out- 
cry against it. But I will tell you honestly, that 
in my mind it would make a great difference ; for 
I know that in America corn is very cheap, and 
for this plain reason. America is a very large 
place, with but few people in it : so they have as 
much land as they choose, and they sow com on 
the choice soils. Indeed, they say the soil is so 
good, that it is well nigh all choice; and 
wants no manure, and only just scratching 
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over with the plough. So they may well BfBypA 
to sell their com cheap, when it CQ3ts them so 
little to grow it ; besides, they are ready enough 
to sell it, being so few to eat it at home.*' 

" Now that *s what comes of talking of what 
you don't understand," exclaimed Stiibbs: — 
** few people in America, say you ? why, I have 
been told there 's ten times as many there as there 
is irl Old England ; and you know there 's no 
lack of folks here." Jcikn was at first puzzled at 
this assertion ; but, after scratching his head, and 
turning the matter in his mind, be said, — " May^ 
hap, Master Stubbs, America may be a hundred 
times bigger than England ; and then, you know, 
It would be much thinner of people, though they 
were ten times our number. I know you have 
got a book of maps ; so let us give a look into it 
when we come to the house." They did so, and 
.were both astonished to find that America was 
not only one hundred, but many hundred, tunes 
larger than England. " But, look ye, what a 
way off it is," cried Stubbs ; " and what a heavy 
charge there must be to bring com firom such a 
distance." — " It 's all across sea," said Hopkbs, 
pointing to the Atlantic Ocean ; " and freight 
aboard ship costs but little. Then, when it gets 
to England, you see, it comes up one of these 
great rivers, to London, or to Bristol, or to Liv- 
erpool. Besides," continued John, '^ without go- 
12 
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ing SO far as America, I 've heard say, that 
there 's many countries nearer at hand, where 
com is much more plentiful, and cheaper, than 
with us. In Poland, where the poor folks have 
been fighting so hard lately, they have abun- 
dance of corn, and are ready tso send it over to us 
whenever the law allows it." 

'< Ay, provided we pay them a good price for 
it," cried Stubbs. 

'^ But, what 's a good price to them, who grow 
it cheap, is a low price to us, who gtow it dear," 
replied Hopkms. ^^ Think how it would do one's 
heart good to get com as low as forty shillings a 
quarter, and the quartern loaf at five-pence ? why, 
it would be a great saving to you. Master Stubbs, 
with your large family, who eat as much as evex 
they like." — " Savea penny, and lose a pound," 
replied Stubbs, sulkily. — " Well, but when you 
get a new lease," said John, ^^you will save the 
penny without losing the pound." 

^< That 's tme enough," replied Stubbs, bright- 
ening up. *^ But still," added he, after a little 
thought, " lode ye, Hopkins, — if bread was so 
cheap, it would never pay me to raise com ott 
poor soils, as I do now." 

^'To be sure," answered Hopkins, '' the field 
we passed through must be laid down in grass ; 
but you would get a fair profit, still, on your oom 
fields by the river-side." 
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" Fine talking, indeed," cried Stubbs, angrily : 
*^ as if it was a mere nothing to lay down land in 
grass, when you have been laying loads of dung 
on it for yiears past, and lime and what not, to 
better the soil, and make it produce corn ! All 
that's to be wasted, is it? Why, you never 
dream the money that is gone that way !" 

" There 's no help for that," replied Hopkins : 
" if the trade be made free, that money is clear 
gone away forever : and, if you went on raisbg 
com on poor soils, to sell at a loss^ I don't see 
how that would mend the matter": — " That's 
why I don't want the trade to be thrown open,'' 
«ried Stubbs. 

^' But I am talking of what would happen if 
the trade be thrown open, whether you will or 
no/' said Hopkins^ 

" Well," said Stubbs ; " but though the land- 
lords would be obliged to lower their rents, I 
.doubt much whether they would bring tbem 
down so low as to clear us farmers of any loss 
by the trade being throw open." — ^* Why, you 
are always at liberty not to take the farm," said 
.John. — "Ay; but one would rather make a 
sacrifice than part with house and home that 
.one has been used rto ; nor can you part with it 
without a great loss : besides, how is one to get 
another farm on better terms, if the landlords 
agree to hold out against the farmers ? " — " Why,' 
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then the fanners must hold out against the land- 
lords : and what are they to do, if they cannot let 
their farms ? If they won't allow farmers a fair 
profit, why, they will look about them for some 
better means of getting a livelihood." — " Ay, 
but,'' replied the farmer, "it 's no easy matter to 
turn your hand to anything, especially at my time 
of life; so I must put up with what I can get, 
rather than seek to change my condition,"-^— 
" Well, but farmers, if they cannot change, they 
would at least bring up their children to some 
other calling ; and when the landlords found they 
had a hard matter to let their &rms, they would 
be obliged to come round at last." 

" But," swd Stubbs, " suppose you were to 
get all the com from those cheap countries you 
talk of, and there breaks out a war, why, they 
would send us no more ; and we should be in a 
pretty pickle then." 

" If we went to war with one country, J we 
should get the com from another," ^d John : 
" we shQuld hardly fall out with all the corn 
countries at once." 

" I can't answer for that," replied Stubbs, " as 
the fashion is in these revolutionary times." — 
" I don't know what you mean by the fashion 
of the times, Master Stubbs: here's well nigh 
twenty good years we have had peace in Old 
England," said John : " and I have heard say. 
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no one can recoUect so long a peace before. 
There has been fighting abroad, and plenty, it is 
true ; but then, it has not been, as they tell me^ 
so much one nation coming to blows with anoth- 
er, as it has been the people rising up against 
their rulers when they ruled them with an iron 
rod ; then they wrested it out of their hands, and 
knocked them down with it. But, take my 
word for it, war or no war, those who have got 
com to seD, will contrive to get it over to a good 
market. Besides, Master Stubbs, I was never 
ibr having all our com from abroad : grow as 
much as you will h^re, on good land ; for then it 
will cost you little to raise; and you can afford 
to sell it as cheap as we can get it from abroad.'' 
— " Ay ; but you are forgetting the high rent 
that 's paid for good soil, which makes the corn 
stand you in as much as that grown on a bad 
soU," 

"Nay/' replied John; "it is you who are 
forgetting that, next Michaelmas two years, your 
rent will be lowered if the trade be thrown open ; 
so that you may get your profit and we may eat 
our bread cheap ; and all the loss will fall on the 
landlords, who are best able to bear it. Besides, 
the poor soils wijl not lie fallow, though you do 
not sow them with com : they will be turned to 
grass, and feed cattle, which you may make 
a pretty penny by : and so, meat, and milk, and 

12* 
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bufter, and cheese, would be more plentiful 
and cheaper, as well as bread ; and our little 
ones would stand some chance of getting a mess 
of milk and bread for iheir breakfasts, and we 
might mc»'e often get a bit of meat in our pot for 
dinner. Oh, those would be brave times, Stubbs, 
for us poor folk ! " 

" Well, you may say what yon will," cned 
Stubbs ; ^^ but I can't belt have a fellow feeling 
for the landlords, and would radier by half §^ve 
them a good turn than your foreign com-deal«- 
ers." — " Give a good turn to the poor of your 
owncountry, Master Stubbs ; it 's they want it 
most ; and if, by so doing, we chance to serve 
our neighbors, why, so much the better, though 
they are but fcnreigners* If they have more com 
than they want, is not it better that we should 
have it, than that it should be wasted ? " — " Oh, 
as for that matter," cried Stubbs, " they will take 
care not to grow more com than they have a 
market for. If they have no sale for it abroad, 
they will raise no m6re than they want at home. 
They would not be such fools as to grow com to 
have it lie on their hands and rot. Com is not 
^own without e3:pense, and a heavy one, too, 
on the best of soils ; so no man in his senses 
would grow more than he has a fair chance of 
selUng, and with a feir prdit besides. No, no, 
John : wait till home crops fail, and then you 
may get foreign com, and welcome." 
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" But," said John, archly, " have not you psL 
'l)6en saying, that, in the com countries, they will 
*not grow more tjian they want at home, if they 
have no regular ss^ie for it abroad ; so, if we wait 
till there comes a scarcity with us, they will not 
have any to part with:" — "Oh, leave them 
alone for that," cried Stubbs ; " when the price 
vises high, they would sooner take it out of their 
own mouths than miss the making so good a bar- 
gain." — " But, think ye what a price must be 
paid to tempt them to half starve themselves, in 
order to let us have the com, Whfle, if we got 
some from them regularly every year, why, tfaey 
would grow it regularly for our market, and we 
should have no extra price to pay. Then, if 
.there came a scarcity, being such good customr 
er&, they would let us have a larger supply than 
u^ual, without raising the price out of all reason." 
— '^ Well, but they might have a scarcity as well 
as us," replied Stubbs ; " and then what 's to be 
done ? Our com fields, that have been laid down 
in grass, cannot be ploughed up in a hurry." — 
" Nor would there be any need of it," answered 
Hopkins; "for, if the trade were thrown open, 
we should not deal with one com country only, 
but with a dozen, mayhap ; and it 's hard if their 
crops all fail the same year. If the season is 
bad in this part of the world, there 's a good 
chance of its being fair in America, which lies 



}84 THE CORN TRADE; Oft, 

quite another way. Look, what a tieal of land 
ithere is here," cried Hopkins, pointing >to the 
map of the world : " why, England is but a nutr 
shell to it all : and why must you be for having 
-all the corn we eat grown in this little spot ? ^' 

" Well, it don't sound well of you to say any 
tthing to the disparagement of Old England,'^ 
cried Stubbs. ^^ If it is but small, it 's a tight 
little island, and able4o withstand many a greater 
country when put to it. And why should we 
not be able to grow corn for the people that live 
in it, as well as other countries do ? " — " Why 
just because we are a great people, living in a 
little country ; there 's more of us than the land 
<5an feed." -^ " But the more people there is, 
the more hands there is to work, and soothe 
more com they can grow," said Stubbs. — 
"Ay," replied Hopkins, " but the country grows 
no bigger for being more thickly peopled ; and 
it 's land we want to raise corn upon." — " Nay, 
nay," cried Stubbs, " you cannot say there 's 
any want of land, when so much lies waste in 
commons and such like." — "But it 's want of 
good land that I complain of; such' soils as you 
may grow corn on cheap, as they do in com 
countries. If there was but half the number of 
people to feed, perhaps corn enough might be 
grown in the country to feed them : but the 
English people are a great nation, as great as any 
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in all tfiis map, I '11 be bold to say. Where is 
there such a trading country as we are ? and 
why ? because we have so many manufactures : 
but then we must have people to work at the 
manufactures, besides those that work in the 
fields ; and both must be fed. Why, for her 
size, England has perhaps twice as many people 
as most other countries ; and yet you Won't let 
us have more bread than we can grow at home ? 
I tell you it is half starving us : first, because 
there 's not enough ; and next> because you grow 
the com on bad soils, and must sell it dear tp^ 
make it answer." 

" Why, Hopkins," replied the farmer, " you 
are now boasting of the great population of this lit- 
tle island,^and forgetting that it was but the other 
day you were complaining of it ; and say vDg, that 
the misery of the poor came fi'om there being 
too many people." — " And so I do still," cried 
John, " so long as you will not let us have bread 
Xo eat, cheap, and plenty ; that is, as cheap as 
we might get it if the com trade were firee. K 
there ^s too many people, it 's not for want of 
room to live in^ and stir about as much as they 
will ; but there 's too many people, because 
there 's not food enough for all. Let us be fi*ee 
to have corn from all parts as cheap as it is to be 
had, and then, mayhap, there may be enough for 
all. There nfever can be too many people when 
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there 's wherewithal to maintain them ; there 
cannot be too many happy people : but when 
they are pinched for food, and suffer in body and 
mind, they can do no good to themsejves or to 
others either, and the country would be all the 
better without them." / 



THE END. 
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